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MWIGS 


MINIATURE FIGURINES LIMITED 

1 /5 Graham Road Telephone (Factory ) 

Southampton S02 OAX (07031 220855 

Registered in England No 937844 V.A.T. No 188 0298 31 


AMERICAN CIVIL WAR 1861-65 

1 YC Infantryman (Kepi) Advancing 

2 YC Infantryman (Kepi) Marching 

3 YC Infantryman (Kepi) Standing Firing 

4 YC Infantryman (Kepi) Kneeling Firing 

5 YC Infantryman (Kepi) Laying Firing 

6 YC Infantryman (Slouch Hat) Advancing 

7 YC Infantryman (Slouch Hat) Marching 

8 YC Infantryman (Slouch Hat) Standing Firing 

9 YC Infantryman (Slouch Hat) Kneeling Firing 

10 YC Infantryman (Slouch Hat) Laying Firing 

11 YC Infantry (Kepi) Command 

12 YC Infantry (Slouch Hat) Command 

13 YC Zouave (Fez) Advancing 

14 YC Zouave (Fez) Marching 

15 YC Zouave (Fez) Standing Firing 

16 YC Zouave (Fez) Kneeling Firing 

17 YC Zouave (Kepi) Advancing 

18 YC Zouave (Kepi! Marching 

19 YC Zouave (Kepi) Standing Firing 

20 YC Zouave (Kepi) Kneeling Firing 

21 YC Zouave (Kepi) Command 

22 YC Iron Brigade Advancing 

23 YC Iron Brigade Marching 

24 YC Iron Brigade Standing Firing 

25 YC Iron Brigade Kneeling Firing 

26 YC Iron Brigade Command 

27 YC Marine (Shako) Advancing 

28 YC Marine (Shako) Advancing 

29 YC Marine (Shako) Standing Firing 

30 YC Marine (Shako) Kneeling Firing 

31 YC Sailors Fighting Party 

32 YC Marine Command 

33 YC Dismounted Cavalry (Kepi) Standing Firing 

34 YC Dismounted Cavalry (Kepi) Kneeling Firing 

35 YC Dismounted Cavalry (Slouch Hat) Standing Firing 

36 YC Dismounted Cavalry (Slouch Hat) Kneeling Firing 

37 YC Dismounted (Kepi) Command 

38 YC Dismounted (Slouch Hat) Command 

39 YC Sharpshooter (Kepi) Standing Firing 

40 YC Sharpshooter (Kepi) Kneeling Firing 

51 YC Artillerymen (Kepi) 

52 YC Limber Riders (Kepi) 

53 YC Limber Horse Riders (Kepi) 

54 YC Naval Gunners 


8 YCC Cavalry (Kepi) Command 

9 YCC Cavalry (Slouch Hat) Command 

10 YCC Personalities. (Grant, Meade, Sykes) 

11 YCC Personalities. (Lee, Hill, Jackson) 

12 YCC Mounted Colonel/Fieid Officers 

1 YZ Cavalry Horse Galloping 

2 YZ Cavalry Horse Trotting 

51 YZ Artillery Wheei Horse 

52 YZ Artillery Swing Horse 

53 YZ Artillery Lead Horse 

ARTILLERY PIECES - Price Sériés 6 

1 YA Napoléon 121b (1857), 61b & 121b (1841) 

Barrels & 3 Carriages 

2 YA Wiard lOpdr, James 24pdr & Rodman 3" 

Barrels & 3 Carriages 

3 YA Parrott 10pdr & 20pdr Barrels & 3 Carriages 

4 YA Howitzer 12, 24 & 32pdr Barrels & 3 Carriages 

5 YA Whitworth 12pdr Muzzle & Breech Barrels & 

3 Carriages 

6 YA Armstrong 12pdr Muzzle & Breech Barrels & 

3 Carriages 

7 YA Limber (3) 

8 YA Caisson (1) 

9 YA Battery Wagon ( 1 ) 

10 YA Williams Machine-Guns (3) 

11 YA Gatling Machine-Gun (early) (3) 

12 YA Naval Guns (2) 


ARTILLERY GUN TEAMS - Price Sériés 7 

1 YCT Six Horse Gun Team, 3 Riders & Limber 


NAPOLEON 





2 YA 

3 YA 

4 YA 


lOpdr WIARD 



24pdr JAMES 


3" RODMAN 



20pdr PARROTT 


32pdf HOWITZER 


□==£== 
lOpdr PARROTT 

24pdr HOWITZER 12pdr HOWITZER 


1 YCC Cavalrymen (Kepi) Sabre 

2 YCC Cavalrymen (Kepi) Pistol 

3 YCC Cavalrymen (Slouch Hat) Sabre 

4 YCC Cavalrymen (Slouch Hat) Pistol 

5 YCC Cavalrymen (Slouch Hat) Shotgun 

6 YCC Black Horse Sabre 

7 YCC Black Horse Pistol 


5 YA 

6 YA 


: : :#= 


WHITWORTH 
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A new range of personalised 15mm American Civil War models - separate back packs, individualisée! faces with beards, 
moustaches, sideburns, kepis, sloughed hats etc. Robert E. Lee wished he had these troops at Gettysburgh so buy some to 
see what he missed. 


Ail 15mm sold in packs with 

POSTAGE & PACKING 

AU 15mm sold in packs with 

SERIES 5 - 15MM PACKS 

Inland 15% of order value under £20 

10% of order value over £20 

SERIES 6 - 15MM PACKS 

Contain 8 Infantry 

Minimum - 50p 

Contain 3 Artillery Pièces 

or 4 Cavalrymen with Horses 

Foreign 30% of order value under £50 

or 1 Wagon 

or 6 Foot Command 

Seamail 25% of order value over £50 

or 1 Caisson 

or 3 Cavalry Command with Horses 

Minimum - £3.00 

SERIES 7 - 15MM PACKS 

or 6 Artillerymen 

Airmail 75% of order value under £20 


Minimum - £10.00 

Contain 6 Artillery Horses 


Other postage rates on request with SAE 

and 3 Riders 


or Reply Coupon 

and 1 Limber 


Please mention Miniature Wargames when replying to Advertisers 















August 1992 


Issue 111 



CONTENTS 

Reconnaissance Report and Diary 1 

Action at Tschikola 8 

Hereward the Exile 10 

The Relief of Pontefract, 1645 13 

The Battle of Almanza, 25th April 1707 18 

'Do You See Your Enemies Plain Enough To 
Hit Them? - Then Blaze Away 22 

The First China War 1839-42 28 

Korean Air-War 32 

The Runes of Loki 36 

Napoleonic Diary, August 1792 36 

CONTRIBUTORS 


If you are thinking of writing for the magazine we hâve a set of 
contributors' notes to heip you présent the material in a way 
appropriate for publication. Simpiy send a large SAE marked 
'Miniature Wargames Contributors' Notes' and we will despatch 
them by return. 

Payment: Ail contributors whose articles are used will receive a 
chèque and a complimentary copy of the issue in which their work 
is published within six weeks of publication. 


EDITORIAL 

On the back cover of this issue you will find an advertisement 
for the latest addition to the Pireme fleet. Card buildings. The 
Napoleonic period has to be one of the most popular and 
within that the Battle of Waterloo the best known engagement. 
Hence these three sets which form the farmstead of 
Hougoumont, La Haie Sainte and la Belle Alliance (which also 
includes a small farm), Fortunately they will be equally at 
home in other periods, from about 1700 onwards to the 
présent day. They are printed on thick card which can be 
easily eut and bent to shape. Other sets are in the pipeline 
and fil let you know when they’re ready. 

What with advertising and trying to squeeze in plenty of 
articles for you to get your literary teeth into things are a bit of 
a squash this month, so the Review and Ietters pages hâve had 
to take a back seat. 

Hopefuliy l'H find space for them next month. 

lain Dickie 

\___y 


Single Copy Orders ^ 

and back numbers (except 
Nos 1,2,4-9,32,36, 46,51, 

94 & 95) - £1.90 each, £2.25 
for overseas including postage 
(or équivalent local currency). 
Apply with remittance to 
Pireme Publishing Ltd, 

34 Chatsworth Road, 
Charminster, Bournemouth 
BH8 8SW. 


Subscriptions: UK annual 
subscription rate £ ! 9.60; 
Overseas surface, printed 
paper rate £21.50, letter rate 
£25.50; Overseas airmail, 
printed paper rate £29.20, 
letter rate £43.20. Send 
Chèque or International 
Money Order to 
Pireme Publishing Ltd, 

34 Chatsworth Road, 
Charminster, Bournemouth 
BH8 8SW. 
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Binders: Keep your copies 
neatly filed * Takes 12 issues 
* Red leather finish * 
Miniature Wargames logo on 
spine. Price; UK £5.00. 

Extra for postage per binder 
UK 95p, Europe £2.50, Rest of 
World £2.50, Airmail £9.70 

V___/ 

y \ 

AH articles and illustrations 
published in Miniature 
Wargames are strictly 
copyright and may not be 
reproduced without written 
permission. The Editor 
welcomes the submission of 
éditorial material, which 
should be accompanied by 
return postage. Though every 
care is taken, the publisher 
cannot accept responsibility 
for safe keeping of ail 
éditorial contributions. 

© 1992 Pireme 
Publishing Ltd. 
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CHARIOT MINIATURES 
DISTRIBUTION CENTRE 


WENOW HAVE THE 

COMPLETE RANGE IN STOCK 

ARMIES OR INDIVIDUAL PACKETSINCLUDING 
THE NEW ROMANS 


29th AUGUST 10.30 to 4.30 
AT THE ADDISON CENTRE, ADDISON PARK 
KEMPSTON {NEAR BEDFORD) 



TRADERS INCLUDE: 
2nd GAMES GALORE 
GALLIA 

GLADIATOR GAMES 
VILLAGE GREEN 
TRAFALGAR MODELS 


BRING AND BUY 

REFRESHMENTS 

PARKING 

FREE ADMISSION 


CONTACT DAVE W1LKIN ON (0234) 857394 


BROADSWORD 

Military, Naval & Aviation 
Books & Videos 

This is just a brief sélection of the products we hâve on offer 
For further information on the books named below and a list 
of our other products, please send a stamped self-addressed 
envelope or 2 IRC’s to the address given below. 


Bargain Books 

Armada — Catalogue of 1988 Exhibition £6.50 

Bushido — The Way of the Warrior by J. Newman £8.00 

The Man Who Bumed the White House by J. Pack £6.50 

Admirai Sir George Cockbum 1772-1853 
Amphibious Operations by B. Gregory £4.50 

Dive Bombers in Action by P. C. Smith £8.50 

World Atlas of Warfare General Editor R. Holmes £9.50 

Follow me! Israel’s Military Elite by S. M. Katz £7.50 

War in a Distant Country - Afghanistan by 

D. G. Isby (Pub 1989) £7.50 


UK POSTAL TERMS 

Postage & Packing: Plus 10% (minimum £1.00) 

POSTAGE OVERSEAS 
Postage &r Packing - Europe: Plus 30% 

Rest of World: Surface Plus 30%, Airmail Plus 60% 
(minimum £2.00) 

Téléphoné & Fax Orders ring (0380) 724558 
VISA & MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 
Broadsword, 35 Long Street, Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 INT 


Chariot Miniatures always receive praise in their reviews 

N0W Y0U T00 CAN 0WN THESE SUPERB FIGURES 

•jJ'1 BIBLICAL 

i "Xi i 1. ^ Sumerian, Hittite, Infantry/ 

Cavalry Pack, Hittite, 

Chariot Pack, Mycenaean & 
Minoan Greek, Inf/Cav Pack, 
Mycenaean & Minoan Greek, 
Chariot Pack, New Kingdom 
Egyptian, Inf/Cav Pack, 

New Kingdom Egyptian, 
Chariot Pack, Early 
Assyrian, Inf/Cav Pack, 

Early Assyrian, Chariot Pack, New Babylonian & Allies, 
Late Hebrew, New Assyrian Empire, Kushite Egyptian. 

Book of Hosts, chariot warfare armv lists for 
3,000 BC-343 BC £4.99 + 10% p&p (UK + BFPO). W 
CLASSICAL 15mm 

Early Hoplite Greek Indian 

Early Achaemenid Persian Alexandrian Macedonian 
Later Hoplite Greek Alexandrian Impérial 

Later Achaemenid Persian Macedonian Early Successor 
Thracian Seleucid 



A NC1ENT EAST 
Han Chinese, Tibetan, Burmese 
FRENCH REVOLUTION 1789-1802 
French, Austrian, Prussian 
NEW French Napoléon' 

1815 standard army 
Standard Armies 
£21.95 + £1.75 P&P 
Jumbo Armies 
£32.95 + £2.70 P&P 

Send two First 

MINIATURE 1992 
CATALOGUE. 

Chariot Miniatures will continue to expand their range 
so watch our adverts for details of new releases. 


HOTLINE FOR VISA/ACCESS: 606041 


38 WEST ST., DUNSTABLE, BEDS. TEL: (0582) 606041 


Class stamps for 
THE CHARIOT 
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The Ready Made Army Spécialiste 

WE NOW CIVE YOU A CHOICE OF THREE S1ZES OF READY MADE ARM1ES OR OUR STARTER PACK! 


15mm 

STANDARD ARMIES 
180 PIECES approx. 
£20.50 


15mm JUMBO ARMIES 

S , 270 PIECES m&A 

T SES t 


15mm STARTER 
PACKS INCLUDING 
FIGURES • RULES • D1CE 
£12.95 

INC P&P 


115mm SUPER JUMBO ARMIES 
I £47.50 Inc P&P 400 pièces équivalent 


NAPOLEONIC - French; British; Prussian; Austrian; Russian; 
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR - Union; Confédérale; 

CRIMEAN WAR - British; Russian: French: 

FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR - French; Prussian; _ 

15mm armles using MINIATURE FIGURINES 

NAPOLEONIC - French; British; Prussian; Austrian; Russian; 
Brunswick; Saxon; Westphalian; Spanish; Dutch-Belgian; Bavarian; 
Wurtemburger; Polish; 

SE VEN YEARS WAR - British; French; Prussian; Austro- 
Hungarian; Russian; 

AMERICAN CIVIL WAR - Union; Confédérale; 

ENCLISH CIVIL WAR - Royalist; Parlement; New Model Army; 
Scots Royalist-Montrose; Scots CoVenanter; 

THIRTY YEARS WAR - Imperialist; French; Spanish; Swedish; 
Bohemian; 

ITALIAN WARS- Spanish; French; Milanese; Florentine; Venetian; 
RENAISSANCE - French Huguenot; French Catholic; Polish; 
Samurai; Swiss; Knights of St John; 16th Cent English; Moorish; 
Landsknecht Mercenaries; Ottoman Turk; Muscovite; Moghul; 
ANCIENT- Early Hoplite Greek; Eariy Achaemenid Persian; 
Thracian; Later Hoplite Greek; Later Achaemenid Persian; 

Syracusan; Alexandrian Macedonian; Indian; Alexandrian Impérial; 
Asiatic Early Successor; Lysimachid; Macedonian Early Successor; 
Seleucid; Armenian; Camillan Roman; Carthaginian; Parthian; 
Spanish; Early German; Marion Roman; Ancient British; Scots-lrish; 
Early impérial Roman; Middle Impérial Roman; Late Imperia! 
Roman; Pictislu Dacian; Gothic; Sassanid Persian; Early Frankish; 
Palmyran; Sub Roman British; Arab Conquest; Slav; Carolingian; 
Thematic Byzantine; Nikephorian Byzantine; Norman; 

MEDIEVAL - Anglo-Norman; Feudal English; Feudal French; Angio- 
Irish, 100 Years War English; 100 Years War French; Wars of the 
Roses-Yorkist; Wars of the Roses-Lancastrian; Seljuq Turk; Saracen- 
Syrian; Ayyubid Egyptian; later Crusader; Teutonic Order; 
Theodoran Byzantine; Mongol; Mamluk Egyptian; llkhanid; Free 
Company; Early Burgundian; 

COLONIAL - Zulu War British; Zuiu; Sudan War-British; Dervish; 
North West Frontier-British; Pathan; Boer War-British; Boer; French 
Foreign légion; Arab; 

WORLD WAR ONE - British; German; French; American; Austro- 
Hungarian; Russian; 

FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR - French; Prussian; 

CRIMEAN WAR - British; Russian; French; 

AMERICAN INDIAN WARS -U.S. Cavalry; lndians; 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION - British; American; 

MARLBURIAN: British; French; 


UK/BFPO CUSTOMERS MAXIMUM 
POSTAGE AND PACKING NOW £3.50 ONLY 


OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS POSTAGE RATES 

EACHARMY EUROPE U.SA. & CANADA WORLD 

15mm STANDARD £5.00 £6.00 £7.00 

15mm JUMBO £6.00 £8.00 £10.00 

STARTER PACK £2.00 £3.50 £5.00 

25mm ARMY + JUMBO PACK £8.00 £10.00 £15.00 

BATTAUON PACKS +30% +35% +40% 


BOARDGAMES /. 
B Y PO Sr 


AVALON HtLL-VICTORV CAMES INC. 


LARGE SELECTION OF 
WARGAMES RULES 


15mm ARMIES USINC 

DONNINGTON MINIATURES _ 

_ lumbo £31.50 Standard £20.50 +P&P _ 

ANCIENT: Marion Roman: Early Impérial Roman; Avar; Galilc; Early Germar 
Carthaginian; Ancient British; Parthian; Scythian; Seieucid; Hellenistic Greeti 
Dacian; Camillan Roman; Etruscan; Spanish; Sarmation; Goths; 

DARK AGES: Saxon; Norman; Viking; 

ENGUSH CIVIL WAR: Royalist; Parllament: 

LATE 17th CENTURY: Anglo/Dutch; Austrian/lmperialist; French; 
AMERICAN CIVIL WAR: Union; Confederate; 


25mm Battalion Packs 

24INFANTRY/12 CAVALRY inc command 


Using Essex Miniatures 


FRENCH NAPOLEONIC: line lnfantry Shakos; Une Infantry Bicornes; 

Old Guard Grenadiers; Guard Chasseurs.E 

Cavalry; Dragoons; Chasseurs; Hussars; Cuirassiers; 

Guard Lancers; Guard Grenadiers.£ 

Four Horse Team Drivers. limber Gun & Crew. i 

BRITISH NAPOLEONIC: Une Infantry; Highland Infantry.£ 

Light Infantry: Riflemen.I 

Cavalry: Heavy Dragoons; Hussars; Light Dragoons.£ 

Four Horse Team, Drivers. Limber. Gun & Crew.I 

Six Horse Team, Drivers, Limber, Gun & Crew.£ 

DIXON AMERICAN CIVIL WAR: Union or Confédérale. L 


1/300 MICRO TANK ARMIES 

£17.95 inc. P&P Overseas add £2.50 

British Dutch Israël USSR WWII British 

American French libyàn Egypt WWII German 

West Germany Belgium Syria South Africa WWII Russian 

âfîk/l \\ v un ç. tion 


& a rV / \\\\ 

ARMIES ALSO AVA1LABLE BY MAIL ORDER 


PHONE YOUR ORDER ~ ~ V ~ ~ "." " r " " " 

THROUCH USINC ACCESS 1 

■W OR VISA CARD q 38 WEST ST., DUNSTABLE, BEDS. LU6 1TA. TEL: (0582) 606041 
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HEROICS&ROS FIGURES 

1 /300th SCALE METAL FIGURES £ 1.40 Packs containing 
50 Infantry of 20 Cavalry or 6 Guns & Crew 




HEROICS & ROS FIGURES 

Unit 12, Semington Turnpike, Semington, Trowbridge, Wilts BAI 4 6LB, England. 
Tel: 0380 870228 Fax: 0380 871045 
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NATIONALS ‘92 


SPONSORED BY OSPREY MILITARY BOOKS 
ORGANISED BY PINNER WARGAMES CLUB 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH MINIATURE WARGAMES 



TWO -DAY WEEKEND TICKET 

ADULT £5.00 

CHILDREN UNDER 16/ £2.50 

OAPS/UB40S 

CHILDREN UNDER 10 FREE 

(IF ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT) 


TRADE 

STANDS 


RE-ENACTMENT 

SOCIETIES 


PAINTING 

COMPETITION 


5TH AND 6TH SEPTEMBER 1992 
10AM TO 5 PM EACH DAY 


ROYAL 

HORTICULTURAL 

HALLS 


(NEW HALL) 
ELYERTON STREET 
LONDON SW1 


DEMONSTRATION 
AND PARTICIPATION 
GAMES 


NATIONAL 

WARGAMES 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 




■ WITHIN 8 MINUTES WALK OF VICTORIA TUBE AND MAINLINE, 
ST. JAMES PARK AND PIMLICO TUBE. 

■ BUS ROUTES USING VICTORIA STREET, VAUXHALL BRIDGE 
ROAD AND HORSEFERRY ROAD WITHIN 5 MINUTES WALK 

TRADE ENQUIRIES 

■ PHIL NICKSON, 61 BELMONT LANE, STANMORE. MIDDLESEX 
HA72PU 

■ OTHER ENQUIRIES 

ALAN DOUGLAS, 16 YERBURY ROAD, ISLINGTON, LONDON, NI9 







Silicone Rubber & Low Melt Metals 

SILICONE RUBBER: llb Pack RTV-II £13.85, RTV-31 £14.82 

SILICONE RUBBER BOOKLET £1.55 
STANDARD MILLIPUT 4oz £2.88. 5x4oz£l0.85. I0x4oz £19.70 
LOW MELT METAL Alloy No. 2: Suitable to cast in Silicone Rubber 
250g £3.31, IKg £9.08. 5Kg£26.45. 

C200CENTRICAST LTD CAST1NG MACHINE: £750.31 
NEW. C50 CENTRICAST LTD CASTINC MACHINE: £400.26 
LADLE: for Alloys £3.44. HANDCASTING STARTER KIT £32.97 
URETHANE FAST CASTING RESIN G.26 2kg Pk £32.42 
Prices include PP & VAT. 

PLEASESEND 75p IN STAMPS FOR CATALOGUE 

ALEC TIRANTI LTD 

70 Hlgh Street. Theale. Reading RG7 5AR 
LONDONSHOP - 27 WARREN STREET, Wl Tel 0734-302775 


IF YOUR GONNA DO FANTASY YOU HAVE GOT TO SEE . 

3E U.N.I.T.S. E3| 

IRON BRIGADE 
200 

FANTASY AND WW2 l/200th figures 
Also NAPOLEONIC 

Send £1.00 for l/200th samples and catalogue, 
listing these figures, our otner services and 
also our famous 6mm painting service. 

Painted 6mm packs using Irregular Miniatures, eg 
French Nap Division - £42.48 
Russian Nap Division - £35.00 
British Nap Division - £35.00 

U.N.I.T.S. Wargame Services 
40 Cranbrook Street, Barnsley, South Yorks S70 6LP. 



A+A MODELS 

Quality Painting Service 

F ed up with complicated price lists with 
lots of hiddevt extras. Try this one. 

Ft Mtd 

15mm 70p £1.20 Including cost 

25mm £1.50 £2.25 of figures 

Count Artillery as pièces, eg 4 crew, 1 gun = 5 inf fig 
Postage at Post Office Rates 

50% deposit with ail orders, remainder paid on completion of order 

2 PRINCESS RD, SEAHAM, CO DURHAM SR7 7SP 
Tel: 091-581 2781 


Scalc 1:300 seecover- Cutter , Reefed£17, Unreeied £17.50, AtAnchor 
£14, Chasse Marée (French Lugger) £17.50, Martello Tower £3, Packs of 
24 Figures ■ Gun Crews. Ship’s Co. £1, Photo etched Ratlines & Shrouds 
£1.20, Gun Boat/Landing Barge Rowed or Sailed £2.50, Launch -Rowed or 
Sailed £2. Yawl ■Rowed or Sailed £1.70. Jolly Boat £1. 


Napoleonic Naval 


Scale 1:1200 New Releases - Cutter & Chasse Marée 

Plus usual stock of 33 Hulls. choice of 8 sait setlings. ensign and pennant sets, 
ships boats. lelegraph station, signal station, martello tower. shore battery etc. 
Crépit CarPs acceptep 

LANGTON MINIATURES (Tel: 0726 882805) 

North Trendeal, Ladock, Truro, Cornwall, UK. 

Also available in UKItuough Warçames South (0306 79 796), Falcon Figures (0249) 654413) 
Auslralia: Autora Dist. 79 Dottere) Way, Yangebup, Penh, W Aust/alia 6164 


K&M Trees 

are offering a direct order \ 

service on their new palm trees \ 


K&M Trees 

are offering a direct order 
service on their new palm trees 
Large 6" high - £2.65 Small 2Vi" high - 
plus 15% P&P 

over £10 free in UK, overseas 40% 


70p 


Flexible trunks, durable plastic fronds 

4 North Street • Beaminster • Dorset DT8 3DZ 
Tel. 0308 863420 


PAW 93 - ADVANCE NOTICE 

The Southwest’s premier wargames convention will 
take place on 6th and 7th February 1993, at the 
Sports Hall, Tamarside School, St. Budeaux, Plymouth. 
Open lOam to 6pm both days. 

There will be Trade Stands, a Bring & Buy, 
Démonstration Games. Participation Games, a Coffee 
Bar, and plenty of tables for your own games. 

For further details including maps and 
accommodation lists, send a SAE to: 

John Orange, 27 Admiralty St., Stonehouse, 
Plymouth PLI 3RX 


ARMCHAIR GENERALS 

42 Ardmillan Crescent, Newtownards NI BT23 4PL 
Tel: 0247 819925 
l/Ve have:- 

25mm handbuilt buildings from £15.00 suitable for 
fantasy and most historical. 

As well as:- 

15mm plaster-cast range of buildings and scenic terrain 
(painted/unpainted). 

And notonly:- 

The Dungeor range of Fantasy/SF buildings and scenic pièces 
(painted/unpainted). 

But finally:- 

WH40K and WHFB figures painted from £2.00. 

Send large SSAE for two free catalogues NOW 
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| MISCELLANEA | 


RECONNAISSANCE REPORT 


Rising Gladiator 

lt is with regret that Gladiator Cames bave 
been forced to raise prices on our own figures. 
15mm figures hâve not changed price for 
approximately three-four years. but the overall 
costs of production and sales bas increased 
dramatically. Inflation for the same period 
being 20-25%. 

To maintain quaiity and variety of figures 
produced it is necessary to bring prices back 
into line. 

We appreciate that when wargamers build 
units they occasionally need odd figures to 
finish a unit. To save people the cost of buying 
whole packets, we are now happy to sell the 
odd extra figure, The cost wiil be 15p for Foot. 
30p for Cavalry. However we cannot supply any 
particular variant, only extra figures of a certain 
code. 

Lastly we apologise to customers recently for 
the occasional delay in turning around mai! 
order business. Our young toddler Ben has 
restricted the amount of daytime workü We 
thank you for your patience, and promise you 
will get your goods as soon as possible. 

25th-26th July 

Last minute notice for To the Redoubt '92' - 
Display and participation games. Re-enactors, 
Traders. Painting Compétition. Military History 
Quiz (for kidsl, Prize Draw - Ist Prize: a 
Hinchcliffe-Ray Lamb' - French Officer 
(professionally painted) 80mm figurine! 

Entry to Combined Services Muséum is 
included in entry fee! The venue is a 
Napoleonic Fort housing Army Muséum etc. 
Royal Parade. Eastbourne Seafront - you can't 
miss the Centurion tank outsideü 

For more details contact Trevor Body (sec) 
0323 35417 or Alan Wood 0323 760384 e.g. 
Painting compétition classes etc. 

STOP PRESS. - There will be a bar! 

The Forgotten War: The British Army 
in the Far East, 194! 1945 

A New Permanent Exhibition open to the 
public from 25th April 1992 

Once called the Forgotten Army', the British 
14th Army at iast finds a permanent memorial 
in a new Gallery at the National Army Muséum. 

The war against lapan began disastrously 
with the évacuation of Burma and the fall of 
Singapore and Hong Kong. However. British 
and Commonwealth troops came to terms with 
the difficult conditions in which they fought and 
appreciated that the lapanese were not 
invincible. Chindit raids against (apanese 
supply lines boosted morale and proved that 
the jungle was indeed neutral'. Under General 
Slim. the reorganised I4th Army beat back the 
lapanese at Kohima and Imphal and fought 
their way south towards Rangoon, which they 
entered in May 1945. 

The Exhibition wiil include original artefacts 
from the Muséums collections. These include 
the Victoria Cross awarded to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Cumming Iwho rescued his men from a 
lapanese ambush and later led an escape 
through lapanese lines), and the I7th Century 
sword beionging to the Japanese General 
Honda who surrendered it to Major-Ceneral 
Crowther at the end of the Second World War. 

A number of full-scale reconstructions will 


show the varied terrain over which the war was 
fought and reflect the contribution made by 
people of various nations to the defeat of 
lapan. The reconstructions include a booby- 
trapped bridge, a prisoner-of-war hut and a 
machine-gun position. 

Ten Years On: The British Army 
and the Falkiands War 

A Spécial Exhibition to mark the 
tenth anniversary of the Falkiands War 

This Exhibition looks at the Argentine invasion 
of the Falkland Islands and the British response 
to it. The land fighting is covered in detail but 
attention is also drawn to the enormous 
logistical effort involved in transporting the task 
force to the South Atlantic and keeping it 
supplied. The effect of the war on soldiers of 
both sides is also examined. Exhibits include: 
The Victoria Cross awarded to Lieutenant 
Colonel H. )ones for his actions at the Battle of 
Goose Green. 

A Scots Guardsman s compass which stopped 
an Argentine bullet on Mt TUmbledown. 

Film: photographs: artwork: letters from home. 
A Scout Helicopter. 

A Rapier Missile Launcher and Laser Target 

An Argentine twin-barrelled anti-aircraft gun 
and Panhard Armoured Car. 

Historié Warshipsat 
Birkenhead 

it is exactly 10 years ago - to the day - since 
HMS Plymoutft was bombed and battered by 
the Argentine Air Force. As from today. the 
frigate HMS Plymoutft and the submarine HMS 
Onyx open their gangways for the public to step 
onboard a floating history tesson at Birkenhead. 
Both ships are vétérans of the Falkiands 
Campaign and their contributions were vital to 
the success of that remarkable operation. 

The Background ... 

Early in 1982 the military government in 
Argentina, ied by General Galtieri. decided that 
it would try to win an honoured place in its 
country's history by siezing the Falkland Islands 
- shortly after, the British government had 
indicated that the South Atlantic Waters would 
no longer be patrolled by an RN Warship. 

An apparently trivial matter sparked off the 
crisis. On 9th March (982 an Argentinean scrap 
merchant, Constantino Davidoff. landed on the 
bleak and remote island of South Georgia, The 
Argentinean Navy had provided transport for 
his workforce and they then raised the 
Argentinean flag on this remote British 
possession. 

Thus the long dispute over the sovereignty 
of the Falkiands and South Georgia flared up 
and on Friday 2nd April 1982. over 1000 
Argentinean troops invaded Port Stanley in the 
Falkiands. Grytviken in South Georgia fell the 
next day. 

After an angry debate in the House of 
Commons, the British government decided to 
expei the Argentinean invaders. Military 
experts recognised the problems involved in 
sending an expeditionary force 8000 miles 
across the other side of the world to confront a 
large, well prepared. Argentinean army. It was 


going to be a difficult and risky operation. And 
it was ali put together with astonlshing speed. 

Within one week the first éléments of a Royal 
Naval Task Force had assembled and sailed 
from home ports and Gibraltar. There. 16 
frigates and destroyers were resting after a 
Mediterranean exercise. Men onboard HMS 
Plymoutft were looking forward to a three month 
spell in the West lndies but she was soon 
ordered to join the Tàsk Force, and was in the 
first group of ships to head for the South 
Atlantic. Since ioiningthe Fleet in 1961. HMS 
Plymoutft took part in difficult operations 
worldwide from the Cod War off Iceland to the 
Confrontation with (ndonesia in the Far East. 
This looked to be a far more dangerous 
mission. 

Diary 

17/19 luly. Dragon Cou '92. Atlanta Hilton & Towers. Atlanta. 
Georgia. USA. Fantasy & miniatures compétition. RPG. 
Conférences, dances, tradestands Contact 404 925 2813 
25/26 July. To T/ir Redouta '92 The Redoubt, Royal Parade. 
Eastbourne Oisplay and participation games. painting 
compétition, history quiz (for kids), re-enactments. trade 
stands. Contact Trevor Body. 0323 354)7. 

I Auyust. Cloymorr 92. Adam House. Chamber Street. 
Edinburgh Bring and buy. display games. painting 
compétition, trade stands Contact Nei) Danskin 031 667 
8572. 

1/2 Augusl. Model Military Hobbies Exhibition. Parramatta Town 
Hall. Sydney. Australia. 9 30am Sat. lO.OOam Sun 
Secondhand stall, participation games painting and 
modelling demos plus compétitions. Contact Ray Compton 

2«ci Aagusl, SToB Open Day. Beaufort Community Centre. 
Southbourne. Bournemouth. Participation games. trade 
stands. Contact Dave Powe»0202 420966. 
i 5 Auyasi, Porti tan. Kelham Hall. Kelham. Nottinghamshire. 
Display and participation, trade stands Contact Laurence 
Baldwin 0602 500066. 

22 August. Exclcr and EasI Dmm 'Hargames Group Open Day. Clyst 
Vale. Community College. Station Road, Broadclyst. Devon. 

Contact lonathon lones 0395 270779. 

29 August. Arena '92. Addison Centre. Bedford. 10.30-4.00 
Démonstration and participation games, trade stands 
Contact Nick Upson. 27 Wiflow Road. Bedford. Beds MK42 

oas 

30 August. Broaàswtd 92. Loughton Hall, Rectory Lane, 
Loughton. Essex. 10.00-5.00. Bring and buy. démonstration 

Brazier. 3 The Mile End. Walthamstow. London EI7 5QE 
5/6 Septembre Thr Noiianels. Royal Horticultural Halls. 

démonstration games, painting compétition, trade stands. 
Contact Andy Wilcox Icompetltion) 24 Rickmansworth. 
Pinner. Middlesex HAS 3TC. Simon Lipscombe (other), 16 
Taylor Close. St Albans. Herts AL4 9YB, 

5/6/7 Septembre, Fantasy Fesl Fait '92. Sunbury Pa, Fantasy and 
historical games. painting compétition, dealers. Contact A & 

12/13 Septembre Wcssct Reyimentat Taltoo. Hopton Barracks, 
Devizes. Wiltshire Démonstrations. Re-enactments. trade 
stands Contact Capt iohn O Brien. The Wessex Régiment 
IR if le Volunteersl. Le Marchant Barracks. Devizes. Wiltshire 
SNI0 2ER tel 0380 723032 ext 26. 

19/20 Septembre Calours '92 The Hexagon. Reading. Bring and 

trade stands Modelling compétitions. Contact T. Halsaii 
0734 875123. 

26 Septembre N ordstarm 92. Stockton-on-Tees. Bring and buy. 
démonstration and participation games. painting 
compétition, re-enactments. Contact Cary Harbottle- 
lohnson 0642 670(07. 

26/27 Septembre S kirmlsb 92. The Bridge Centre. 
Chippenham. Wilts. Bring arid buy. participation games. 
15mm 6th Edition doubles masters, trade stands Contact 
Mike Evans 0249 655918. 

10/11 Oetobee Musler 92. The Roundhouse. Bergen/Hohne, 
Germany. Bring and buy. compétitions, démonstration and 
participation games. painting compétition re-enaetment 
groups. trade stands. Contact T Lawrence 05141 26584. 

18 Otlobee SELWG 92. Lewisham Leisure Centre, Lewisham. 
London SE13 7EP. 10 00am-5.00pm. Bring and buy. 
démonstration games. trade stands. Contact Paul 
Greenwood 081 857 6(07 

24/25 Odûbee M anouevres '92 Garrfson Theatre. Tidworth 
Contact A I Monger 0980 4 2*?46. * 


SEND DETAILS OF YOUR EVENT TO THE EDITOR. 
IF A LATER EVENT APPEARS BUT NOT YOURS 
SEND A REMINDERi 
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ACTION AT TSCHIKOLA 

December 1942 
by Jim Webster 


Recently I hâve been trying to fight a few 
Second World War battles in 1/300. However, I 
was not too fussed about massed tank actions. 
Because of this I took a look at the Russian 
Front during the Second World War. What 
people forget is that the Germans had 294 
infantry divisions, as opposed to around 30 
Panzer divisions and seven SS Panzer divisions. 
(These figures ignore such things as divisions 
formed in 1945 which never achieved more 
than regimental strength.) 

Obviously this means that it is quite easy to 
find actions that were fought by predominantly 
infantry forces on each side. Reading through 
the divisional history of five SS Panzer division 
(Wiking) I found several épisodes mentioned 
which looked worth further exploration. 
However sources which hâve detailed accounts 
of these actions from both sides are difficult to 
find. Hence I hâve tackled this action pretty 
much as if it was an ancient battfe I was 
researching, combining the few sources to 
hand. working out a probable scénario, which 
is backed by research from general sources. So 
do not treat too much of this as absoiute 
gospel, where possible I hâve tried to indicate 
where hard fact finishes and spéculation 
(hopefully reasonabie spéculation) starts. 

In Winter 1942 SS Motorised Infantry 
Division Wiking was engaged. as part of lllrd 
Panzer Corps in the Çaucasus Mountains. They 
had been the spear head-of the advance so far. 
and as the advance ground to a hait in the face 
of stiffening opposition and enemy counter- 
attacks they were about as far from Germany 
as it was possible to get and not be behind 
Soviet lines. On 9th November 1942 they had 
been redesignated as a Panzer Grenadier 
Division, however no-one had yet been 
withdrawn from the front for re-equipping, so 
they were still a Motorised infantry division, 
albeit one with its own Panzer Régiment. 

In November 1942 Wiking was engaged 
heavily in defending Alagir. Unfortunately their 
right flank. held by 2nd Rumanian Mountain 
division, was being outfianked. The Red army 
had managed to bring units through apparently 
impassable forests and over equally apparently 
trackless mountain ranges. These units. with 
some tanks, but very little artillery due to the 
nature of the terrain they had had to cross, 
started to attack the Western edge of the 
German line. Whilst lack of co-ordination 
between armour, infantry, and air strikes led to 
the Red army units having comparatively little 
success. at the end of November 23rd Panzer 
division was withdrawn to join Mansteins 
attempt to relieve Stalingrad. This led to an 
attempt to shorten the front, and a general 
weakening of the German position in the 
Çaucasus. 

Finally in early December the 2nd Rumanian 
Mountain division (Gebirgsdivision) was under 
severe pressure. It managed to contain the 
Soviet attacks but couldn't spare men to extend 
its western flank. This meant that when the 
Russians attacked up the narrow Tschikola and 
Uruh valleys with a fresh Guards Rifle division, 
ail there was to meet them was a few 
Rumanians, and what are described as 'weak 
security forces from the military police south of 


Tschikola. and a Georgian auxiliary unit near 
Chasnidon. The main danger lay in the fact the 
town of Tschikola lay not far south of the alagir- 
Zraudon valley road which was the only line of 
retreat for lllrd Panzer Corps. This meant that 
Tschikola had to be held. A remaining police 
company plus a sturmgeschutz battery were 
hurriedly despatched to Tschikola where they 
managed to launch a counter-attack which 
allowed the police units, who had already been 
eut off. to break out and fall back on Tschikola. 
but they were not strong enough to stop the 
continuing Russian attacks Into the breach was 
thrown the only troops Wiking could spare, one 
battalion (III Nordland), which with support 
became Kampfgruppe Collani. They arrived at 
a point just north of Tschikola, and assaulted 
the town. driving the enemy out after heavy 
fighting. They then took up défensive position 
on the heights south of Tschikola. An infantry 
company was then despatched over the hills to 
help the Georgians in Chasnidon. They at¬ 
tacked the eastern flank of a Guards Rifle 
Régiment in the Uruh valley forcing the régi¬ 
ment to withdraw. The front was restored, but 
this was only a temporary breathing space. So 
much for history, now for some spéculation. 
Let's look at the German forces. 

Initial German forces 
Military police south of Tschikola. 

A Georgian auxiliary unit near Chasnidon. 
Eléments of 2nd Rumanian Gebirgsdivision. 

Ist relief force 

One battery Sturmgeschutz. 

The last company of military police. 

2nd relief force. Kampfgruppe Collani 

III Nordland. 

One third of Nordlands regimental gun 
company. 

2 armoured cars. 

2 flak guns. 

One battery 105mm from AR5. 

The Military Police 

Probably not Military police as the British and 
Americans think of them, but Schutzpolizei, 
who were merely armed police units. They 
tended to be used for such things as securing 
traffic routes, moving refugees. and anti¬ 
partisan campaigns. However they could get 
thrown into the front line when things got 
sticky. Initially used in 500 strong battalions. 
with three rifle companies and a machine-gun 
platoon, in lune 1942 they were being com- 
bined into Regimental strength units. These 
Motorised Police régiments had three or four 
battalions as well as signal, armoured car. and 
anti-tank companies. However, they were 
equipped with obsolète and/or captured 
equipment. so were not really front line troops. 

For the game three weak green battalions 
around 250 strong, with four Russian or French 
armoured cars and a battery of four anti-tank 
guns. which can be anything under 50mm. 

A Georgian auxiliary unit 

Whilst many units of Osttruppen had been 
raised. in a semi officiai manner in 1941. it 
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wasn't until 1942 that they were considered 
important enough to be properly organised. 
They were formed into 'légions' which never 
acted together. individual battalions were 
despatched to wherever they were needed as 
soon as they were raised, trained. and 
equipped, normally in Poland. The Georgian 
Légion initially consisted of Ostbatallione 795 
and 796. It is probably one of these battalions 
which was in action around Chasnidon. They 
seem to hâve had the same theoretical organ¬ 
isation as a German battalion, but were often 
supplied with captured Russian equipment. 

For the game a green battalion 400 strong 
with a machine-gun company should be 
sufficient. 

2nd Rumanian Gebirgsdivision 

The second Mountain division consisted of the 
4th and 5th Mountain infantry régiments, 2nd 
mountain Artillery Régiment and Ist Mountain 
engineer battalion. In the fighting in the 
Çaucasus it suffered heavy losses and was 
withdrawn for rest and refitting. Due to its 
performance it received the title 'The Iron 
Division'. The commander Dumitrache seems 
to hâve been well regarded and competent, 
and his men fought better than expected. It 
appears that it was one end of their over 
extended front that was broken through, whilst 
the rest of the division held firm. 

A Mountain Artillery régiment consisted of 
three battalions. A heavy battalion with two 
batteries each of four guns with either 100mm 
(Skoda Ml6) or i05mm (Normally French) 
Mountain howitzers. There was a Battalion with 
three. four gun, batteries equipped with Skoda 
75mm M39 mountain guns, and a third bat¬ 
talion with three. fout gun batteries equipped 
with Russian M09 76.2mm Mountain guns. 

There was a two company engineer bat¬ 
talion, and a divisional anti-aircraft machine- 
gun company with three platoons. each having 
four machine-guns. 

The divisional anti-tank Battalion had 12 anti¬ 
tank guns. in either two or three companies. 
the Rumanians used the French Hotchkiss 
25mm gun. both the German Rheinmetall and 
the Polish/Swedish Bofors 37mm gun, and the 
French Schneider and Schneider-Creusot 
47mm guns. 

Finally the Mountain infantry régiments each 
contained two infantry battalions with a signais 
company and an engineer company. The 
Battalion had three rifle companies. a two 
section mortar platoon. and a three platoon 
Heavy machine-gun company with 12 machine- 
guns. A rifle company had a mortar section 
with two 60mm mortars. the Mortar section 
tended to hâve 81 mm mortars. 

For the game we can assume that ail that has 
got involved is the trailing edge of the division, 
a normal infantry battalion 500 strong. which 
as it was the end of the line was stiffened by an 
Anti-tank battery of four guns II model), and an 
Anti-aircraft machine-gun platoon of four 
machine-guns |I model). 

Ist relief force 

One battery Sturmgeschutz. 

The last company of military police 
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2nd relief force 

lli Nordland. 

One third of Nordlands regimental gun 
company. 

2 armoured cars. 

2 flak guns. 

One battery 105mm from AR5. 

III Nordland was the third battalion of the 
Nordland Régiment of five SS Panzer Grena¬ 
dier Division Wiking. Unfortunately whilst it 
had been informed that it had been upgraded 
to Panzer Grenadier from Motorised infantry 
on 9th November 1942. the situation and the 
front was such that no-one could be spared for 
re-equipping. so they were Panzer grenadiers 
in name only. 

III Nordland was a battalion composed 
entirely of Finnish Volunteers, and was actually 
overstrength. Up to November 1942 it had 
received 1.027 men, and its total killed in action 
up to when it returned to Finland in April 1943 
were only 255. However if you assume three 
wounded for everyone who dies and also 
assume that half the killed had been killed 
before this action this means the battalion is 
about 700 strong. Flowever, on 7th December 
1942 200 replacements were received by the 
Battalion which means its strength could hâve 
been as high as 900, 

For the game l'd suggest 900 seasoned or 
vétéran elite infantry. Indeed ail éléments from 
Wiking should be seasoned or vétéran elite. 

The regimental gun company should consist of 
six 75mm infantry guns and two 150mm heavy 
infantry guns. These should not be confused 
with the artillery pièces of the same calibre, 
they were lighter and had considerably less 
range. 

For the game it dépends upon your ideas of 
a third of eight guns, l'd say give them either 
two 150mms, or three 75mms. 

Two armoured cars is difficult. An infantry 
division should hâve three as part of its Recce 
Abteilung. In summer 1941 they had SdKfz 
232 s with the 20mm gun. This is what l'd give 
them for the game. 

Two flak guns is also a little difficult. Photo- 
graphs and documentary accounts show that 
Wiking had both 20mm and 37mm flak, ail 
single barrelled weapons that were towed into 
action. I hâve not seen anything yet which 
would prove they had 88mm flak as well at this 
point, but l'm willing to be convinced otherwise. 
For game purposes the choice is yours. 

The battery of 105mm guns is just that. Four 
105mm howitzers. |ust standard. 

The battery would probably consist of around 
four Stug llls. In Mid 1942 the Stug llls being 
produced got the long barrelled 75 mm gun as 
opposed to the original short barrelled 75mm, 
vastly improving anti-tank performance. |ust 
which these would be is up to you. 

For the police company l'd suggest that it 
would probably be of reasonable strength if 
only because it would probably be stiffened 
with the combings of the HQ and any detached 
éléments before being committed. 

For the game l'd suggest 200 men, Green. 

Russians 

This is apparently simple, one guards rifle 
division, albeit one without artillery. Back to 


hard fect. 

The Guards Rifle Division differed only 
slightly from an ordinary Rifle division. Its 
replacement pool, at 200 officers and men was 
twice the size of normal, and its rifle régiments 
had two sub-machine-gun companies. not 
merely one. It was also better served with 
support weapons. having slightly more anti¬ 
tank guns. 76.2mm guns and howitzers, and 
mortars It was also better provided with radios 
and services. Other than that it could be 
expected to behave better under combat as 
some of its personnel would hâve seen combat 
before. The guards désignation was awarded to 
a unit for achievements in combat. Unfortu¬ 
nately these achievements could hâve seen the 
unit so devastated that it had to be rebuilt from 
scratch using the survivors as a cadre around 
which the new unit was formed. This being so 
the Guards units should get some sort of bonus 
for the désignation, but they could stiil be 
green. normal, or even occasionaily vétéran. 

A rifle division had its HQ and HQ company, 
a horse mounted Recce troop. 74 strong. 
formed up into 12 sections each with a light 


machine-gun. the troopers were ail otherwise 
armed with sub-machine-guns. As well as such 
services as the signais company, the veterinary 
troop, the bakery company and the like there 
was a divisional engineer battalion, a divisional 
artillery régiment with 24 76mm guns and 
12 122mm Howitzers. There was a divisional 
anti-tank battalion. often motorised, with 
12 4 5mm anti-tank guns and 36 anti-tank rifles. 

Up to summer 1942 the Division had its own 
Anti-aircraft battalion with nine 12.7mm anti- 
aircraft machine-guns and six 37mm anti- 
aircraft guns, this it lost, but in summer 1944 it 
regained a company of 18 12.7mm anti-aircraft 
machine-guns. The division also had three rifle 
régiments. 

The Guards Rifle régiment had its HQ and 
staff, a recce company 40 strong, half armed 
with rifles the rest sub-machine-guns. and half 
mounted. There were two Regimental sub- 
machine-gun companies, each 100 strong, 
armed entirely with sub-machine-guns. and an 
anti-tank rifle company with 27 14.5mm anti¬ 
tank rifles There was a 27 man strong engineer 
company, a Regimental anti-tank battery with 
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six 45mm guns, and a regimental Howitzer 
battery with four 76mm howitzers. Finally in 
the teeth arms there was a Mortar battery with 
eight 120mm mortars and three rifle battalions. 

The theoretically 619 men strong rifle 
battalion, as well as HQ and signais had three 
rifle companies, each 143 men strong. a 
machine-gun company with 58 men and nine 
12.7mm heavy machine-guns. There was an 
anti-tank platoon with nine 14 5mm anti-tank 
rifles and a mortar company with nine 82mm 
mortars. Finally there was a gun platoon with 
two 45 mm anti-tank guns. 

In this scénario we know that due to the 
terrain the division had had to cross to arrive at 
its jumping off point for the attack it was 
without much, if not most of its artillery. But just 
how much? Back to supposition. 

A Russian !22mm Howitzer weighted, 
travelling with limber. 2,530kg. They were 
towed by artillery tractors. The Divisional 
76mm guns weighed not much less. depending 
upon which model you are looking at. The 
76mm guns were however horse drawn which 
means that in rough terrain they were poten- 
tially more mobile. 

However the regimental 76mm Howitzer 
weighed only 1,595kg travelling with Limber, 
and the 120mm Mortar had a travelling weight 
of a mere 560kg. Similarly the 45mm anti-tank 
gun had a travelling weight of 510kg. I would 
suggest that for the purpose of the game the 
Cuards rifle division had its regimental 76mm 
howitzers, and its 120mm mortars. with a few 
anti-tank guns. 

With regard to rnâfipower available the 
Handbook on USSR- mihtary forces. Nov 1945 
produced by the US Department of the army is 
interesting in its section on Mountain warfare. 


Basic principies. it says the following. 

There are often gaps between friendly front sectors which 
maij be occupied by the enemy. The appropriate 
disposition of second échelon and reserve troops is of the 
utmost importance for coping with enemy attempts at 
envelopment. outflanking and infiltration. U p to one sixth 
of the entire infantry forces and up to one fourth ofcavalry 
shoutd be designated for this purpose: 

There is also an interesting quote about 
engineers. each independenl unit or element. 
regardless of its composition, must be reinforced with 
engineers or assistance in omœming terrain obstacles, for 
building bridges, laying corduroy and other types of 
roads. forcing rivers. getting through swamps. conducting 
terrain reconnaissance etc: 

So let's look at our Division. It s lost ail its 
artillery. except for some regimental 76mm 
howitzers. 45mm anti-tank guns and its 120mm 
mortars. its engineer battalion is almost 
certainly trying to keep the road open. and 
improving it to allow for the passage of sup¬ 
plies. and hopefully the rest of the artillery. 
Then of its nine infantry battalions. two are 
probably held to counter any enemy attempts 
at envelopment. outflanking and infiltration. 

Playing the game 

You can see the basic outlines of the terrain on 
the map. The two valleys can well be played on 
separate tables some distance apart. as there 
should only be very little movement between 
tables. Only the German player should know 
that it is possible to cross with troops between 
the Uruh and Tschikola valleys. The Russians 
can discover this when they mount the spur 
south of Tschikola. 

The Germans initial deployment is as shown 


on the map. The valleys should be more 
duttered with villages, fields. orchards. streams 
and broken ground than is shown on the map. 

The Russian player must divide his force into 
at least two groups. or up to three. One group 
must arrive on table at Russian entry edge A. 
and a second must arrive at Russian entry edge 
B. The possible third may enter at Russian 
Entry edge C. This third force hasn't really any 
historical validity. it is a game mechanism. as it 
virtually guarantees that Tschikola will be at 
least partially surrounded by the time the relief 
forces arrive. The third force, if the Russian 
player decided to use one. may not hâve any 
artillery with it. 

The German Relief forces arrive reasonably 
early. the first arrives at the end of move two. 
so rt makes its first on table move in move 
three. This should mean that Tschikola is in 
danger of being eut off. but the situation isn't 
hopeless. The second relief force can arrive 
several moves after this. Id6 is as fair a way of 
doing this. Ideally you should measure your 
table and work out how many moves it will take 
the Russians to move from one end to the 
other unopposed. The second relief force 
should arrive in just less than this number of 
moves. 

Objectives. The Russian forces want to eut the 
east-west road which forms the Northern table 
edge. the Germans want to prevent this, ideally 
keeping the road out of reach of Russian 
artillery. 

So there you hâve it, The Russian Front! No 
panzers, virtually no armoured vehlcles, and 
even a few horsemen for the traditionatists. 
How about having your divisional recce troop 
cutting down fleeing fascists as they ride 
towards Berlin? 


HEREWARDTHE EXILE 


As Wargame Subject 
by Peter PH. Heath 

Assuming that you hâve already read the first 
article about Hereward, the epitome of the 
English Hero' (and a real historical figure, to 
bootl). there is. l'm sure you will agréé, great 
potential for wargaming the 'Dark Ages' in 
general, and the exploits of our hero in par- 
ticular. Therefore. we are talking skirmish 
wargaming! 

Colin Chapman, the genius behind Lotus 
Cars, once said that ail small cars hâve a habit 
of gaining weight. which. if you think about it, is 
very true. but this applies in a wargames 
context just as well. Ail back of a postcard' 
rules hâve a tendency to grow addenda sheets. 
and in a short time become weighty tomes, a 
process which successfully defeats the original 
object of the exercise. The rules which I 
herewlth présent for your délectation, while 
not really caste in the 'back of a postcard' 
mould. are. I hope. ali that you will need in 
written form. Events beyond the basic scope of 
those covered here I leave to your common 
sense. (something sadly lacking in some 
wargamers, but I suggest that you do not ask 
anyone who lacks this basic human facility to 
take part in a second game!). 

‘Wars Across the Saxon Shore' 

Dark Age and Early Mediaeval Skirmish 
Wargaming 



The following material is provided on the basis 
keep it simple, keep it fast'. 

a. Each figure has his own 'personality' and 
fighting ability. Le.: 

RANULF - Morale 4 
Weapons - Spear (4). Dagger (l| 

Armour - Mail (2). Round Shield (I) 

EXPLANATION: 

Ranulf's base morale is 4 (he is therefore an 
about average warrior). Ten would be a hero. 1, 
a rubbish peasant type. (I suggest that your 
force makeup should therefore be determined 
by IDI0.) 

Ranulf's figure has weapons. These are the 
ones on the métal figure, and are ail that he will 
ever hâve. In Ranulf's case the spear. with a 
factor of 4, is his primary weapon. (If in doubt, 
the primary weapon is the one with the highest 
factor.) 

Ranulf's figure also has the armour. If he is hit 
the armour takes some. or ail of the potential 
damage. 

b. COMBAT. For details of what happens in 
combat, or should 1 use that phrase so beloved 
of jargon merchants. the 'combat mechanisms', 
here s an example, from which you will garner 


ail that you will need, and avoids 20 sections 
and sud sections of confusing waffle! 

EXAMPLE: 

Ranulf is involved in fight with another figure 
once they corne into base to base contact, (or 
near as damn it). The other figure is equipped 
the same as our chappie and has the same 
morale. Ranulf throws a '3' on a D10, his enemy 
throws a '5'. Ranulf. because he has thrown 
beiow his weapon factor (4). has made a hit. 
Neither figure gets an adjustment for morale. 
The other fellow s armour. however, is worth a 
combined factor of 3 (armour = 2. round 
shield = I). What a shame! Ranulf has thrown 
only one (I) below his enemy's armour value. 
The other chap is now pushed back. and Ranulf 
• gets an extra -1 on his die rôle next turn. If 
Ranulf had rolled two (2) below the enemy 
would hâve been disabled, or if he had rolled 
three (3) or more below. his opponent would 
hâve been seriously dead. 

c. WEAPON TYPES (hand) Factor 

Farm implement, bare hands, club, dagger I 

Short sword, hand axe 2 

Spear 4 

Great sword. danish axe ' 5* 

* May not use a shield whilst wielding these 
weapons. 
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d. ARMOUR Factor 

None 0 

Leather I 

Mail 2 

Round Shield 1 

Great (kite) shield 2 

Though not really fitting into this section, i 
suggest defending obstacle' type of actions 
generate I or 2 factors, depending on type and 
circumstance. 


e. MORALE 
Pressed levy'/peasants 

' R andom' generator (D 10): 1.2 

Combat adjustment +1 

Standard warrior 

Random' generator (D\0): 3,4,5,6 

Combat adjustment 0 

'Bodyguard', commander 
'R andom’ generator IDIO): 7,8.9 

Combat adjustment -1 

'Hero' 

Random' generator (DI0): 0 

Combat adjustment - 2 


If. as a resuit of being pushed back. your 
figure is still about (i.e., not disabled or dead). 
the following morale results occur. 

If pushed back: (Note that these geffects 
apply with consequetive pushbacks). 

Once: Pressed levy and peasant types run 
away. Others continue to fight. 

TWice: Standard warriors run away. others 
continue to fight. 

Thrice: Bodyguard runs away. Commander and 
hero(s) continue to fight. 

AH figures hâve the option to run away if they 
so wish. However, if they do run. each figures 
morale drops by one (I), and remains at this 
level until they hâve a chance to acquit them- 
selves (or deteriorate still further!) at a later 
date. If at the conclusion of a fight you hâve any 
figures still standing who hâve actually killed 
enemy figures (NOT dispatched the wounded 
after the event!) and still survive, each figure s 
morale goes up by one (1). This only applies if 
they are figures which hâve not run away. (This 
means that if the commander of a warband 
orders his men to retreat. his men do not 
necesarily find themselves branded cowardsil 

f. DISABLED FIGURES 

If a figure is disabled in battle. the following 
things will happen. 

Throw a D10 for each figure disabled. 

1-3 Very serious wound. This is a job for EXIT. 
4-8 Wound. The figure will recover. but will take 
the number of months you threw on the dice. 
9-0 Light wound/serious headache. Figure will 
be back in action next day. 

Obviously.. if the figures are those of a 
defeated side, EXIT is the resuit for those 
throwing 1-8. Those throwing 9-0 are likely to 
become slaves. 


g. DISTANCE WEAPONS 

Light bow 

Sling 

Rock 


Range 
0-10" (D10) 
06" (D6) 
0-4" (D4) 


The effect of a distance weapon is dépendent 
upon range. The range is firstly measured. 



famous bero into the W dke jamily bg "marrying ” his 
daughler to their ancestor . 

Knightly: Folk Héros of Britain, 1982 
(Once range is measured. the figure MUST fire.) 
The dice roll to hit is the same or greater as the 
distance to his target. i.e. an archer fires at his 
target 7 inches away. He must throw a 7 or 
more on a D10 to hit. 

Once a hit has been registered. what about 
the effects? These are dépendent upon both 
the die roll and the armour worn by the target. 
Let's say that our man Ranulf has been hit by 
an arrow. fired 7 inches away. The archer threw 
a 9. (2 over his base 'to hit' value). Ranulfs 
armour is worth 3, so the arrow has not 
penetrated, BUT Ranulf is pushed back half an 
inch (by the hit. surprise, shock. fear or what- 
ever!). The same System applies with other 
distance weapons. and it doesn't take a genius 
to work out that the bow, at dose range, can be 
léthal. 

NCTE: Bows were only rarely used during this 
period. so more than 1 per 10 figures is 
excessive! 

h. MOVEMENT (in inches) 

Encumberance: None 
Crawl Walk R unICanter Any obstacle 

i 3 6 Halfspeed 

Encumberance: Leather 
Crawl Walk RunICanter Any obstacle 

I 3 5 Halfspeed 

Encumberance: Mail 
Crawl Walk RunICanter Any obstacle 

I 3 4 Halfspeed 

Encumberance: Horseback 
Crawl Walk RunICanter Any obstacle 

N/A 4 8 Halfspeed, 

no cantering 

Movement is alternate, but each turn both 
sides throw a die. The highest chooses who 
moves first that turn. Firing takes place at the 
end of both side's movement. then meiee. Run 
aways take place in the next movement phase. 
NOTE: If a figure runs away from meiee. he 
does NCT corne back for the rest of the game! 


Well. that's not so bad, now is it? Onward then, 
to the matter of organising your army'. (Army. 
in a 20th Century context is too grand a Word 
for it. so let’s call it a warband.) A force of more 
than 20 figures per side for a normal game of 
an hour duration is really unnecessary. 


The Figures 

I cannot speak with authority for 25mm figures, 
as I use 15mm for my warbands, but the 
following principles are worth considering. As 
this is skirmish wargaming. with small numbers 
of figures involved. there really is no need to 
hâve serried ranks of men. ail in the same 
armour, and same pose, carrying the same 
weapons. In 15mm 1 hâve buiit up a collection 
of individual figures in the last 18 months. from 
peasants with pitchforks, to Norman knights on 
horseback, using many different manufacturera, 
(which, incidently, gives you some idea of the 
eccentric approach figure designers hâve to 
scate!). Currently my tally stands at something 
over 100, not counting a number of (dwarf) 
cattle, sheep and goats made by Irregular 
Miniatures. Unfortunately many manufacturera 
these days market their figures in packs of five 
or six. ail in the same pose, so getting several 
friends interested and swapping figures may be 
your best bet. 

Painting 

As to painting the figures. I hâve used such 
diverse sources as Miniature Wargames, kiddy' 
books on the Normans, Vikings and Saxons 
and the Osprey book, 'Saxon. Viking and 
Norman', the illustrations from which give a 
good guide, but the text is mostiy drive!. A 
good rummage about in your local library will, 
in any case, dig up some examples to start with. 

Terrain and Buildings 

With référencé to terrain and buildings, 
perhaps this. taken from W.G. Hoskins book. 
The Makingofthe Engjisft Landscape. will set 
the scene. 

Mudt of England (in 1086) was still thickly wooded, 
even in districts that had long been settled. Generally it 
was a thick oak and ash jorest ... F rom rising ground 
England must hâve seemed one great jorest, an almost 
unbroken sea of treetops. with a thin blue spiral of smoke 
rising here and there ai long internais.' 

In other words. except for a clearing about 
any buildings, just large enough to raise crops. 
forest. moor or marsh was the order of the day. 
Buildings can be made yourself very easily 
from balsa, of the rude hut' variety. In reality 
most buildings would hâve been rectangular, 
with a wooden frame, wattle and daub walls 
and thatched roof. (Remember that Windows 
were almost unheard of for the common 
man !) Hedges were used to mark things like 
estate boundaries. but were otherwise uncom- 
mon, and there is some archaeological évi¬ 
dence that wicker fences and hurdles were 
used to pen livestock. 

Having now covered the basics of this period. 
you will. I hope. now décidé to 'hâve a go', and 
spend up to £5 raising a warband! I suggest a 
few games based on the villagers face a raiding 
party' scénario, so beloved of ail wargamers, 
followed by the You killed my brother. Step 
outside ...'. graduating to the Who's that in the 
shrubbery?' scénario. Each of these games 
should take no more than an hour or 90 
minutes, so two at least in an evening is 
realistic. Having mastered the rules, then time 
for a campaign based initially on the exploits of 
Hereward himself in the last article, using the 
map as the basis of the campaign area. 
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SS57 French Marshals Set £1.60 SS53 Napoléon Staff Set £1.60 



SS55 Suvarov Staff Set £1.60 AG01 ACW Générais Set £1.60 


In order to maintain the very highest quality for which Battle Honours is famous l’m pleased to 
announce that ten of the horses hâve now been “fattened up” and are now available in their well fed 
splendour. SS9and SSIOarebeingredesigned as are SN2,3 and 6. GC22, French Guard Foot Artillery 
crew, is now available. Over the next few months we will continue to remodel and rationalise as 
necessary as well as adding three new Ancients armies (Carthaginians are being worked on now) and 
a brand new Malburian range. Free catalogues are available at the above address. 

ACCESS - MASTERCHARGE - VISA 
MAIL AND TELEPHONE ORDERS ACCEPTED 


a 
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THE RELIEF OF PONTEFRACT, 1645 

byJohn Barrait 



Introduction 

The Relief of Pontefract Castle in Mardi 1645 
by Sir Marmaduke Langdale and his Royalist 
Northern Horse was one of the most remark- 
able operations of the English Civil War. It 
involved an epic cross-country march. out- 
marching and outwitting s uperior enemy 
forces, and winning two hard-fought major 
actions. Both of these make interesting and 
neglected wargame subjects. whilst the 
operation as a whole lends itself well to a map 
campaign game. 

Preliminaries 

The winter of 1644-45 found the Royalist cause 
in England at a low ebb. Though the King had 
avoided defeat in the South, and at ieast held 
his own. most of the North of England had 
been lost after the great Royalist defeat at 
Marston Moor (2nd July). But a few garrisons 
still held out, notabiy Pontefract Castle and the 
defenders of Scarborough and Carlisle. And 
not ail of the King's Northern supporters had 
given up the fight after Marston Moor. About 
i ,500 of the formidable Northern cavalry had 
made their way South, into 'exile', seeing in a 
Royalist victory the only hope of restoring their 
own fortunes in their home territory, now 
under the occupation of the Parlimentarian 
forces and their Scottish allies. 

The Northern Horse, as they were called, 
were a mixed bunch. They included the 
fragments of more than a score of the régi¬ 
ments of horse which had seen long and 
successful service in the army of the Earl of 
Newcastle, and had distinguïshed themselves 
on a number of occasions, most notabiy at 
Seacroft Moor and Marston Moor They had 
had a hard time since that defeat, being 
mauled in several small engagements during 
their long trek southwards, and suffering even 
more from désertions. That the Northern 
Horse had survived at ail was largely due to the 
personality of their formidable commander. Sir 
Marmaduke Langdale. 

Langdale, a Yorkshireman. ranks amongst the 
most effective commanders of horse of the Civil 
Wars. Born about 1598, he served in Europe 
with the forces of the Queen of Bohemia, and 
f rom early on, seems to hâve inspired a mixture 
of fear, dislike and dévotion among those who 
knew him. In character Langdale was dour, 
hard-bitten and forbidding, with a rare ability 
to alienate people. His eldest son is said to 
hâve been so much in awe of his father that he 
was too afraid of him to tell him when he was 
dying, and Lord Clarendon wrote of him as a 
man hard to please. and of a very weak 
understanding yet proud, and much in love 
with his owrt judgement. 

Others saw Langdale differently however, 
and some idea of the loyalty which he inspired 
among his troops may be gathered from the 
Diary of Sir Henry Slingsby, who rode with the 
Northern Horse du ring the Naseby campaign. 
he wrote of Langdale's troopers they showed a 
mind indiffèrent what way they went so they followed 
their General, and such an army had Caesar of whom 
they wrote that he would be so severe and précisé in 
exacting discipline, as he would not give them warning of 
the time either of iourney or battle. but hepl them ready. 
intentive and prest to be ied forth upon a sudden every 


minute of an hour. whithersoever he would. And as Julius 
Caesar was severe in reguiring an exact observance of 
strict discipline, so he would teach them to endure 
hardships by his own example, lighting from his horse 
and leading them on foot many limes with the head bare. 
whether the s un did shine or the clouds did pour rairi. 

Langdale was fortunate in having a capable 
team of senior officers. notabiy his second in 
command, Sir William Blakiston. a man of great 
Personal bravery, who had done well at 
Marston Moor. Other capable commanders 
included Sir Gameliel Dudley, who had dis- 
tingufshed himself in the fighting against the 
Scots during the spring of 1644. and was to 
write the official' Royalist account of the 
Pontefract operation, and Sir Philip Monckton, 
another hard-fighting commander, described 
by Clarendon as 'mad'l 

The Northern Horse were not an easy 
proposition to command. They included a high 
proportion of officers, and except perhaps for 
one or two of the larger ones. the regimental 
structure had broken down, so that they seem 
to hâve increasingly been organised into 
squadrons containing éléments of several units. 
Discipline, at Ieast off the field, was always bad; 
George Monck. who encountered the 


Northerners in 1645, described them as a 
rabble of gentility’. Cattle-stealing, a time- 
honoured tradition in Durham, Northumberland 
and Cumberland, from whence many of the 
Northern Horse originated, had been a 
common feature of the Northern cavalry since 
the beginning of the war, and the Northern 
Horse were to achieve a fearsome réputation 
for plunder and worse alleged atrocities 
wherever they went. Though the Northerners 
had fought well in the past, their record since 
Marston Moor had not been such as to inspire 
confidence; it remained to be seen what 
benefits had been gained from a winter of rest 
and réorganisation. 

A key considération throughout the history of 
the Northern Horse was that its members were 
motivated at Ieast as much as from their loyalty 
to the King by a burning desire to liberate their 
homelands. and by February 1645 this had 
reached such a pitch that the officers. (doubt- 
less with Langdale’s knowledge and at Ieast 
tacit consent) sent a Pétition to the King. After 
pointing out that many of our sotdiers are already 
wasted. and do daily moulder away. and that the main of 
our présent strength consist of officers. gentlemen of 
guality. and their attendents. unmeet for these duties 
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which are expected and required . the officers 
described the desperate condition of Pontefract 
and the other Northern garrisons. and daimed 
that if allowed to march to their relief, they 
would be able to raise the North once more for 
King Charles. 

This pétition was not an easy one for the King 
to deal with, The formation of the New Mode! 
Army, and the générai dwindling of Royalist 
strength, meant that he would need every 
available soldier with him for the opening of 
the spring campaign in the South, but the near 
mutinous tone of the Northern officers seemed 
to threaten that Langdale's men might simply 
desert or go off independently if their views 
were not taken into account. 

Furthermore, the Northern Horse had a 
powerful ally in the shape of Prince Rupert, 
recently appointed General of the Royalist 
armies. He was anxious to avenge his defeat at 
Marston Moor, and fully aware of the import¬ 
ance of the North, and the ultimately fatal 
effects which its loss would hâve on the Royalist 
cause unless rectified. 

What is less clear is how far the daims of the 
Northern officers were in fact justified. The 
Parliamentarian Army of the Northern Associ¬ 
ation, under the command of Lord Fairfax. was 
still in the process of réorganisation, whilst 
Leven and his Scots hovered in Cumbria. 
distracted both by the Siégé of Carlisle, the 
threat posed at home by Montrose. and 
increasing friction with their Parliamentarian 
allies. It is certainly the case that the Parlia- 
mentarians felt that control of the North was 
far from secure, and given the stimulus of a 
victory followed by a reasonable breathing 
space, it was quite possible that the powerful 
nucléus represented by the Northern Horse 
could hâve been filled out into a force rep- 
resenting a very serious challenge. 

Probably as a resuit of the joint efforts of 
Rupert and Langdale, a compromise was 
arrived at. The Northern Horse would be 
permitted to march to the aid of Pontefract, the 
most immediately threatened garrison, and 
there was also apparently some vague assur¬ 
ance of further assistance for the North once 
the main campaigning season began. before 
which Langdale and his men were to be back 
with the main army. 

Pontefract Castle, besides being one of the 
few remaining Royalist garrisons in the North of 
England. was of considérable strategie import¬ 
ance, commanding the Crossing of the River 
Aire on the most favourable route for any 
Royalist thrust into the Vale of Mark. Its garrison. 
under Sir Richard Lowther, inciuded a con¬ 
sidérable number of leading Northern Royalists 
and reformadoes' - officers who had escaped 
from Marston Moor and the collapse of the 
Northern Royalist army which had followed it. 
Pontefract Castle itself was not under serious 
threat until Chrlstmas Day, 1644, when Lord 
Fairfax's men stormed the town and were then 
able to directly threaten the Castle itself. 

An appeal for aid reached the King by about 
lOth February, and helped strengthen the case 
of the Northern Horse. 

The Royalist Forces 

By this stage the 1,500 men of the Northern 
Horse seem to hâve been organised into two 
brigades. One was Langdale's own. possibly 
commanded operationally by Sir Phillip 
Monckton. It may well hâve consisted of the 
remains of those régiments which had been 
chiefly raised in Yorkshire. Lancashire and 




perhaps Derbyshire. and probably inciuded 
éléments of the following régiments: 

Sir Marmaduke Langdale's Reformadoes 

Sir Marmaduke Langdale's Régiment 

Sir William Mason 

Francis Hunagate 

Sir Phillip Monckton 

Sir Francis Middleton 

Sir Gameliel Dudley 

John Shallcross 

Francis Malham 

Sir John Girlington 

Sir William Bradshaw 

For tactical purposes. the brigade seems to 
hâve been formed into two divisions, com¬ 
manded by Monckton and Sir Gameliel Dudley. 
Each division formed two squadrons; these. 
each theoretically consisting of about 200 men, 
formed the basic tactical unit in the field, and, 
somewhat surprisingly, considering the large 
number of field officers available, seem 
sometimes to hâve been commanded by 
captains. 

The second brigade was commanded by Sir 
William Blakiston. and probably inciuded 
troops from Northumberland, Durham, 
Cumberland and Westmoreland. Régiments 
represented inciuded: 

Sir William Blakiston 

Ralph Mylott 

|ohn Forcer 

John Errington 

Francis Carnaby 

Sir Francis Anderson 

Sir Francis Howard 

|ohn Smyth 

Edward Grey 

Sir John Preston 

Sir Edward Widdrington 

Once again this brigade was organised into two 
divisions, probably with Edward Grey and 
Francis Carnaby as commanders. 

The March Begins 

If the relief attempt was to succeed. speed was 
essential. Marching North via Chipping Norton 
from their quarters in Hampshire, Langdale 


and his men were at Banbury on 23rd 
February. They may hâve received a few 
reinforcements here from Northern Royalists 
who had spent the winter in Oxford, as well as 
the temporary support of some of the Banbury 
horse (Earl of Northampton's Régiment) led by 
Sir William and Charles Compton, Total 
strength was probably now about 1.800 horse. 
On the 23rd. the Royalists left Banbury on the 
flrst stage of what was to prove an epic march. 

The advance guard was formed by the 
Banbury horse, and soon after the march 
began the Royalists received word of a party of 
Northamptonshire Parliamentarian horse 
under Colonel Lydcot, quartered near Flore. 
The enemy had also learnt of Langdale's 
approach, and were drawn up on Borough Hill, 
just outside Daventry. intending to cover the 
retreat of a company of their foot. Compton 
sent out a forlorn hope of 30 men under 
Captain Flammock Colbourne to provoke their 
opponents into abandoning their strong 
position. Then the rest of the Banbury horse 
came up, Lydcot's men withdrew. and were 
hotly pursued by the Royalists. Langdale's men 
remained in reserve. The Pariiamentarians 
were chased along a lane, but. fortunateiy for 
Lydcot, their foot had time to line the hedges 
near Weedon Church. It seems that the Royalist 
pursuit was checked here, at least temporariiy, 
but Lydcot's men retreated in some disorder to 
Northampton. having iost about 50 men taken 
prisoner and many horses and arms. Lydcot is 
said in one account to hâve narrowly evaded 
capture by throwing his scarlet doak over the 
head of his pursuer s horse. 

This was an encouraging start to the ex¬ 
pédition, particuiarly as the enemy were still in 
the dark about Royalist aims. 

But by the 26th, Sir Samuel Luke, Parlia¬ 
mentarian Governor of Newport Pagnell. was 
able to Write; Those forces which went from Banbury 
towards Newark prove to be the broken forces beionging 
to the Earl of Newcastle which hâve wintered near 
Salisbury and are beionging to Sir M. Langdale's 
brigade ... and are to recruit themselves in the North 
and to relieve those places in danger by our forces' 

Although Luke was incorrect in some of his 
details, he at least had the right general idea 
about the Royalists' objective; the question now 
was, would there still be time to stop them? 
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The Action at Melton Mowbray 

Aller spending the night at Daventry, the 
Northern Horse (the Banbury forces having 
returned home) continued their march on 
Monday 24th February, reaching Market 
Harborough without any sign of the enemy. 
That night, Langdale received reports that the 
Parliamentarîan horse of the East Midlands. 
under Colonel Edward Rossiter, were being 
mustered. though their plans were undear. 
However the next evening (25th February), as 
the Royalists approached Melton Mowbray, 
they were. wrote Sir Gameliel Dudley, full 
assured: for approaching neare the Towne Iprobably 
along the road from G rear D albyl, we discovered s ome 
horse and dragoom in il. and upon anolher passe of the 
water in a faire Meade, about halfe a mile from the 
Towne. their maine slrength tas we judged them) being 
neare 2,000 in ail. were drawne up to oppose us las Sir 
Marmaduke Langdle did conçoive ) at the passage, being 
a place of verg gréai advantage. for which purpose he was 
instantly putting himself in a posture to endeavour to 
force the passe, but their eagemess to fight saved us that 
labour, for by the Urne we were well in order. drawn up. 
and had gained the brow of the Hi II on the South side of 
Melton. the enemy was advanced through the Towne to 
meet us. and in a gallant fury gave us a bold charge upon 
the very ground chosen by us to fight upon: the encounter 
continued hot and sharp a good while, with severall 
appearances of sucesse on both sides. but at length they 
were wholly routed, many of their Commandes slaine. 
many hurt. and ail the body scattered into their severall 
G arrisons. the fatigue ofour long March. and the night 
intervening, prevented our pursuit of them in a strange 
counlry. but we slew upon the place neere 100, and took 
almost so many Prisoners and foure Cotours of Horse. 
The losse we sustained was small, only Sir fohn 
Cirlington and Captain Gascoign. tiw gallant 
Gentlemen, both slain in the first Charge, and some few 
wounded . . The pursuit of the Enemy being done. and 
the pillage of the field gathered by our men. wherein was 
good store both Horse-mens Armes and Pistols.' 

The Royalist newsletter. Mercurius Aulicus'. 
stated that the brunt of the fighting was 
undertaken by Blakiston's Brigade, and that the 
Parliamentarians lost 57 prisoners. 150 mus- 
kets and three cornets, with the Royalists 
sustaining a total of 10 casualties. 

Such figures are notoriously unreiiable. and. 
not surprisingly, Parliamentarian versions 
differed sharply. They daimed that Rossiter's 
force consisted of his own Régiment, Colonel 
Charles Fleetwood and the Burleigh Horse, 
according to them a total of 900-1.000 troopers. 
They claimed that they had decided to 
advance through Melton Mowbray and engage 
the Royalists lest in delaying we should hâve an 
enemy in our reare' - they feared intervention by 
horse from the Royalist garrison at Newark. But 
'the passages being so streighl in the town. before we 
could get our body drawn up. the enemy marched fast on 
us. so that we were forced to charge them with Col 
Rossiter's Régiment and Capt Pœ's and Capt Moodys 
troops'. This, they claimed, was done with good 
success. routing'several bodies of the enemy and doing 
good execution on them tas the enemy themselves confess) 
till being overpowered by numbers and reserves of the 
enemy we were forced to retire in disorder. the rest ofour 
body that should hâve supported us not withstanding' 
They admitted to losing Captain Poe's colours. 
but took three cornets of the enemy, and killed 
at least 40 of Landale's men, or by one account 
100, including Colonel Samuel Tlike (who was 
not in fact présent) and Major Kellington. 

Whatever the true tally of casualties, the fact 
remained that Rossiter had failed to hait 
Langdale, and süll had no certain knowledge of 


his objective; they are now in their march to Newark 
and some think they intend for P ontefract. others for the 
Association! The game was still very much in 
Langdale's hands. 

Despite having already marched that day 
' 15 long dirty miles’. Langdale pressed on that 
night beyond Belvoir Castle, quartering at 
Botesford and Norrington. On the 26th the 
Northern Horse rode on some four miles 
beyond Newark, causing Parliamentarian 
troops from Lincoln and Welbeck to abandon 
the siégé of Norvill House. an outpost of the 
Newark garrison. Langdale was reinforced by 
about 400 horse and a smaller number of foot 
from Newark. commanded by Lieutenant- 
Colonels Rolleston and Cartwright. 

As mentioned earlier, the Northern Horse 
had always had a certain notority, but some 
evidence suggests that their march to Pontefract 
was accompanied by fairly systematic brutality 
against civilians and their property. In part this 
was symptomatic of the growing breakdown of 
discipline in the Royalist forces, but it is also 
clear that Langdale's increasingly desperate 
followers had little hésitation in venting their 
bitterness on what they regarded as enemy 
territory. 

Approach to Pontefract 

The Parliamentarians were still in considérable 
doubt concerning Langdale's intentions, and 
this uncertainty paralysed any effective 
countermoves. As late as 2nd March, Sir 
Samuel Luke was writing to Sir William 
Brereton. Parlements commander in Cheshine; 
’Lasf week there passed by 2,000 horse under Sir M. 
Langdale which must join with those coming towards 
you. but whelher they corne to the enemy s forces in your 
country or they in your country must go to them, I 
cannai yet détermine’. 

Lord Fairfax and the Northern Parliamen¬ 
tarian forces besieging Pontefract had been 
aware of Langdale's activities for several days. 
but there was considérable doubt concerning 
his objectives, an attack on the Eastern As¬ 
sociation being thought possible. The resuit 
was renewed hesitency amongst the local 
Parliamentarian leadership. Rossiter. already 
shaken by the rough handling his troops had 
received at Melton Mowbray, held back still 
more because of concern for his home territory. 


Fairfax was partially reassured concerning 
Langdale's intentions by a report from one of 
his officers, who had been in Doncaster on 
27th February. that there had been no sign of 
any enemy activity in the area. As a resuit 
Fairfax made no attempt to cover the approach 
to Pontefract from the South by defending the 
Crossing of the River Don, though, as a pré¬ 
caution. he withdrew his heavy siégé guns from 
Pontefract across the River Aire. 

However, the Parliamentarians were still 
basically unprepared, when. on the night of 
Friday 28th February, Langdale and his troops 
arrived at Doncaster. During the day they had 
sent their scouts on ahead. and they sighted 
some Parliamentarian patrols, which had fallen 
back before their advance. Langdale had 
expected his opponents to hâve by now been 
alerted, and be preparing to defend the 
Crossing of the Don, but in the event the 
Royalists secured Doncaster Bridge unop- 
posed. apart from a mine which presumably 
failed to go off. and quartered in the town for 
the night. 

The besiegers of Pontefract, in the absence in 
York of Lord Fairfax, were under the oper- 
ational command of Commissary General )ohn 
Lambert, an experienced vétéran of the 
campaigns in the North. They were at last 
aware of their danger, but seem to hâve had no 
idea of Langdale's numbers, and were ordered 
by Lord Fairfax to stand on the défensive until 
reinforcements arrived. 

The Parliamentary Forces 

The units under Lambert's command, were, on 
paper, reasonabiy experienced. They included 
his own régiment of horse. which had been in 
the thick of the action -in the North since 
beginning of the war. fighting, among other 
places, at Nantwich and Marston Moor. Also 
présent were the other seasoned cavalry 
régiments of Christopher Copley. Matthew 
Wren and Matthew Alured. The foot included 
the régiments of John Bright, Lord Fairfax 
(under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
William Forbes, a Scottish professional) and 
Robert Overton. In addition there was a 
dragoon régiment, about 500 strong, under 
Thomas Morgan, Total strength has been 
estimated at up to 4.000 horse and 2,500 foot, 
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though this seems rather too high. It seems 
unlikely that Lambert can hâve mustered more 
than about 2,500 horse and dragoons at most. 
and the foot may hâve been nearer 2.000. 

The Battle of Cheqifèrfield 

Langdale resumed his advance early on 
Saturday Ist March. He was now about 15 miles 
from Pontefract. and readied his forces for 
action. He put his army in Ifie posture of Bataille fie 
did intend to fight in. and prepared the Souldier with a 
knowledge of such difficulties as they could expert this day 
to encounter with. and therefore to go armed with the 
constancy of undoubted resolutions, it being a business 
that was at jïrsf no lesse dangerous to undertake. than it 
was desperate to décliné. The news was entertained by a 
welcome from the Souldiers that echoed out aloud their 
joyful acclamation.' 

Langdale pressed on as far as Wentbridge, 
about three miles from Pontefract. As part of 
his delaying tactics, Lambert had sent Morgan's 
500 dragoons and a force of horse estimated 
by Gameliel Dudley as being 2,000 strong (a 
considérable over-estimate), to contest the 
Crossing of the River Went. Most of the Parlia- 
mentarians were posted on a hill North of 
Wentbridge. with a forlorn hope in the road iust 
beyond the river. According to Captain 
Hodgeson of the Parliamentarian army, 
Lambert himself was in command of the force. 

Langdale, seeing action to be imminent, 
dismounted, and according to one account, 
gave the usual signal of his préparation for an engage¬ 
ment. by leaning somewhile (being on foot) over his 
saddle. and performing some private dévotions which 
those under his command well understood. Then giving 
the necessary command he sent up a forlorne under 
Captain D arrell... They marched slouping up the hill. 
and when they were upon level ground upon the hill the 
enemy fled. The whole of Sir Marmaduke's horse and 
foot followed with alacrity. and at D arrington the enemy 
made a hait, and a confused charge took place between 
them and the forlorne. H ere the enemy lost a cornet. . . 
a Mr termine and three or four others.' 

Dudley stated more concisely that the 
Royalists without much danger in the dispute, forced 
the passage.' But the skirmish. together with the 
rearguard action mounted by Morgan's dra¬ 
goons. gave the Parliamentarians time to draw 
up the rest of their troops, claimed. with some 
inaccuracy. by the Royalists to be ail the forces in 
the North. apart from Sir |ohn M eldrum's forces before 
Scarborough and Sir lohn Savitlés troops from Sandal. 
which arrived too late for the battle.' 

The Northern Horse. possibly because they 
were still being delayed by Morgan's Dragoons. 
left the road at Darrington. and eut across the 
Westfield and Carlton fields and some endos- 
ures known as the Upper Taythes. Meanwhile, 
seeing the movements of the besiegers. and 
possibly hearing firing, the garrison sent Sir 
Brian Stapleton . . . to discover whether it were Sir 
Marmaduke Langdale. which underslanding it to be. he 
hastened to give information, which the garrison made a 
syne. that they understood it. by firing some gunpowder 

Lambert's forces were drawn up on the 
South side of the Taythes, with a small brook. 
which did not présent a serious obstacle, 'on the 
back of the foremost body. and a rising ground before 
them. upon which Sir Marmaduke's body was drawn up 
soulh of the enemy. there being open fields on the east 
and right hand. and some hedges and enclosures on the 
left wing, or west side towards the townei 

The area where the Parliamentarians were 
drawn up was known as the Chequerfield, a 
large area of common land between Pontefract 
and the village of Carlton, The fringes of it. on 
the edges of the two settlements. were gradu- 



ally being endosed as allotments'. No details 
survive of the exact dispositions of the two 
armies, but it seems that Lambert s horse were 
in front, with their foot. apparently mostly 
musketeers, lining hedges either to the rear or 
on the right wing. In any case. Lambert had 
little opportunity to formally deploy his forces, 
as his horse seem to hâve made a fighting 
retreat until they gained the support of their 
foot. 

Sources differ on what time the main phase 
of the action began. According to Dudley, at 
about 5pm the Northern Horse gained the Top of 
the Hill over againsl the Castle. their Ithe Parliamen¬ 
tarians :) Army standing ail drawne up at the bottom . . 

Other sources suggest that it may hâve been 
nearer 6 o-dock that fighting began, but it 
seems dear that the Royalists, observing some 
dissarray in the. ranks of the enemy, attacked 
from the march. and probably never really 
drew up in any formai array. The first charge by 
Langdale's men seems to hâve been repulsed 
by a countercharge of Lambert's troopers. 
aided by the fire of their musketeers in the 
hedges. and at least some of the Royalists seem 
to hâve fallen back towards Carlton. Dudley 
described the openfing of the action thus: a 
good advantage was it to us. that our Forlorn Parties, 
seconded with severall divisions of our Horse. had beaten 
in that great Body of their Van-Curriers in such disorder 
into their Main Battaile as taking that opportunity with 
a continued charge they had not the time to recover 
themselves into any settled order. and though the 
suddainesse of the Action gave not leave for each Division 
of our Horse to observe ils proper time and place of their 
severall orders to charge in. yet the whole of il wassofully 
done. as there was not one Body of them ail. but did four 
or five severall times that day act their parts with very 
gallant Execution. 

Nathan Drake. in the garrison of Pontefract. 
could see much of the action. About 3 of the 
clocke Sir Marmaduke's forlorn hope did appear uppon 
the topp of the hill this side Wentbridge. and so marched. 
one company after another. lill his whole army came into 
the Cheguer field. where both A rmyes met. and faced one 
another till almost 6 of the dock, the Parliament A rmye 
always giving ground (when Sir Marmaduke's A rmye 
advancedl till they came to their foot which they had 
placed. and lyned the hedge from England’s house to the 
hilltoppe. where the first encounter began very furiously. 
the enemyes foot (behind the hedgel giving fire upon the 
front ofour horse very valiantly: 

Langdale rallied his forces, and resumed the 
attack, though it seems that the brunt of the 
fighting was borne by not above 400 of the 
Royalists: and Dudley admitted that The F ighl 
continued without a cleare Victory at the least three 
houres. until lhere was not left on our P arty standing in 
order to Charge withall. more than three small B odies 
consisting of above 120 in each Body. which with some 
Officers and Gentlemen together rallyd gave a 
seasonable Charge to the last of the Enemie s strength'. 

At this point the garrison of Pontefract made 
a décisive intervention: a party of about 100 
foot led by Captain Munro sallied out who 
finding the hedges lined by some of the parliaments foot 
that had galled Sir Marmaduke's men. came upon them 
unaware. being taken forfriends. till they fired upon them 
and dispersed them pursuing them past Bubwith House 
to the hilllop: 

At the same time, the Newark foot had 
worked their way round onto the enemy flank. 
and also opened fire, adding to the confusion. 

The brunt of the action on the Parliamen¬ 
tarian side had fallen on Lambert's régiment, 
but when Captain Burton. leading the Régi¬ 
ments forlorn hope. was kil|ed, the rest of the 
Régiment routed, and its example was suc- 
cessively followed by the rest of the horse. 


Lambert may also hâve been wounded, adding 
to the confusion. 

It may hâve been at this point that an exploit 
ascribed to Colonel Sir Charles Dallison of the 
Newark Horse took place: Sir Charles Dallison. 
seeing one of the enemy moving in the head of their 
troops. spurring his horse to him. and firing his pbtol. the 
man whirling off fell down and Sir Charles took the mare. 
This was done in the face of the enemy upon the charge: 

As the Parliamentarian horse collapsed. 
Colonel John Bright. riding on a white horse at 
the head of his foot (reportedly greencoats 
with yellow facings) attempted to stem the rout 
and had 20 or 30 shott of pistols and carbines fired at 
him. yet he had the courage to stay the charge, when 
much of their army was rather running than marching 
toward Ferrybridge so that it was judged by most that if 
he had got three or 400 horse to hâve stood by them. he 
had turned the seules'. 

The Parliamentarians fell back in increasing 
disorder towards Ferrybridge. Pursuit was 
checked temporarily at the bridge by Morgan's 
dragoons and an iron gun' managed by 
Captain Grant which being understood. though night 
was approaching the foote ran by the horses stirrups and 
there being some little opposition at the bridge the iron 
piece being fired which mighl hâve done more harme but 
that Sir Marmaduke in some passion called to close to the 
right. soe thaï the bullet grazes upon the house of Mr 
H ayford where the impression was long after seen. This 
shot being over. the foot of Sir Marmaduke soon possessed 
themselves of the bridge and pursued the enemy to 
Bradvixhill above two miles rescuing Lt Col T hornton. 
who being too eager in the pursuit of the enemy was 
become prisoner. Some pursued as far as S hirburn '. 
Dudley reported that the Parliamentarian gun 
fired three shots Itwo case shots and one 
cannon bullet ) and killed four of Langdale's 

Parliamentarian losses in the battle were 
considérable: Dudley claimed 300 killed in the 
battle and 300 drowned in the River Aire 
during the pursuit. with 7-800 prisoners. 
including 44 officers. Drake's estimate was that 
140 were killed in the chase and 600 prisoners 
taken, inciuding 57 officers. Langdale's version 
was 200 dead. 500 drowned and 500 pris¬ 
oners. Perhaps a total casualty list of 800-1,000 
with considérable quantifies of arms and 
supplies, may not be far out. 

Total Royalist losses are not known, but seem 
to hâve been fairly light, 

Reporting the victory to Prince Rupert, 
Langdale wrote longingly of what might hâve 
been: we hâve accomplished our desire in the relief of 
Pontefract Castle. and find the country infinitely willing 
to corne in if we might hâve staid .. .' Dudley echoed 
his commander's desires. VJhensoever your 
Highness shall be pleased to take this country into your 
particular care. he hath chalked out unto your Highness 
a ready track for to raise the same levy in their own way. 
which that your Highness shall hâve a speedy oppor¬ 
tunity to undertake shall be my daily prayer . 

However Langdale was under strict orders to 
return to the South to rejoin the main Royalist 
forces as soon as the Pontefract operation had 
been completed. though he must hâve been 
sorely frustrated at being prevented from 
exploiting the great opportunity which un- 
doubtedly existed. Lord Fairfax’s army was in 
confusion, and a strong follow-through might 
not only hâve gained numbers of new recrute, 
but imperilled Parliament s whole position in 
the North. though it is probably too much to 
say that Langdale could hâve regained every- 
thing lost at Marston Moor, he could hâve 
altered the whole course of events during the 
coming summer. 

But none of this was to be: on 3rd March. 
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joined by some of the officers who had been 
serving in the Pontefract garrison. the Northern 
Horse set off South to re-join the Prince. 

Wargaming Pontefract 

Both the campaign itself and the individual 
actions hâve interesting possibilities. If basing a 
map game on the Pontefract operations, it is 
necessary to reproduce some of the uncer- 
tainty which the Parliamentarian commandera 
had regarding the Royalists' actual intentions. 
The Royaiist player should therefore hâve 
variable objectives, such as an invasion of the 
Eastern Association, an attempt to relieve 
Scarborough or Carlisle. or an invasion of 
Cheshire. which were ail considered as possi¬ 
bilités at the time by the Parliamentarians. 

In fighting the two main actions of the 
campaign. the rules employed were Forlorn 
Hope' by Pete Berry and Ben Wilkins (Partizan 
Press. 2nd édition. 1991). 

Using these rules, and their recommended 
ratio of 1:33. Orders of Battle would be as 
follows. 

Royaiist 

Northern Horse 

Commander in Chief. Sir Marmaduke Langdale 
(LV3). May influence the morale of any unit he 
is with. 

Langdale s Brigade 

Commander. Sir Philip Monckton (LV2). Also 
led Ist Division, divided into 2 squadrons. each 
of 200 men ( 12 figures in ail). 

2nd Division. Sir Gameliel Dudley (LV2), 
2 squadrons. each of 200 men (12 figures in ail). 

Blaklston’s Brigade 

Commander, Sir William Blakiston (LV2). 

Ist Division. Francis Carnaby |LV2), 2 squad¬ 
rons. each of 200 men (12 figures). 

2nd division. George Wray (LV2) 2 squadrons, 
each of 200 men (12 figures). 

Ail would hâve been 'Gallopers and classified 
'Vétéran'. 

At Pontefract. the Northern Horse had been 
joined by about 400 horse and perhaps 350 
foot from Newark. It seems likely that the horse 
formed one independent division, possibly 


under Lt Col Cartwright (LV1). The Newark 
Horse as a whole were variable in quality, and it 
is not dear what was the calibre of the troopere 
who had been sent with Langdale. They should 
form two squadrons of 200 men each (12 
figures) and should be rated as Trained'. The 
same problem arises concerning the 350 foot. 
These do not seem to hâve had much impact in 
the battle. and are perhaps best represented 
by 10 figures, rated Trained . 

A key rôle was played by 100 musketeers 
from Pontefract (3 figures), which because of 
their strong motivation in the circumstances. 
probably deserve a one-off rating of Elite/ 
Vétéran. 

Parliamentarian Forces 

Melton Mowbray 

Commander, Colonel Edward Rossiter (LV2). 
Edward Rossiter s Régiment of Horse (14 figures) 
Trained Gallopers. 

Charles Fleetwoods Régiment of Horse 
(12 figures) 'TVained' Gallopers. 

Burleigh Horse (12 figures) Raw' Gallopers. 

Pontefract 

Commander. Commissary - General )ohn 
Lambert (LV2). 

Other Officers available:- Colonel Christopher 
Copley (LV1). May command any horse unit. 
Coionel )ohn Bright (LV2). May command any 
foot. 

Colonel Thomas Morgan (LV2). May command 
Dragoons or Foot. 

|ohn Lambert s Régiment of Horse |I4 figures) 
Vétéran Gallopers. 

Christopher Copley's Régiment of Horse 
(12 figures) Vétéran' Gallopers. 

Matthew Wren's Régiment of Horse (12 figures) 
"TVained' Gallopers. 

Matthew Alured's Régiment of Horse (12 figures) 
'Trained' Gallopers. 

'Lord Fairfax's Régiment of Horse' (an historical 
unit designed to represent the various other 
'odds and ends' of horse evidently présent) 
(12 figures) Trained' Gallopers. 

Thomas Morgans Régiment of Dragoons 
(15 figures) Vétéran'. 

|ohn Bright's Régiment of Foot (18 figures). 

Musket/Pike Ration 2:1 Vétéran. 
Lord Fairfax's Régiment of Foot (18 figures). 


Figures mostly Ess« 15 mm from the collection of 
Gareth Parry. Photo by Wÿ« Rogers© 1992. 


Musket/Pike Ratio 2:1 'TVained'. 

Robert Overton's Régiment of Foot ( 15 figures). 
Musket/Pike ratio 2:1 'TVained'. 

I Medium Gun pluscrew. 

Terrain 

This should be as depicted in the maps. In the 
case of Melton Mowbray, the ground seems to 
hâve been open water meadow on the south 
bank of the River Wreake. 

At Pontefract. the terrain was a mixture of 
open, common ground. possibly with patches 
of gorse and some boggy areas, in the centre, 
and small endosed areas of cultivated ground 
on either flank. 

Spécial Rules 

These relate to the action at Pontefract. It is 
suggested that the game begins with the 
Parliamentary Horse drawn up. disorganised'. 
The Royalists. led by Langdale's Brigade, should 
enter on Turn 1 on the SW side of the table, 
also disorganised'. 

The Pontefract musketeers should be diced 
for on each turn after Tlirn 3, and will appear 
anywhere on the North side of the table on a 
roll of 5' or 6'. If an additional roll is in the 
range 3 ; 5'. they will hâve achieved 'Surprise', 
and gain a plus three' in their first round of 
combat. 

The game should last for an agreed number 
of turns, bearing in mind that dusk would hâve 
fallen soon after 7pm. Victory conditions 
should be based on casualty figures and 
possession of the Eastern edge of the Table, 
which results in Pontefract being relieved and 
the Parliamentarians being driven back over 
the River Aire. 

Sources 

George Fox; The Three S ieges of Pontefract Castle. 
1987. 

Richard Homes (ed|, The S ieges of Pontefract Castle 
1887. 

H.G. Tlbbut. The L etterbooks of Sir Samuel L uhe. 
1963. 


0 


Miniature Wargames August 1992 










j 18thC€NTUffY ] 

THE BATTLE OF ALMANZA 



25th April 1707 
by Stephen Ede-Borrett 

The War of the Spanish Succession is still most 
commonly known as The Marlburian Wars'"> 
and consequently the actions in Flanders and 
Marlborough's four great victories of Blenheim 
(I3th August 1704), Ramillies(23rd May 1706). 
Oudenarde (llth July 1708) and Malplaquet 
(I Ith September 1709) are still the centre of 
most attention and writing but there were 
other fronts' which were just as important to 
the final outcome of the War - not surprisingly 
Spain herself was one of these. 

The War in Spain. which bas been called the 
First Peninsular War' had started in 1702 but it 
was not until 1704 and 1705 that any real 
headway had been made and troops of the 
Grand Alliance had started to campaign in 
earnest. Gibraltar had fallen to British Arms in 
1704 and Bancelona with most of Catalonia and 
Vialencia in 1705 and 1706. Indeed at one point 
it seemed a very real possibility that King 
Charles III (the Habsburg candidate for the 
Spanish throne) would replace King Philip V 
(the Bourbon claimant). 

At the beginning of 1707 the Allied Council of 
War was faced with two alternative strategies: - 
the first advocated by the Earl of Galway. the 
British General in the Peninsuia and that 
favoured by Marlborough from afar, was to 
attack Madrid and so seize the seat of Power in 
Castile; the second, favoured by Charles and 
some of the Spanish Générais was to disperse 
the Army into défensive positions - to what 
exact end a part from to invite defeat in detail 
seems somewhat obscure now but then again 
Charles was there and we are not! 

Perhaps predictabiy. Charles' preference 
became the accepted plan for the Allied 
Armies in Spain for the campaigning season of 
1707. Charles was to be based at Barcelona 
with the Austrian, imperia! and Spanish forces. 
Galway with the allied British/Dutch forces and 
the Portuguese Army was based at Valencia. 

The Duke of Berwick, nephew to the Duke of 
Marlborough and with at least some of his 
Uncle's talents, the French Commander in Chief 
in Spain. had an Army which outnumbered the 
two individuai armies which were now facing 
him and. to make matters worse, Galway's 
intelligence informed him that a large number 
of reinforcements were moving South from 
France under the Duke of Orléans to join him. 
Berwick's Army was already moving towards 
Alicante and it was thus obvious that Galway at 
Valencia would be the target of the main 
Franco-Spanish thrust for the year. 

The Campaign Opens 

In early March 1707 the Earl of Peterborough. 
the senior British General in Spain was finally 
recalled to England (as a matter of purely 
academie interest he took a somewhat circu- 
itous route home via Vienna. Amsterdam and 
Leipzig, finally arriving in England in the late 
Autumn - so much for military discipline) 
leaving the Earl of Gaiway as British CinC in 
the Peninsuia. Although he was technically 
outranked by the Portuguese General, Das 
Minas, to ail intents and purposes Galway 
commanded the joint Anglo-Portuguese Army. 

On 12th April the Allied Army left Aragon for 
an offensive aimed, ultimately. at Madrid. 



Berwick and the Army of the Two Crowns ' 21 
was at Montalegre but by the time that Galway 
arrived there on the 14th the camp was 
deserted, although a great store of corn and 
forage was captured. 

The next 10 days were spent in a seemingly 
pointless attempt to take the nearby Castle of 
Yeacla. butât a Council of War on the 23id the 
Allied Générais resoived to move to attack 
Berwick in his new position near the Fortress 
and Town of Almanza. Ostensibly the reason 
for this decision was to pre-empt any attack by 
Berwick on the Allied camp and siégé Unes, it 
also appeared to make sense to force a battle 
before Orléans' reinforcements joined Berwick. 

Thus on the morning of the 2 5th Galway led 
the Anglo-Portuguese Army towards Almanza 
in three parallel columns intent on destroying 
the main enemy army in the Peninsuia. 

The Armies 

Galway and Das Minas' Anglo-Portuguese 
Army deployed 88 squadrons and 48 bat- 
talions. roughly 4,500 horse and 11.500 foot. 

This Army was a somewhat poiygot force 
whose exact composition is variously quoted 
but the generaliy accepted strength and 
composition is 13 English and five Dutch 
battalions with six English and five Dutch 
Squadrons - around 3,000 foot and 1.500- 
2,000 horse. The Portuguese contingent 
amounted to 22 battalions and perhaps 
50 squadrons. but the whole amounted to no 


more than 8.500 foot and 2,500-3.000 horse* 3 '. 
The artillery was made up of six English and 
20 Portuguese guns but the iatter had run 
extremely short of ammunition at Yeacla and it 
is unclear how mue h of this deficiency had 
been made good by the 2 5th. 

The Franco-Spanish Army boasted a com- 
bined strength of approximately 8,000 Horse 
and 22.000 foot organised as 76 squadrons 
and 52 battalions 111 . 

Of this strength some 27 squadrons and 
around 22 battalions were French amounting 
to roughly 14.000 men. the rest were Spanish. 

A substantial body of the French-Spanish 
foot (some estimâtes put the figure as high as 
8,000 men) had only recently joined Berwick. 
These reinforcements were vétérans from Italy 
who. by some strange eccentricity, had been 
given free and unimpeded passage across 
Impérial lands to return to France and thence 
to Spain. As Trevelyan puts it The Allies were 
the architects of their own ruin at Almanza'* 51 . 

The Battle of Almanza 

Map 2 shows the dispositions of the two armies 
at around midday. The Allied approach 
columns had halted some miles from Almanza 
and the final approach had been made in line 
of battle, Galway himself had arrived with the 
advance guard well before 10 o'clock but even 
after the main body had arrived it was to be 
another hour or so before any aggressive move 
was made as the troops needed to rest, they 
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were also short of water on the day of the 
battle according to one participant. 

During this respite Berwick took the oppor- 
tunity to move his French troops from his left to 
his right so as to oppose the Anglo-Dutch 
troops with French and the Portuguese with 
Spanish. 

The French then advanced slightly into the 
valley between the armies and after their own 
advance into extreme range the battie opened 
just after midday with a mutual bombardment 
of the enemy Unes by the artillery. How much 
damage this bombardment did at long range is, 
as always. open to question, most evidence 
suggests that the results were comparatively 
insignificant. 

This initial phase lasted around two to three 
hours (as usual for this period the few con- 
temporary accounts differ on such details) and 
it was thus at around three in the afternoon 
that the allies launched their attack on the 
enemy line. 

On the Allied left the horse at first made no 
headway but a sériés of volleys from Wade's 
Brigade of Foot interlining the Horse threw the 
French into confusion and the first line was 
thrown back on its supports 161 . The Anglo- 
Dutch foot attacked with their usual élan and 
forced the French to recoil onto the second 
Une. The superior Allied fire tactics even 
allowed the Dutch battalions to break the 
enemy facing them to the point that the second 
line fled and was pursued beyond the town a 
considérable way'. 

Some French iight guns (probably battaiion 
guns) on the right of their foot were forced to 
flee precipitously or else be overrun and when 
the French second-line battalions steadied 
their first-line the British second-line battalions 
swung the situation back again and the whole 
French infantry line was being forced back 
almost onto the walls of Aimanza itself. It was 
the nadir of the Allied cause during the battle 
- victory was within their grasp. or so it must 
hâve seemed to the Anglo-Dutch officers. 

Despite having lost an arm at Barcelona the 
year before Galway had led the charge of the 
Allied left wing Horse but had received a sword 
eut over the eyes and had been carried to the 
rear - hors de combat. Almost inexplicably no- 
one thought to tell Das Minas, Major-General 
Frisheim (the Dutch contingents commander), 
or Lieutenant General Thomas Erle who was 
commander of the British Foot. At a critical 
point of the action therefore there was no 
overall direction. 

On the Aliied right the Portuguese horse had 
barely moved since the bombardment and at 
the first charge of the Spanish opposing them 
broke and fled without coming to contact. The 
solitary exception to this cowardly flight was 
the single squadron of Das Minas' Lifeguard 
who, even by the most acidic of British eye- 
witness accounts, fought well in a hopeless 
situation. Das Minas himself was with this 
squadron and his mistress, in male attire, was 
killed at his siüe. When the squadron inevitably 
broke Das Minas was swept along with it for 
some time before he could return to the field. 

The Portuguese foot seeing the flight of their 
horse and the Spanish foot advandng on them 
also broke and fled without even firing in most 
cases. There were. according to some accounts, 
one or two battalions which stood their ground 
and supported the Dutch to their left but the 
damage had been done. 

The only French Horse on the Franco- 
Spanish left. a brigade commanded by St Gilles 


seized the opportunity and attacked the flank 
of the Anglo-Dutch battalions. The example 
was quickly followed by the Spanish Horse. 

On the Allied left the horse, in order to 
prevent being outflanked by their more 
numerous enemy. had been formed into a 
single line of squadrons with no reserve. The 
tactic was to prove fatal as the French second- 
line supported their first and the sheer weight 
of numbers caused the Anglo-Dutch horse to 
break 17 '. Even after sending horse to pursue 
the fleeing enemy Berwick still had enough 
men to hand, including his as yet fresh third 
line, to turn the left flank of Erle’s foot as well. 

Galway, returning to the field. tried desper- 
ately to cover the retreat of his foot with what 
horse he could rally and although he led 
Harveys Horse in a partiy successfui attack on 
Berwick's own Régiment of foot (of the Irish 
Brigade) it was a hopeless situation. 

Although they were effectively surrounded 
the remuants of the Anglo-Dutch foot clung 
tenaciously to the order but could not eut their 
way back to the rest of their Army. Nonetheiess 
Générais Erle and Shrimpton conducted a 
fighting retreat for about eight miles with 
perhaps as many as 4,000 men 18 '. Towards 
evening the division made a stand in a défens¬ 
ive position centered on a wood. sadly the 
effort was futile and they were forced to 
surrender the following morning due to lack of 
provisions - especialiy water. 

Galway and Das Minas managed to rally 
around 6.000 men but, as Galway put it '... the 
horse we hâve left lare] chiefly Portuguese, which is not 
good at ail , Mosf of our Englbh horse that got off were of 
the two newly raised régiments of dragoons, who did not 
do their duty.' 191 

The French losses had been barely 2,000 
men. a cheaply bought victory that had cost 
the Allies so dearly and maybe their last real 


Key to Map 2 


A. French Horse, 

B. French Foot. 

C. Spanish Foot. 

D. Spanish Horse and one French Brigade of Horse. 

E. Reserve of Foot, of both nations. 

F. R idge where Galway rested the Army before 
advandng. 

G. Anglo-Dutch Horse and two Portuguese sguadrons. 

H. Wade's Brigade of British Foot to support the Horse. 

I. Anglo-Dutch Foot. 

|. Portuguese Foot 
K. Portuguese Horse. 


hope for success in the Peninsula. 

TWo days after the battle Galway wrote 19 ': - 
' I connût. my lord, but look upon the affairs of Spain as 
lost by this bad disaster: our foot which was our main 
strength. being gone ... A II the Générais here are of 
opinion that we cannot continue in this Kingdom. so I 
hâve desired Sire George B yng to take on board again 
the recruits he had just landed . . 

Upon learning of the disaster Peterborough s 
caustic 'I told you so' comment was:- 
"y ou will find Spanish horse beat English foot. and that 
it was not so easy as you thought the getting to Madrid 

The latter comment is. however. unfair on the 
Anglo-Dutch foot who were assailed by both 
horse and foot and still managed to success- 
fully retreat from the field. 

The battle had the immédiate effect, as 
Galway's letter demonstrates. of destroying the 
morale and spirit of the Allied Commanders in 
the theatre and. by reflection, in Flanders and 
Italy as well and although the campaigns would 
/continue untii the end of the War it is not 
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B elow: A Spanish line régiment (No I Africa ) moves up to position followed by the G uards. 

Opposite: British Horse Grenadiers. Brits painted by Mike Hayward, Spanish by the Editer. Figures mainly 
Roundway with some Mini Figs and Hallmark. Village front Hovels U d. backdrop by Kenny Lynch. 



The Allied Order of Battle 

The Allied line of battle. from right to left was: - 
Portuguese Horse. in two lines. 

Portuguese Foot. in two lines' 111 . 

Dutch Foot. in two lines. 

British Foot, in two lines. 

Dutch and British Horse, plus two Portuguese 
squadrons. in one line, interspersed with the 
four battalions of Wade's Brigade" 21 . 

Notes:— 

1. The War is also known as Queen Anne's 
War', most popular in the USA. 

2. The Army of the TWo Crowns' (i.e. of France 
and of Spain is the normal name for the 
combined Bourbon Army operating in the 
Peninsula. 

3. French sources give the Allied Army as 
48 battalions and 88 squadrons, although its 
numericai strength is stlll around the same. 

4. Although most sources agréé on 52 bat¬ 
talions. the number of squadrons varies from 
76 to 90. 

5. R amillies and the Union with Scotland: G.M. 
Trevelyan: London 1932; p 298. 

6. Even Berwick, in mentioning the Battle. 
commented on the effectiveness of the Anglo- 
Dutch musketry. 

7. The officer casualties in the English mounted 
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régiments do not. however. testify to very 
heavy fighting:- 

Harvey's Horse: 3 killed and 2 prisoners 
Carpenter's Dragoons: 3 killed 
Essex'd Dragoons: 2 killed 
Killigrew's Dragoons: 2 killed 
Pearce s Dragoons: 4 killed and 2 prisoners 
Peterborough's Dragoons: 6 killed 
These can. in no way. be considered as heavy 
when taken against a probably strength of 
around 12-15 officers présent for the Horse and 
around 25-30 présent for a dragoon régiment 
(based on the Officers présent with their 
régiments during other Peninsula campaigns. 

8. This strength must hâve included a number 
of Portuguese foot as well as Anglo-Dutch. 
Although Bowles foot which had been on the 
left of the second line lost no officers during the 
battle but the Colonel and 19 other officers 
surrendered the next day. 

9. Galway's letter to Lord Sutherland written 
from Alegre on the 27th. Quoted in full in Coxe. 
Vol II p 62 (see sources). 

10. There were nonetheless other reasons 
including the sudden death without direct issue 
of the Emperor loseph lin 1711. 

11 . The fact that the Portuguese were placed 
on the right of the line was a highly contentious 
point at the time both in the Army and in 
England where it was even suggested that 
Galway should be called to answer for it. 

12. Almanza is slightly unusual in that the full 
order of battle for both armies is fairly easily 
available. although too long to list in full here. 
For those interested the easiest source is the 
Nafziger Order of Battle' sériés sheets 
707DAA and 707DAB. A list of the British units 
may be found on sheet 707XAI, although here 
it should be noted that the Royal Dragoons 
were not présent on the field - they had not 
returned from an extended foraging expédition 
and probably didn't rejoin Galway until the 
27th at the earliest. 

Again my thanks to B. for giving me the 
encouragement and purpose. 

Sources 

More Ught on Almanza: C.T. Atkinson, tournai of the 
Society for Army H istorical Research XXV (1947): 
pp 144-161. 

Mémoire of the Duke of Marlborough: William Coxe: 
London 1907. 


Key to Colour Plate 

Although new régulations for both colours and 
uniforms were promulgated through the 
Spanish Army in 1707 it is unlikely that any had 
taken effect before Almanza. 

The illustration thus shows Spanish Foot 
Colours of the form in use before 1707 and 
almost certainly of the type used at Almanza. 
Note particularly the variations in style of the 
Cross of Burgundy. The variegated borders are 
almost de rigeur for Spanish colours until the 
1707 régulations. 

Source 

Banderas de la G uerra de Sucesion E spahola 1701- 
1713: ).L. Calvo. Banderas No.8 (1983): pp 19-24. 
Engltsh Army Liste and Commission Registers: Charles 
Dalton: London I960 Orders of Battle' 
compiled and collected by George Nafziger. 
The Battle of Almanza, an eye-witnesis Account by 
General Hawley: Percy Sumner. tournai of the 
Society for Army H istorical Research XXV (1947): 
pp 27-31. 

Ramillies and the Union with Scotland: G.M. 
Trevelyan: London 1932. 
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‘DO YOU SEE YOUR ENEMIES PLAIN 
ENOUGH TO HIT THEM? - 
THEN BLAZE AWAY!’ 



Elvina & Environs [after map in Fortescue] 


by Arthur Harman 

The 50th Foot at Corunna 

One of the most vivid recoilections of the 
expérience of commanding troops in battle 
that I hâve read, full of atmospheric detail and 
period flavour. was written by Charles Napier. 
brotber of the Peninsular War historian. 
describing his adventures when, as senior 
Major, he led the 50th Foot forward to recap¬ 
ture the village of Elvina during the battle of 
Corunna. Although written some time after the 
event. Major Napiers account contalns so 
much circumstantial detail, drawn solely from 
Personal observation and expérience, unadul- 
terated - unlike many I9th Century mémoire 
composed by Peninsular vétérans! - by 
quotations or paraphrases of William Napier s 
’History'. that his exploits form an idéal subject 
for a wargame. Rather than attempt to recreate 
the whole battle of Corunna. the big picture', 
this game will concentrate upon the scene of 
the fiercest fighting around Eivina to présent a 
miniature’ depicting the 50th Foot. the Dirty 
Half Hundred' (so named for its black facings), 
and its commander in action. I discovered 
another personal account of the engagement 
by an officer of the 50th. Lieutenant lohn 
Patterson, which gives a different perspective, 
and quote his description here to indicate the 
battalion's rôle; 

’Aw extraordinary stir and commotion was noticed, about 
2pm in the enemy's camp, after both amies had dined. 
From the opposite Unes, numerous light troops were seen 
advancing in the direction of our piquets, which had been 
previouslg reinforced, and this movement was followed by 
a general attach upon the entire chain ofoutposts. 

Our soldiers. deploying into line, occupied their 
allotled station. B eing the junior corps, the ’sOth was in 
the centre of the brigade, flanked by the King’s Own. and 
42 nd H ighlanders. . . 

If was about 3 ai dock when the light troops advanced 
in multitudes against our line: rapidly descending the hill 
they opened a brisk discharge from their rifles upon our 
piquets, that lined the enclosures throughout the wide 
extent of the ravine. . . 

' For the purpose of covering his forward movements. a 
heavy cannonade was poured down by the enemy from a 
masked baltery on the elevated ridge. By this plunging 
fire our ranks were much thinned. and the round shol. 
booming on every side. scattered about the splinters. sand. 
and stones, that fell in showers upon our heads . . 

Perceiving. by the strong fi re. that a French corps was 
pushing through the hollows. evidently with the view of 
turning our right flank. Colonel Wynch. of the 4th. 
threw back some companies of that régiment, forming an 
obtuse angle with the line: which effedually prevented the 
enemy from making any further efforts in that quarter. 
While this was going on. a régiment of Guards was 
brought up in reserve, and posted at the rear of our 
brigade. 

'The piquets being now thrown back. from the weight 
of fire. our men were ordered to advance to their support. 
M afor Napier. in front of the 50«t. gave the Word, 
cheering as he led boldly forward. Passing the enclosure. 
and clearing ail before them in superior style, they 



entered the village of Elvina. which was instantly carried 
at the point of the bayonet. and pressing still onwards. 
under an awful blaze. they made for the summit of the 
heights. Meanwhile. the light infantry . with Captain 
Harrison at their head. furiously charged across the 
broken ground. and bearing away ail opposition, took 
lodgment in the rocks above. The hamlet being at length 
surrounded. its occupants rushed pell-mell into every hole 
and corner they could find. A number of these heroes. 
having ensconsed themselves within the chapeI. began to 
amuse themselves by firing from the Windows, roof, and 
belfry. at the soldiers. Observing their murderous design. 
Captain William Clunes with cool and detemined 
bravery marched his company to attack them ... the 
garrison resolved at ail haiards to evacuate the premises. 
and. accordingly, with a desperate rush, they sallied out 
amongst the fiankers. M any were slain upon the spot, or 
taken. . . 

'Our battalion companies fought lifte lions ... Having 
succeeded in forcing every barrier, and cutting our way 
through the enemy at every point, the main body of the 
régiment pressed on to the higher ground: 'forward. 
forward to the hiW.' was now the cry. Clambering up the 
steep and craggy ascent. emboldened by the example of 


their officers. the soldiers were mowed down unmercifully 
by continuous volleys from the crest of the mountain, 
almost threatening to annihilate our ranks. 

The assailants were not far distant at this time from 
the brow of the impending rock, which. bristling with 
bayonets, seemed to frown in défiance upon the enterprise. 
But. although the dangerous attempt to crown the 
emmena appeared to resemble a forlom hope. Major 
Napier. with determined boldness. resolved to carry. by a 
coup-de-main. the enemy's stronghold: waving. therefore. 
his sabre in the air. he loudly called upon his men to 
follow. His enthusiastic spirit had urged him on. beyond 
the foremost of the soldiers. when he fell. severely 
wounded. and. before we could approach to rescue him. 
he was borne off speedily to the enemy's Unes. 

'About this period. the right centre, forcing through the 
enclosures and lanes beyond the village, was exposed to a 
raking fire. and in conséquence was most severely 
handled. several officers and men being killed. Among 
the former was the Honourable Major S tanhope. who 
received a muskel bail in the chest. and expired without a 
struggle The same round of musketry proved fatal to 
both the officers of the colours. Ensigns Moore and 
Stewart. .. 
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Our ammunition being expended. seventy rounds per 
man having been already lired. and ail our efforts being 
unavailing against sud i fearful odds. orders were given for 
us lo retire: and, on being relieved by the G uards, the 
troops of tke Isf Brigade fell back. the shattered remuant 
of the 50th resuming its place upon the hill. from which 
it had at the outset advanced.' 

Alternative Game Structures 

There are severa! ways of recreating the 
expériences of the 50th Foot. which will be 
considered in turn below. Since al! of them are 
intended to show various perspectives of the 
same battalion. the opposing French forces, 
the 31 me Leger and the grand battery. a 
thousand yards away to the south-west, on the 
heights of Penasquedo, will be controlled by an 
umpire so that they behave historically. The 
British player or players will not be able to alter 
the course of events to any gneat extent, though 
- provided they hâve not read this article! - 
they will be unaware of this fact: they will be 
given an impression of what it was like to be 
one of the officers of the 50th on this occasion. 
The wargame will be an expérience, not a 
compétition. 

Option 1: The Battalion Game 

If sufficient players are available. the partici¬ 
pants take the rôles of Major Napier, his 
second in command, Major the Honourable 
Charles Stanhope, and the company com- 
manders of the battalion. Each player will hâve 
a Personal figure and a sélection of figures 
representing the other officers, non-com- 
missioned officers. musiciens and private 
soidiers of his company. Before the game the 
relative seniority of the captains commanding 
companies must be established, so that the 
appropriate player takes over when the two 
Majors fall - this may be decided by dicing, 
using a dlO. the highest score being the most 
senior. The light company will then be de- 
ployed on the outskirts of the village of Elvina, 
laid out in detail on the wargame table 
together with the surrounding countryside. and 
the rest of the battalion on the hill behind it. 
One umpire will deploy and move the French 
forces, while each British company has its 
individual umpire. who will move troops not 
under the player s effective command - being 
wounded. out of earshot or simply mutinous. 
for example - détermine casualties and 
résolve questions of morale. The company 
commander will be responsible for moving his 
Personal figure and those of troops who are 
formed and obeying his orders. The players 
taking the rôles of the two Majors will normalfy 
issue orders to company officers. but may take 
Personal command of one company, or any 
group of soidiers without an officer. as the 
occasion demands. 

Ail players will be issued with a 'menu' of 
appropriate orders and a list of Personal 
actions from which to choose each turn. These 
will indude the words of command for drill- 
book manoeuvres and volley-firing. but 'ad hoc' 
orders, such as Follow me!', will also appear. 
together with Personal actions such as 
cheering, waving one's hat to encourage the 
men, belabouring reluctant soidiers with the 
fiat of one's sword. and so on. The company 
umpire will. of course, détermine whether, and 
how effectively, orders are obeyed and the 
men's reaction to the officer s exhortations. It 
would be interesting to give each officer a 
different personaiity profile and attitude 
towards leadership, so that while. Captain 
Harrison of the Light Company might rely upon 


Personal example and encouragement. Captain 
Adkins of one of the Battalion Companies 
drives his men hard, with much cursing and 
beating with his sword. The willingness of their 
men to go forward under fire or to withstand 
panic when surprised could be adjusted by the 
umpires - unknown to the players. 1 need 
hardly add! - to reflect their different styles of 
leadership. Officers were bound by their code 
of honour to obey direct orders from superiors. 
even when these were manifestly foolish or ill¬ 
ad vised, so that no question of disobedience 
arises, but some officers will be indined to 
interpret orders flexibly. to adapt them to 
circumstances and to use their initiative, while 
others simply obey them to the letter. 

Players whose characters are wounded may 
choose. if they are still able. to remain with 
their men or to make their way to the rear. In 
the latter event. or if they are totaliy incapaci- 
tated or killed outright. the company umpire 
will continue to control their troops until such 
time as a replacement can take command. 
Ideally, players should be reincarnated as 
junior officers who succeed to the command of 
companies other than those in which they 
began the game, to reflect the confusion of 
battle. even if this means they spend a few 
turns out of the game while awaiting a 
vacancy'. Cunning umpires can probably 
contrive to fudge' things so that no player is 
left idle for too long. 

Casualties from enemy musketry and artillery 
fire in this period were very much a matter of 
chance, so there is no need for the umpires to 
resort to complex ruies or tedious calculations! 
Each turn, the company umpire first checks 


with the French umpire to see if his company is 
under fire. If the enemy Ares a volley. or the 
company is being fired upon by tirailleurs, he 
simply throws an average die for each group of 
Frenchmen firing - the size of the group will 
change according to the range, as shown in the 
table which accompanies this article - and the 
resuit shows the number of potential hits. 1b 
détermine the resuit of the first hit. the umpire 
throws one d6 and one d 10: the first indicates 
which file is hit, counting for thcdeftor right as 
the situation dictâtes: the second, the exact 
nature of the wound or near miss'. The pro¬ 
cedure is repeated for every other hit. but 
counting on from the file previbusly hit. so that 
casualties should be spread across the front of 
the unit. When counting reaches the left or 
right flank of the company, simply go back 
along the second rank. Results are only com- 
municated to the player where he would 
become aware of them in reality, and only to 
that extent. Thus, Ensign John Atkinson might 
approach Captain Clunes of the Grenadier 
Company, white-faced and shaking, dutching a 
shattered elbow. to request permission to go to 
the rear for a surgeon, but the Captain might 
not see Private Smith fait, shot through the 
breast. but only later réalisé he had disap- 
peared. and would certainly not know exactly 
what had happened to him until much later. 

Cannon shots are handled in a similar 
fashion, save that the line of the bail must be 
noted. and ali the figures behind the one hit 
must also dice to discover whether they are 
killed or wounded, using a results table more 
appropriate to cannon-fire: troops hit by a 
cannon bail would be seriousiy injured at the 
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Majors Napier and Stanhope, the officers 
commanding the centre companies. their 
subalterns and the ensigns carrying the King's 
and the Regimental Colours. Other companies 
in the battalion wil! be controlled by an umpire. 
following the historicai course of the action. 
The game will be controlled as described 
above. but the concentration upon only two 
companies will enable the umpires to portray 
events in greater detail. It may even be poss¬ 
ible. subject to the number of participants, for 
some non-commissioned officers - such as 
Napier's orderly. Sergeant Keene. or Sergeant 
Magee. who caught up the Regimental Colour 
when Ensign Stewart was killed - and private 
soidiers to be role-played. Other men wili be 
controlled by umpires: in general, the men will 
take no offensive action unless under the 
command of an officer - left to their own 
devices. they will tend to hait, take cover and/or 
return fire, straggle to the rear helping the 
wounded or disperse in search of plunder. 
While formed. the men will usually obey orders 
transmitted by drum-beat and bugle-call: when 
the ranks are broken. by the stone walls of the 
village enclosures. or as a resuit of the men 
becoming separated after charging through the 
streets of Elvina. officers must bring the troops 
under control by shouting orders. Each officer 
has a Leadership Rating. reflecting his rank and 
Personal style of command: to détermine 
whether a shouted order is heard/obeyed, the 
umpire throws a die. adding points to reflect 
the distance the soldier is from the officer. 


Above: The British advance on the village o[ Elvina with very least. The grand battery on the heights of 
skirmishers deployed and cavalry and artillery moving up Penasquedo would hâve been firing bail, rather 
in support. than cannister. at that range, so there is no 

need to devise tables for the different kinds of 
shot. 

Option 2: The Centre 

B elow: Anolher view of the British line. TreesbyK+M. Companies Game 

backdrop by Kenny Lynch, terrain block by WIM G eese. in this game, the players take the rôles of 
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simultaneous noise from musketry and the 
individual soldier's character - if the total 
score is less than the officer's Leadership 
Rating. the order is heard and will be obeyed: if 
greater. it is not. 

Option 3: Major Charles 
Napier’s Adventures 

An alternative approach is to concentrate 
solely upon the expériences of one man. Major 
Napier, by recreating the sequence events 
described in his account as a sériés of vignettes 
or mini-games. This does not hâve to be a solo 
game, for other players can roleplay Napier's 
companions, though - as will be seen from his 
memoir - they will hâve to change rôles, at 
one moment portraying Captain Harrison. 
Lieutenant Patterson and Lieutenant Turner, at 
another the three privâtes of the 50th and one 
of the 42nd he encountered on returning to the 
corner of the church. The player taking the rôle 
of Napier should be given a more detailed 
Personal record of wounds than the rather 
simplistic one used in the previous two games. 
while the umpire will keep a secret record to 
show how his strength gradually fails from 
exhaustion and loss of blood. 

Personal combat between player characters 
and enemy soldiers in any of the games may be 
resolved using conventional skirmish wargame 
techniques or by adapting the combat System 
for Mediaeval knights described in Chivairy' in 
White Dwarf 130 (October. 19901. in which 
players compare cards showing various sword 


cuts and parries to détermine whether a thrust 
or eut succeeds or is blocked by a défensive 
move. Relatively little work will be necessary to 
préparé simiiar cards showing Napoleonic 
officers armed with swords or sabres instead of 
knights in armour. and it should be possible to 
produce additional cards for bayonet-fighting. 
Yet another idea would be to use the Corning 
To Close Grips pirate duelling mechanism 


Above: The Tete de Column sappers drums and colours. 


Belou . French artillery pound the village as columns of 
fool move up to the attack 15 mm B aille Homurs 
painted by and from the collection of Peter Moore 
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French attacks & the British response 


developed by lim Wailman for the 'Blood & 
Thunder IC megagame. or to simply resort to 
the playground "Scissors, Paper, Stone' game, 
which can represent the tension and speed of 
reaction of hand to hand combat with sword or 
bayonet. 

For this game it is not necessary to create a 
tabletop terrain showing the entire village and 
its surroundings; instead. a sériés of pre- 
prepared, small displays can portray the 
various incidents described by Napier: the 
stone wall. the village Street, the rocky mound 
by the church, the end of the lane and the 
corner by the church. Nor will it be necessary 
to hâve more model troops than most im- 
mediately surrounding Napier himself, a few 
Frenchmen to his front and casualties from 
both sides. Those who enjoy painting individual 
personality figures can create detailed models 
of the various officers. but should remember 
that Charles Napier did not affect the flowing 
side-whiskers shown in his portrait until after 
his jaw was shattered by a musket-ball at 
Busacoin 1810. 

Information for Umpires 

The 50th Foot disembarked 599 men in 
England in lanuary 1809. Both Forescue and 
Oman agréé that the battalion iost five officers 
(two killed and three wounded. according to 
the latterl and 188 men, so it can be assumed 
that it entered the baille of Corunna with a 
strength of about 784, and that, if the 
companies were of approximately equal size, 
each company numbered in the région of 
75-80 ail ranks. A company would, in theory, be 
commanded by a Captain, assisted by a 
Lieutenant, an Ensign and two Sergeants, 
orders being transmitted by two drummers 
(buglers in the Light Companyk—The ac- 
companying diagram shows how the 50th 
should hâve been drawn up in line behind 
Elvina, in which the Light Company was 
deployed as picquets. Although Field Officers 
were normally mounted, both Napier and 
Stanhope remained on foot throughout the 
action, their horses either having foundered 
during the retreat or been slaughtered to 
prevent them falling into the hands of the 
enemy. 

Extracts from Charles Napier’s 
Account 

(i hâve inserted quotation marks around direct 
speech in accordance with modem punctu- 
ation. but hâve retained the original spelling.) 

"Our line ms unàer arms. silenl. motionless, yet ail were 
anxious for the appearance of Sir |ohn Moore . 

' ’ W here is the general ?’ ’ was now heard along that part 
of the line where I was . . This agitation augmented as 
the cries of men stricken by cannon-shot arose. I stood in 
front of my left wing, on a knoll, from whence the greatest 
part of the field could be seen. and my picquets were fifty 
yards below, disputing the ground with the French 
skirmishers: but a heavy French column. which had 
descended the mountain at a run. was Corning on behind 
with great rapidity, and shouting "En avant, tue. tue. en 
avant tue'. " ’ their cannon at the same time. plunging from 
above. ploughed the ground and tore our ranks. 
S uddenly I heard the gallop of horses. and turning saw 
Moore fora while he looked. and then galloped to the 
left, without uttering a word. I walked to the right of my 
régiment, where the French fire from the village of Elvina 
was now very sharp. and our picquets were being driven 
in by the attacking column: but I soon returned to the 
left. for the enemy 's guns were slriking heavily there. and 



his musquetry also swept down many men. Meeting 
Stanhope. I ordered him to the rear of the right wing, 
because the ground was lower, it was his place, he was 
tall, the shot fiew high. and I thought he would be safer 
Moore now returned. and I asked him to let me throw our 
grenadiers, who were losing men fast. into the enclosures 
in front. "No." he said, "they will fire on our own 
picquets in the village." "Sir our picquets, and those of 
the 4 th Régiment, also. were driven from thence when 
you went to the left: Were they. then you are right. 
send oui your grenadiers," and again he galloped away. 
Turning round I saw Captain dunes of the 50th. iust 
arrived from Coruna, and said to him, "dunes take your 
grenadiers and open the bail" ... 

Lord William Bentinck now came up on his quiet 
mule, and though the fire was heavy began talking to me 
as if we were going to breakfasl but no recollection of 
what he said remains, for the fire was sharp and my eyes 
were more busy than my ears. . . 

Lord William and his mule, which seemed to care as 
Utile for the fire as its rider, sheltered me from shot, which 
I liked well enough: but having heard officers and soldiers 
jeer at Colonel Walker for thus sheltering himself behind 
General Fane s horse at Vimiera. I went to the exposed 
side: yet it gave me the most uncomfortable feel 
experienced that day . . . 

'When Lord William went away I walked up and 
down before the régiment, and made the men shoulder 
and order arms twice to occupy their attention, for they 
were falling fast and seemed uneasy at standing under 
fire. The colours also were lowered. because they were a 
mark for the enemy s great guns: this was by the advice 
of old I ohn Montgomery, a brave s oldier who had risen 
from the ranks. Soon the 42 nd advanced in line, but no 
orders came for me. ’Good God! Montgomery. ' I said, 


"are we not to advance?" "I think we ought',' he 
answered. But: said I, "no orders hâve corne: "I 
would not waity hesaid. The 4 th did not move, the 42 nd 
seemed likely to want our aid. it was not a moment for 
hésitation, and lohn Montgomery, a S cotchman, said 
laughingly. "You cannot be wrong to follow the 42nd." 

I gave the word but forbad any firing, and to prevent it 
and occupy the men s attention, made them slope and 
carry arms by word of command. Many of them cried 
oui. "Major let us fire!" Not yet," was my answer. for 
having advanced without orders, I thought to hâve them 
more under command if we were wrong. whereas. firing 
once begun, we could not change. At that moment the 
42 nd checked a short distance from a wall and corn- 
menced firing, and though a loud cry arose of ' ‘ F orward! 
forward!" no man. as I afterwards heard. passed the wall. 
This check seemed to prove that my advance was right. 
and we passed the 42 nd. Then I said to my men. "Do 
you see your enemies plain enough to hit them?" Many 
voices shouted. "By lasuswedo!" "Then blaze away!" 
and such a rolling fire broke out as I hâve hardly ever 
heard since. 

After passing the 42 nd we came to the wall, which 
was breast high and my line checked. but several officers 
. . . leaped over. calling on the men to follow. Af first 
about a hundred did at a low part, no more, and 
therefore, leaping bach. I look a halberd and holding it 
horizontally pushed many over the low part: and again 
getting over myself, run along. followed by my orderly 
sergeant, K eene, with his pike. As we passed, four or five 
soldiers levelled together from the olher side. but K eene 
threw up their muskets ... which saved me from being 
blown to atoms. as it was my face was much bumed: then 
ail got over, yet it required the example of officers and the 
bravest men to get ail over. 
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'Now the line tuas lormed beyond the mil.. We then 
gol to marshy ground close to a village, where the lire 
front the houses was terrible the howibers from the hills 
pelling us also. Slill I led the men on lollowed closely bg 
Ensigns Moore and Stewart with the colours until both 
fell. and the colours were caught up by Sergeant Magee 
and another sergeant. M y sword-belt was shot off 
scabbard and ail. but not being hit I pushed rapidly into 
the Street, exactly al the spot where. soon aller. I was taken 
prisoner. M any Frenchnten lay there, apparently dead 
but the soldiers cried oui. "B ayonet them. they are 
pretending." The idea was to me terrible, and made me 
call out, "No! not leave those cowards. there are plenty 
who beat arms to kill. corne on’. 1 ' 

Al this place stood the church. and towards the enemy 
a rock y mound. behind which. and on il. were the 
grenadiers: but no oflicer met my sight. except Captain 
Harrison. Lieutenant Patterson. Lieutenant Turner, and 
my efforts were vain to form a strong body: the men would 
not leave the rocks from which they kept up a heavy lire. 
No lime was to be lost, we could not see what passed on 
our flanks. we had been broken in carrying the village of 
Elvina. and as a lane wenl up slraighl towards the 
enemy. I run forward calling out to follow: about thirty 
privâtes and the above-named officers did so, but the lire 
was then terrible, many shelis burst among us 
making my ear.s ring. Ha// way up the lane I fell. without 
knowing why. but was much hurt. though at the moment 
unconscious of il: a soldier cried out. "The major is 
killed." "Not yet. corne on \" 

We reacheâ the end of this murderous lane. but a 
doien of those who entered il with me fell ere we got 


as long as you can. I will go to the left and try to mahe 
out how the 42 nd gel on . . . 

Telling this to Captain Harrison. I wenl offalong a 
lane running al righl angles from the one we were in. and 
parallel to our position : this exposed me to the English. 
not to the French lire, but being armed with only a short 
sabre, useless against a musket and bayonet. and being 
guite atone, short-sighted. and without spectacles. I /e/l 
very cowardly and anxious. Pursuing my course however 
for about a hundred yards I came near a French officer 
lying on his back wounded . . and though I approached 
him oui of pity. he thought il was to kill him: his feet were 
towards me and as he raised his head he cried out to sorne 
comrades above him, pointing . . . towards me. Those 
whom he addressed could not be seen. for the ridge was 
about six feet high. nearly perpendicular. with the thick 
hedge at top: but my danger was soon announced 
through the roots of the hedge by a blaze of lire poured so 
close as to fi/l the lane with smoke. AU went over my 
head. being evidently fired without seeing me. or my body 
must hâve been blown to pièces. 

Giving myself up for lost. the temptation to run back 
was great. but the thought thaï our own line might see 
me. made me walk leisurely. in more danger indeed yet 
less alarmed than when going forward without knowing 
what wvuld happen. The whole excursion along the lane 
was the most nervous affair I ever experienced in battle: 
nor was my alarm lessened on getting back. for Harrison 
and the others were gone ! I fell very misérable then. 

thinking the 50th had behaved ill: that my not getting 
the batlery had been a cause of the battle being lost. and 
that Moore would attribute ail to me The English smoke 


mysell by the exertion grasped his firelock with both 
hands. thus in mortal struggle regaining my feet. His 
companions had now corne up and I heard the dying aies 
of the four men with me. who were ail bayoneted 
instantly. We had been altacked from behind by men not 
before seen. as we stood with our backs to a doorway. out 
of which must hâve rushed several men. for we were ail 
stabbed in an instant, before the two parties coming up 
the road reached us . . . they appeared to be the men 
whose lives I had saved when they pretended to be dead 
on our advance through the village They struck me with 
their muskets clubbed. and bruised me much: whereupon. 
seeing no help near. and being overpowered by numbers. 
and in great pain from my wounded leg I cal led out "le 
me rend. ' remembering the expression correctly from an 
old s tory of a fat officer whose name being lames, called 
out "I emmy round" . . 

Napier's life was saved by a young French 
drummer. called Guibert. and, after much ill- 
treatment and suffering, he was eventually 
taken to Soult's quarters. where he received 
food and medical treatment. 

The Fates of Other Officers 

Major Charles Stanhope was. as described 
above. killed by a musket-ball. Lieutenant lohn 
Napper Wilson, of the Light Company, and 
Ensign Stewart, who was carrying the Regi- 
mental Colour. were also killed According to 
Patterson. Ensign Moore, who bore the King's 
Colour. had ail along a presentiment of his fate: and 
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through il. However some shelter was found beyond the 
lane: for Broofe of the 4th had oaupied the spot with his 
picguet the iay before. and had made a breastwork of 
loose stones . . . about a dcnen of us lodged ourselves 
behind this breastwork. and then il appeared to me that 
by a rush forward we could carry the batlery above: and 
il was évident we must go on or go back. we could not last 
long witere we were. Three or four men were killed at my 
side. for the breastwork was but a slender protection and 
two were killed by the lire of our own men from the village 
behind . . . 

'This misery . . . made me so wild as to cry and stamp 
with rage, feeling a sort of despair at seeing the soldiers 
did not corne on. I seul Turner. Harrison and Palterson. 
the three officers with me. to bring them on. and they 
found Stanhope animating the men. but not knowing 
what to do. and calling out. "G ood God where is 
N apier?" When Turner told him I was in front and 
raging for them to corne on for an attack on the battery 
he gave a shoul and called on the men to follow him. but 
ere taking a dozen strides cried oui. "Oh my God ! and 
fell dead. shot through the heart. Turner and a sergeant 
who had been also sent back. then retumed to me. saying 
they could not get a man to follow them up the lane. 
H earing this. I got on the wall. waving my sword and my 
hat at the same lime, and calling oui to the men behind 
among the rocks: but the lire was so loud none heard me. 
though the lane was scarcety a hundred yards long 
My companions called oui to iump down or I should be 
killed: I thought so too, but was so mad as to care little 
what happened to me. 

Looking then along the field. from the height of the 
wall. our smoke appeared to be everywhere retiring: but 
the French smoke was not advancing. which gave me 
comfort.. . jumping down I said to Harrison "Stay here 
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had gone back and my only comfort was that the French 
smoke had not gone forward . . . 

in this State of distraction, and slill under a heavy fire. 

I turned down the lane to reioin the régiment and soon 
came on a wounded man. who shrieked out . . The 
agony with which he screamed was great. it roused ail my 
feelings, and strange to say alarmed me about my own 
danger, which had been forgol in my misery at finding 
Harrison was gone from the corner, and thinking the 
battle lost. Stooping down. I raised the poor fellow. but a 
musket-ball iust then broke the small bone of my leg some 
inches above the ankle: the pain was acute . . . Telling 
the man of my own wound. my course was resumed: his 
piteous cries were then terrible, and fell bitterly as 
reproaches for my want of lortilude and courage ... I /e/l 
it horrible to leave him but selfishness and pain got the 
better. and with the help of my sword. limping and with 
much suffering. I arrived at a spot where two other lanes 
met at the corner of a church: there were three privâtes of 
the 50th and one of the 42nd. an trishman, there. who 
said we were eut off. and indeed Frenchmen were then 
coming up both lanes one party from the position of the 
50th the other from that of the 4th. The last appeared 
the leasl numerous and the nearesl. they were not thirty 
yards from us. and lorgetting my leg then. though I had 
not pluck todosofor the poor wounded man left behind 
I said to the four soldiers. "Follow me and we II eut 
through them ": then with a shout I rushed forward 
The Frenchmen had halted. but now run on to us. and 
iust as my spring and shout was made the wounded leg 
failed and I felt a stab in the back: il gave me no pain but 
fell cold and threw me on my face. Turmng to rise I 
saw the man who had stabbed me making a second 
thrust: whereupon letting go my sabre I caught his 
bayonet by the Socket, turned the thrust. and raising 


KEY: 

MN - Major Charles Napier 
MS - Major Charles Stanhope 
P - Paymaster lohn Montgomery 

E - Ensigns Stewart and Moore 

CC - Captain Clunes 
C - Captain 

A - Adjutant 

L - Lieutenant 

E - Ensign 

S - Sergeant 

talked of il as an evenl inevitably to happen in the first 
battle. This sad foreboding from which I could not rail y 
him. never for a moment preyed upon his mind. which 
was always cheerful and contented. Moore died at H aslar 
hospital. G osport. after lingering for several weeks. The 
bail having penetrated his lungs. there was no possible 
hope of his recover y. H/s father was a clergyman in the 
North of I reland. who had lost other sons in the service of 
his counlry Al the moment when these officers fell. we 
were passing. thickly crowded through a lane enclosed 
with loose stone walls. and the fire. to which we were sadly 
exposed. raked us most unmercifully. The colours, with 
the officers around them. lormed a conspicuous mark 
against which. with deadly aim. a fatal shower of bullets 
was discharged. Il was such hot work. that a man would 
be inclined to give himself a shake or two, after ail was 
over. in order to ascertain whether his head was on his 
shoulders. Captain Clunes bravery resulted in his 
being promoted to a majority in the S4th Foot. 
Lieutenant McCarthey, who had almost expired 
in the snow during the retreat. but had been 
missed by his comrades, who. retracing their 
continued on page 37 






THE FIRST CHINA WAR 1839-42 

The Opium War, part 1 
byJohn Inglebyand Colin Ashton 


Historical Background and 
Causes of the War 

August 1992 marks the I50th anniversary of 
the Treaty of Nanking, which marked the end 
of the First China War. The terms of the treaty 
gave Créât Britain trade access to a number of 
Chinese ports. Another condition was that the 
British be given an island to be used as a base 
for their trading operations with China - Hong 
Kong. 

Our interest in the war stems from two very 
different directions. For one this was a con¬ 
tinuation of a long interest in !9th Century 
Colonial Warfare particularly those involving 
the Honourable East India Company. The other 
goes back to service in the British Army. with 
exposure to reglmental historiés, traditions and 
insignia (particularly the Dragon motif awarded 
to ail régiments which served in the war|. 

The war has received the attention of several 
authors on a broadly historical and poiitical 
perspective. From a military and wargaming 
viewpoint however we are unaware of any such 
coverage. 

Admittedly the war with hindsight. was very 
one-sided but at the time the vastnessof China 


and her resources gave cause for concern. 
However. one-sidedness is not unique to British 
miiitary expéditions of the I9th Century and 
has certainly never detered wargamers from 
recreating any of the numerous Small Wars' of 
the era. 

The one-sidedness in the China War is very 
pronounced. Despite the physical size of China 
and its vast resources in terms of manpower. 
the technologically superior but very small 
inadequately equipped and supplied British 
expeditionary force managed to invade the 
Chinese mainland. and force its demands on 
China after defeating everything that the 
Chinese could throw at it! For the wargamer 
there are many actions suitable to recreate on 
the wargames table, from small naval actions or 
skirmishes involving outposts and small 
garrisons to fully fledged battles and the 
storming of towns and cities. as will be dem- 
onstrated later in this article It is possible that 
the very reason for the war. considering the 
world we live in today. is just a little unpal- 
atable? That Créât Britain. with a vast Empire 
in the making went to war to maintain its 
trading rights is not unique in the context of 


Colonial Warfare, However. forcing the im¬ 
portation of Opium on another country in 
which its presence is banned is something else 
altogether! 

How was it that Britain relied so much on the 
Opium Trade? To understand this it is perhaps 
necessary to look back to the I8th Century and 
to examine the activités of the Honourable 
East India Company which created an entire 
economy based on this trade. 

Around 1715 the East india Company had 
established its first factories (warehousesi in 
Canton, and since then had been gradually 
gaining dominance as the major trading 
interest in China. However. Canton was the only 
place that foreign traders were allowed to 
import their goods, and this only via a third 
party group of Chinese merchants. the Hong. 
The reason for this lay in the attitude of the 
ruling Manchu Emperor Tao-Kuang. who was of 
the opinion that China could well do without 
the influence of these foreign devils' spreading 
throughout the country. If they were restricted 
to one location only they could be easily 
controlled. In any case, what did these bar- 
barians hâve to offer China in terms of tech- 
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nology. science, culture or anything etse for that 
matter. Worse still, they were only merchants. 
considered one of the lowest of the low in 
Chinese society. 

For the East india Company, the main 
exports from China were silk. tea, procelain and 
rhubarb. ail of which were returned to Calcutta 
and London for future sale. The restrictions 
imposed on them did not therefore create a 
great problem initially. and despite the réluc¬ 
tance of the Chinese to purchase immense 
quantities of British goods the East India 
Company could pay for their purchases. due to 
its vast trading network. In Gold. 

One item on the list of goods availabie for 
sale in Canton was opium, purchased mainly 
for medical purposes. although a smal! amount 
did find its way into the hands of an increasing 
number of addicts around the Canton area. 
Unfortunately this misuse began to spread so 
fast that the Chinese government began to get 
alarmed. In 1729 the misuse of opium was seen 
as such a threat that the Emperor issued a ban 
on Its import, except under licence from the 
Chinese government. The East India Company 
représentatives in Canton conformed with the 
ban. anxious not to hazard the normal trading 
concessions and perhaps their lives by 
breaking it, leaving the addicts’ only source of 
supply numerous smugglers and those western 
traders after a quick profit despite the risks. 
mainly Portugese from Macao. (Macao was at 
the time governed by the Portugese and was 
the only area of résidence permitted to foreign 
traders.) Ail of this did not necessarily concern 


the East India Company, as its major sources of 
wealth and income were elsewhere. 

So long as the above remained true the 
trading activées of the Company in China were 
able to continue unaffected. However there 
were events unfolding in India which were to 
change ail this. In 1757 Robert Clive was 
victorious at the Battle of Plassey. gaining for 
the Company new territory in Bengal, so rich 


Opposite: 15 mm British (N apoleonic) aàvance on the 
enemy. 15mm Mini Figs painted by Mili Art. Terrain 
block by Wi/d Geese. bachdrop by K emy Lynch. 
Above: Heavily converted 15mm Chinese defend a star 
fort from Farms & Fortresses. Below. Tite protaganists 
close for a decision 
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and fertile to hâve been known as the Garden 
of Eden. In the past this région had, with the 
co-operation of its ruler provided excellent 
trade possibilities and a iarge proportion of the 
East India Company s source of income. Within 
10 years of Plassey the greed of a smail group 
of Europeans acting for the Company had 
stripped Bengal bare and reduced it to Virtual 
poverty. It was clear that the income gained 
from Bengal in the past was lost. Indeed in 
1772 the Company was in financial difficulties 
and could not pay its creditors. To restore the 
situation it turned to the British Government 
for help whilst also looking at the saie of opium 
as an alternative source of income. 

Why opium? From the Company's point of 
view the reason was simple. Bengal already 
produced opium, probably the best quality 
available. This was a crop accessible to ail those 
who wished to trade in it. and in the past the 
French, Dutch and the Company had done so. 
Now that Bengal was controlled by the latter 
they had a virtuai monopoly, and were able to 
control the price and movement of the drug 
and deny their compétition any access to it. 
Even more important a ready market already 
existed. China with its 300 million or so in¬ 
habitants had shown its vulnerability. Opium 
has the ability to sustain its own market and 
demand could only increase. The only problem 
was how to get it into China without en- 
dangering existing and future trade by breaking 
Chinese law. Again the solution was simple. The 
East India Company was able to seil the opium 
to their licensed traders operating the 'Country 
Ships'. These merchants purchased goods off 
the Company and then were free to sell them 
where they could and make a tidy profit in the 
process, providing they were not in direct 
compétition with the Company's représenta¬ 
tives Once sold to the 'Country Ships' the 
opium did not belong to Company or the 
Supercargoes in Canton, so as long as the 
opium was disposed of in Macao (as were 
existing illicit opium imports) no direct in- 
volvement could be traced back to the 
Company. Once in Macao the opium could be— 
collected by the Hong merchants for disposai 
in Canton, providing they were willing tp risk 
the penalties if they were caught smuggiing the 
drug. This final link in the chain was the most 
dangerous. but for the Hong, the profits from 
the sale of the drug were well worth the risks. 
Also. as long as the foreigners had money they 
would punchase Chinese goods from the Hong 
- a neat circle with the merchants on ail sides 
making a profit! 

There was another operation' on the go. One 
that was to encourage the British Government 
to assist the East India Company. As the 
Company were selling Opium to the Chinese 
they were buying tea which was largely 
destined for sale in Britain. The government 
were therefore able to impose a duty (tax) on 
this increasingly popular commodity. (In 1793 
the tax levied on tea amounted to between 
3 and 5 million pounds, in a total tax income of 
some 16 millions!) 

Anxious to hold onto and perhaps increase 
income from the tea duty the British govern¬ 
ment sought to open formai diplomatie 
relations with China, and the Emperor in 
person. in order to try and obtain a relaxation 
of the trading restrictions currently imposed on 
the East India Company. Perhaps pre-empting 
this the East India Company had already 
increased production of opium in Bengal and 
had finally given up any pretence at legality by 


being directly involved in the smuggiing of the 
drug into China, ignoring the restrictions and 
taking advantage of the plentiful supply of 
corrupt Chinese officiais. This was not really 
what the British government had in mind to 
increase the opium/tea trade. but the ends 
justified the means. as without a diplomatie 
solution this was the only way that the 
Company was able to get large quantities of 
the drug into Canton and increase the amount 
of tea being shipped to Britain. 

Tàlking to the Chinese on diplomatie terms 
was a problem to say the least, the étiquette 
being difficult for foreigners and totally 
unacceptable for the British mentality. The 
stumbling block was not just the complexity of 
the Chinese System, but the Emperor himself, 
who either would not or could not recognise 
any level of parity with European monarchs. 
Therefore any représentatives of these mon¬ 
archs would be looked upon as paying tribute. 
not as negotiators representing international 
equals. This was to be a constant problem. as 
was the practice of Kowtow. the means of 
showing respect when being presented to the 
Emperor for interview. Kowtow required the 


subject to prostrate himself on the ground 
three times. knocking his head three times on 
the floor! To the British this was definitely 
unacceptable being undignified and an 
unnecessary sign of servitude to a foreign 
monanch. Indeed in 1793 when Lord MacArthy 
visited China he could only go down on one 
knee and bow the requisite number of times. 
and Lord Amherst refused flatly. on the advice 
of a Company représentative, to do anything of 
the sort! Not surprisingly both gentlemen, 
among many others, achieved absolutely 
nothing. 

If we pause for a moment we can see that ail 
the required ingrédients for open aggression 
were présent. The Company increasing pro¬ 
duction. imports and exports of opium, iegally 
or otherwise. The British government reliant on 
the revenue obtained from the importation of 
tea to Britain. A Nation and its Emperor not 
really interested in these foreign devils, 
resisting their cultural influence and the 
importing of drugs. but finding the export 
outlet useful. Addiction had set in, one nation 
to the drug and the other to money, with the 
East India Company, almost a nation in itself. in 
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the middle, reliant on continued trade with 
both to survive. Ait that was needed to create 
the final spark was Something' or 'Someone' 
to try and stop the common denominator in al! 
this... the opium! 

The Something' was the continually renewed 
efforts of the Chinese Emperior to ban ail trade 
in opium, but with corruption on both sides of 
the fence in Canton ail such efforts were to 
corne to nothing. The Someone' however was 
a fifty year old Chinese Provincial Governor by 
the name of Lin Tse-Hsu. who in a statement to 
the Emperor on the drug traffic appeared to 
advocate a more retaliatory stance, tempered 
with a System of réhabilitation for the addicts. 
Pointing out that harsher penalties. t e death. 
for handing'drugs would be more effective, he 
added that without a programme of réhabili¬ 
tation ail that would resuit wouid be the driving 
of the trade further underground. Cruelty 
tempered with kindness? The Emperor was 
impressed with this approach and appointed 
Lin as Impérial Commissioner for Canton, to 
hold full authority with powers to initiate and 
enforce any législation he saw fit. His main task 
was to hait ali smuggling, selling and smoking of 
opium. 

Lin did not waste time. and as soon as he 


arrived in Canton he went into action, firstly 
with the Chinese community. He made immédi¬ 
ate représentations to the people of Canton to 
weed out the smokers and begin to help them, 
He made it abundantiy ciear to the merchants 
and officiais dealing in the drug that he would 
not tolerate any continuation of their past 
actions and that should he find any involved in 
dealing or bribery currently the punishments 
would be severe and immédiate. 

As for the British, Lin began by informing 
them that ail opium stocks currently being held 
in Chinese ports or in Chinese waters were to 
be handed over. A document was to be signed 
by these merchants committing them to agréé 
to cease trading in opium. A refusai would 
resuit in a complété hait to ail trade in Canton. 
Believing that this was al) a ploy to attempt to 
acquire a further bribe for the Chinese mer¬ 
chants the British delayed their reply. Lin was 
serious and to emphasise his position he 
threatened the Chinese merchants in contact 
with the British with death. and eut communi¬ 
cations with Macao and Canton. Captain 
Charles Elliot RN. the British Superintendent of 
Trade, realised the severity of the situation and 
immediately donned his uniform. boarded 
HMS LARNE, then in Macao, and with ensigns 


flying took that ship s gig in the direction of the 
Canton wharves. Though an attempt was made 
to hait his approach he succeeded in reaching 
his objective. Though not a direct act of war, his 
actions and the effect of showing to the 
Chinese that their law and sovereignty were 
being defied. 

Un s only recourse was to carry out his threat 
and stop trading and blockade the factories. Ail 
Chinese workers were withdrawn, the area was 
barricaded and patrolled by armed guards. 
and a small fleet of junks was ordered to patrol 
the river, if this did not succeed he intended to 
pétition the Emperor to put an end to foreign 
trade for ail time Lin reminded the British that 
on Chinese soi! they were subject to Chinese 
law, and if they did not comply with his instruc¬ 
tions were liable to receive the same death 
penalty so recently threatened to the Chinese 
merchants. Elliot now fully aware that Lin could 
not be bluffed. discussed the situation with the 
merchants before handing over some 20,000 
chests of opium, weighing over 2,500,000 
pounds! The chests were taken to Chuenpi and 
destroyed. Following this Lin agreed to lift the 
blockade and allow trading to résumé. 

When news of these events reached Britain 
continued on page 38 
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KOREAN AIR 

Parti 

by Chris Russell 

Air Combat during the 
Korean War 

At the close of the Second World War it was 
agreed that Japanese forces north of the 38th 
parallel in Korea would surrender to Soviet 
troops and those South of this line to US 
troops. After two years of fruitless talks on 
réunification the Soviet Union established a 
Démocratie People's Republic in north Korea 
and helped equip and train its military forces. 
These forces stormed across the 38th parallel 
on 25th lune 1950 and quickly captured Séoul 
the capital of South Korea. As the Soviet Union 
was boycotting the UN Council it was unable to 
veto a UN resolution calling on members to 
assist in obtaining the withdrawal of the 
invaders. President Truman immediately 
ordered the US Far East commander General 
MacArthur to Iend air and naval assistance and 
followed this three days later by ordering in 
ground troops. 

Mustangs 

The South Koreans were in headlong retreat 
and the only forces available to MacArthur 
were those based in Japan. Eléments of the US 
5th Air Force were quickly sent in to help stem 
the Communist attack. in particular, the unique 
long range F-82 TWin Mustang fighter (two 
Mustangs stuck togetherl. F-82s were soon in 
action against the Soviet built piston aircraft of 
the North Korean Airforce. An F-82G of the 
68th Fighter Squadron shot down the first 
plane destroyed in Korea on 27th lune, the 
same day as the first bombing raids by B-26 
Invader light bombers. Advancing southwards 
brought the North Koreans within range of 
other types of aircraft such as F-80 Shooting 
Star jets. F-80s were taking off at the rate of two 
every 15 minutes to joln up with South Korean 
F-51 Mustangs. 

By early luly US carriers had started oper- 
ating off the coast of Korea and were followed 
two weeks later by the Royal Navy carrier HMS 
T riumph with its 12 Seafires (navalised Spitfires) 
and 12 Fireftys. These aircraft were powerless 
to prevent the North Koreans from over- 
running ail of Korea except for the area around 
the port of Pusan in the extreme south east, 
here the American 24th Division and the 
remains of the South Korean Army desperately 
dug-in. At first only the US 5th Air Force could 
back up the defenders. It was equipped and 
trained for the not too demanding task of 
defending (apanese airspace, not for ground 
attack, and its inventory of aircraft was there- 
fore somewhat obsolète. The fluid nature of the 
ground fighting and the lack of proper ground- 
air co-ordination meant that little could be 
done to stop the onslaught, however. with the 
advent of light co-operation/spotter aircraft and 
raids by B-29 Superfortress bombers things 
rapidly improved. 22nd and 92nd Bomb 
Croups, with never more than 99 B-29s oper- 
ating at any one time. dropped more bombs on 
Korea than B-29s dumped on (apan during the 
Second World War. Air power proved to be a 
vital element in saving the UN forces from total 
defeat. 

Counter-Attack 

The UN forces quickly organised themselves. 
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bringing in reinforcements induding new 
troops from many countries and aircraft 
induding Australian built Mustangs (CA-17) 
flown in by the Royal Austraiian Air Forces No. 
77 squadron, and the more modem F-84 
Thunderjet flown by the US Air force. Extra 
carriers began operating from Korean waters 
enabling air power to strike North Korean 
supply lines well to the north. Major-General 
Opee' Weyland took over command of the Far 
East Air Force and Communist planes were 
soon swept from the skies. 

The North Korean air arm was equipped with 
Soviet built piston aircraft such as Yak-9. La-9 
and La-11 fighters and Tu-2 and 11-10 bombers. 
These were ail WWII designs or development 
of WWII aircraft. The fighters in particular were 
excellent. But, though fast - 430mph - well 
armed with up to four cannon and very 
manoeuvrable, in fact as good as any piston 
fighter, by 1950 they were completely out- 
classed by even semi-obsolete jets like the 
F-80. A few Yak-15 jets were used later on but 
this was a rushed design, built in 1946 by 
adding a war time German jet engine to the 
airframe of a Yak-3. and its performance was 
poor. The 11-10 was an improved 11-2 Shturmovik 
two-seat ground attack plane, slow speed and 
low ceiling compensated for by very heavy 
armour. The Soviets supplied 62 to North 
Korea and the Chinese also flew the type. The 
most common bomber encountered by the UN 
was the robust Tu-2 four-seater armed with two 
fixed cannon. up to three flexible MGs and a 
maximum bombload of about 6,600lbs. The 
main disadvantage suffered by the North 
Koreans was the poor level of pilot training. 

in mid September the lOth Marine Corps 
landed at Inchon 20 miles west of Séoul and 
the beleaguered UN units round Pusan broke 
out. In a dramatic reversai of fortunes, assisted 
by 700 land-based and 300 carrier aircraft 
sorties a day, the UN sent the Communists 
scuttling back almost to the Yalu river - the 
border with China. 

The Chinese. fearing that American influence 
on their border threatened the Communist's 
still fragile hold on China, began massing 
troops north of the Yalu. By late October, with 
the UN ignoring the strong warnings emanating 
from Peking, the Chinese had infiltrated 
300,000 men into North Korea. These struck 
devastating blows on the unsuspecting UN 
army which was soon in headlong retreat. 
There was a shock in store for UN pilots too. A 
patrol of USAF Mustangs caught sight of some 
aircraft flying high to the north of the Yalu river. 
The sun glinted on swept back silver wings as 
they banked into a dive and headed straight for 
the Mustangs. Within seconds the enemy jets 
shot through the American formation, but 
superior expérience and expertise enabled the 
Mustang pilots to manoeuvre an escape and 
the jets vanished back into China. The MiG-l 5 
had arrived to challenge the UN's hold on the 
skies over Korea. 

MiG Alley 

A flight of four F-80s was approaching Sinuiju 
airfield in North Korea on a mission to take out 
an AA position when six MiG-l 5s were seen 
Crossing the Yalu. The F-80s turned to meet 
them and the MiGs broke in ail directions firing 


wildly as the formations met. Five MiGs used 
their superior speed to escape but a sixth 
made the mistake of attempting to out-dive the 
US jets, the heavier weight of a Thunderjet 
soon brought it within range and a five second 
burst from six MGs sent the MiG crashing in 
fiâmes into the banks of the river. This was the 
first ever jet versus jet combat. The MiGs soon 
gained their revenge however when a few days 
later they shot down two B-29s and damaged 
three more. 

The area in the north west corner of Korea 
just south of the Yalu became known as MiG 
Alley . The major supply routes of the invading 
Chinese volunteers' crossed the border here 
and wound south through the rugged country- 
side to the Communist capital Pyongyang and 
beyond. As UN aircraft were prevented from 
flying over China let alone drop bombs on it, in 
the eyes of the United Nations Security Council 
China was neutral. this area became the prime 
target for bomber missions, ranging fighter- 
bomber patrols and attacks by carrier aircraft, 
The lightly equipped Chinese infantry, expert at 
camouflage and often hiding during the day 
before attacking at night, provided scant 
targets for UN aircraft, instead Weyland 
decided to strike as near to the enemy's bases 
in China as possible. 

Carrier aircraft could quickly get to such vital 
arëas and were able to cover MiG Alley from 
short range and without having to worry about 
grouhdforees over-running their airfields. Like 
their Air Force colleagues the US Navy was in 
the process of changing from piston aircraft to 
jets but the USNs first génération jets suffered 
from limited ground attack potential being 
unable to carry effective loads far enough. This 
meant that piston aircraft such as the superb 
single-seat AD Skyraider, abie to deliver 
8,000lbs of bombs (and on one occasion the 
kitchen sink) with deadly accuracy, and the 
WWII vintage F-4U Corsair formed the most 
important element of a carrier. Indeed the 
British and Australians didn't use jets at ail on 
their carriers reiying instead on Seafire F47s, 
soon replaced by the heavier Sea Fury, and 
Fireflys. A Firefly was the first RN aircraft to 
shoot down a MiG-l 5 but generally this rather 
venerable two-seater was used for ground 
attack and reconnaissance. Carrier-borne jets 
included the F9F Panther, which made up 
nearly 90% of jets on carriers, its swept wing 
dérivative the Cougar, the F3D Skyknight and 
the F2H Banshee nicknamed 'Banjo'. Radio- 
controlled pilotless Hellcats packed with 
explosives were employed to destroy spécial 
targets such as the bridge at Hungnam. They 
were guided in by speciaily equipped 
Skyraiders. 

The Korean War saw the first extensive use of 
helicopters. Many downed Aliied pilots were 
rescued by daring missions behind enemy lines 
and helicopters became an essential part of 
every carriers complément of aircraft. 

Sabres 

The only western aircraft capable of taking on 
the MiG-l 5 was the F-86 Sabre. F-86As of the 
4th Fighter Interceptor Wing were quickly 
loaded onboard ship in California and arrived 
in |apan on I3th December 1950. Within days 
an advanced detachment of four Sabres flying 
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out of Kimpo west of Séoul was cruising over 
MiG Alley. speed was kept down to 475mph to 
conserve fuel and to give Chinese radar the 
image of a slower aircraft. The Sabre pilots, at 
32,000ft. spotted four MiG-l 5s with Red 
Chinese markings dimbing towards them 
7.000ft below. The Sabres dived, pulled round 
left and got in behind the startled Chinese who 
now realised that their opponents were not the 
slower F-80s or F-84s they were used to but 
something far more deadly. The MiGs split up 
and scrambled for the border, but one Sabre 
pulled in behind a MiG and pumped three four- 
secorid bursts of MG fire into it. The Chinese 
plane rolled over in fiâmes and crashed 
10 miles from the Yalu, 

A few days later the first Sabre was lost to 
MiG-l 5 cannon fire, but on the same day eight 
F-86s tangied with 15 MiGs at 30,000ft. The 
fight took the planes down to ground level 
where the Sabre had a slight edge and six MiGs 
were destroyed for no Sabre loss. Because of 
the lack of maintenance facilities the Sabres 
had to be withdrawn to lapan and the Com- 
munists regained a measure of air superiority, 
75 MiG-l 5s were now flying out of Antung. 
However the Sabres soon retumed. this time to 
Suwon. and the duel was renewed. 

Sabres Versus MiGs 

Chinese radar always gave the Communists 
plenty of warning of the arrivai of UN aircraft. 
Sabres would approach MiG Alley at about 
30,000ft, just below the height at which 
contrails form, and at 650mph giving them 
plenty of speed in hand. As the MiG-l 5 had a 
ceiling advantage of several thousand feet the 
Chinese would croise up and down their side of 
the Yalu high up, waiting for the opportunlty to 
dive down on their opponents. The optimum 
time was normally when a Sabre patrol had to 
turn for home due to fuel expenditure. this was 
quite soon as they were operating near the 
limit of their range. The Americans countered 
this by sending in flights at five minute intervals 
and different heights. The Communists used 
decoy aircraft to tempt their adversaries into 
prématuré attacks and sometimes MiGs would 
swoop in from two sides to sandwich the 
enemy. Becoming nervous of mixing it with the 
hîghly skilled American pilots, MiGs would 
circle high up before zooming down to execute 
a firing pass and then zoom back up to safety 
using their better climb rate and accélération, a 
manoeuvre known as a yo-yo'. 

The Soviet built fighter was much less stable 
than the F-96. they were often seen to spin and 
crash when trying out some tight manoeuvres. 
MiG pilots had no G-suits and so blacking out 
was a risk and the MiG also didn't give warning 
of an impending stall. Both aircraft could fiy 
close to the speed of Sound, up to lOOmph 
faster than other contemporary jets. 200mph 
faster than piston fighters. The Sabre continued 
the American tradition of carrying an ail 
machine-gun armament, six 0.5" MGs whereas 
the MiG-l 5 was designed as a bomber inter¬ 
cepter and so carried the heavier armament of 
one 37mm and two 23mm cannons. Machine- 
guns are much less destructive and are shorter 
ranged. but hâve a higher rate of fire so are 
more likely to hit. The ammunition capacity for 
cannon armed jets at this period was limited. 
the MiG-15 carried 40 37mm rounds and 
80 rounds for each 23mm, the Sabre had 
267 rounds per gun, however most jet pilots 
can only expect to get one good burst at fast 
moving, tight turning dogfight opponents and 



the Sabres armament was considered to be 
too light. The American plane did hâve the 
advantage of better gunsights, an important 
considération when the target rareiy travels in 
a straight line at no angle of deflection. 

Both sides used the four plane flight as the 
tacticai unit, the finger four', though early on 
six plane flights were common. The largest 
Sabre formation was eight flights but this was 
difficult to control as any aircraft falling behind 
did not hâve enough excess speed to catch up. 
Communist formations were often much larger. 
sometimes 100 or more. Major Winton W. 
Marshall describes a large scale fight between 
31 Sabres in three squadrons and a big 
Communist formation: 

We sighted eight M/G-15 jets coming across the Yalu 
River high above us. They were apparently out on their 
own fighter sweep. but they didn't corne down on us. .. 
just then. Col T hyng called out "bogies coming across 
the river dead ahead. 10,000 feet below 1 .' He instructed 
me to cover him as he went down for a look. The bogies 
turned out to be 12 Tu-2 bombers and their escort of 
16 La-9s with eight MiG-l 5s flying top cover. The 
Colonel called for a head-on pass by two sguadrons. 
the whole sky became ahve with smoke and fiame. it iras 


really a sight - our boys s coring hits ail over the 
bombers. and their fighters could do nothing. Col P reston 
called me and said Bones. corne on down and get ’em". 
The entire squadron went over on ifs back and came in on 
the bombers from six o'clock high . . . I lined up the 
bomber on the right side of the last box. My first burst set 
him afire. As I continued to fire , he fell out of formation 
and the crew began bailing out. Then (ira La-9s came 
into my sights and I gave the leader a short burst from my 
.50 -calibres. He seemed to corne apart at the seams and 
dropped like a stone to the océan : 

Itaken from The |et Age' by Robert lackson) 

The final score was eight TU-2s, three La-9s and 
a MiG-l 5 for no Sabres lost. 

In early 1951 the F-86A was beginning to be 
replaced by the improved F-86E. The Commu¬ 
nists countered with the MiG-l 5bis (also known 
as the MiG-l 5SD) with more powerful engine, 
The final mark of Sabre to see action in Korea 
was the F-86F, arriving in lune 1952. This had a 
bigger engine. improved gunsight and a fixed 
leading edge which. though it increased the 
stalling speed. markedly enhanced manœuvr- 
ability at high altitudes. From its introduction 
an average of 184 Sabres were operational at a 
given time. South Africa's no 2 squadron based 
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at Osan also few 22 F-86Fs and RAF and 
Canadian pilots had postings to USAF Sabre 
units, Wg Cdr (ohnnie Baldwin of the RAF was 
killed by a MiG-15 whilst flying an F-86. By the 
end of 1951 130 MiG-i5s had been destroyed 
for the loss of 24 Sabres. 

Honchos 

In May 1951. during a fight between 50 MiGs 
and 36 Sabres near Sinuiiu. Captain lames 
tabara shot down his 5th and 6th MiG-15s. He 
was the first ever jet-jet ace. Soon after UN 
pilots noticed a distinct increase in the skill of 
their opponents. the reason was that Soviet. 
Czech and Polish pilots, induding many who 
had seen action in WWil, were being sent to 
China on three month combat tours. Soviet 
markings were usually over-painted with Red 
Chinese or North Korean stars but some 
aircraft didn't even bother with this attempt at 
déception. The Americans dubbed these new 
pilots 'honchos' from the lapanese for boss. 

Other US aces indude Major George Davis 
who shot down ! 2 enemy aircraft before falling 
to the cannons of a MiG. and the highest scorer 
Captain Joseph McConnell with 16 victories in 
106 missions. Unlike the two World Wats, where 
for instance the highest scoring ace of WWil 
was still only 23 when the war ended. the jet 
âge demanded flyers with expérience and coo! 
heads, not the boldest but the oldest'. One 
third of Sabre aces also had kills in WWil and 
two thirds of scoring pilots were over 28 years 
old. Most Communist pilots, the honchos 
excepted, had no previous combat expérience 
and were thrown into the deep end with 
inadéquate training. indeed the Communists 
found it difficult to train enough pilots just to 
replace losses This disparity of expérience and 
training was the single most important factor in 
the domination of the generally superior 
MiG-15 by the Sabre. 

When they could avoid F-86s MiG pilots 
found life a lot easier. At the end of 195! five 
B-29s were shot down in a month forcing the 
UN to switch heavy bomber raids to night time 
where accuracy proved more difficult. As 
Britain was fully committed to fighting basically 
air oriented campaigns against rebels in Aden 
and Malaya. the only British jets to see action in 
Korea were flown by no 77 squadron RAAF 
whose Mustangs were replaced by Meteors. 
They would hâve preferred Sabres but the 
Americans had none to spare. nevertheless the 
Australians were keen to get to grips with the 
MiG. in combat they found that. not surpris- 
ingly, their ageing Meteors were no match for 


the MiG-15. three MiGs were destroyed but at 
the cost of at least three Meteors downed and 
many more badly damaged. Losses would 
hâve been even worse had not the Meteor 
been such a robust aircraft. In the end the 
Australians had to avoid MiG Alley and 
switched to ground attack and bomber escort 
instead. 

The situation on the ground entered a new 
phase when Lt Gen Ridgway took over com- 
mand of UN ground troops. After blunting the 
Communist offensive he instituted a sériés of 
méat grinder' attacks using artillery and air 
attacks with rockets and napalm. The Com¬ 
munists were slowly pushed back to the 
38th parallel and the front eventually stabilised 
after more Chinese assaults were bloodily 
repulsed. 

Night Intruders 

As Communist losses increased their com- 
manders, both army and airforce. began to rely 
more heavily on night attacks. The UN forces 
were well equipped to counter night intruder 
raids with their radar expertise. TWo-seaters 
such as the Marine Corps F7F-4N Tigercat flew 
patrols and their own intruder missions from 
carriers and ground bases at night. These were 
replaced by the F3D Skyknight jet which 
destroyed more enemy aircraft than USN 
fighters on day missions. 

What must be the most bizarre aerial con¬ 
frontation of the war took place at night when 
the Americans decided to put a stop to nuis¬ 
ance raids by North Korean PO-2s. The PO-2 
was a bi-plane trainer that first flew in 1928 and 
had a top speed of less than iOOmph. lts value 
as an intruder must hâve been more psycho- 
logical than material though one did damage 
Australian Meteors parked at Kimpo airbase by 
dropping a handful of bomblets. F-94C Starfire 
night-fighter jets were given the task of halting 
this affront. In the first of this seemingly 
unequal contest an F-94 got on the tail of a 
PO-2. throttled right back and lowered flaps 
and wheels before shooting down the bi-plane. 
unfortunately the jet stalled and crashed to the 
ground kitling both crewmen. The second time 
an F-94 got a PO-2 in its sights the pilot 
decided not to make the same mistake as his 
colleague. instead he kept his speed up but 
couldn't stop colliding with the target 
destroying both planes. 

Silver Machines 

The majority of land-based jets were left in 
natural métal finish, the saving in weight and 
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friction make unpainted aircraft about 3% 
faster than those covered in camouflage paint. 
The extra speed. around 20mph for Sabres and 
MiG-15s, was considered to be more important 
than the marginal increase in concealment at 
low ievels. heights at which neither plane 
normally operated anyway. Maj (abara. com- 
menting on the bright appearance of Chinese 
jets, said 'I reckon they hâve a dozen people 
assigned to polish each MiG'. USAF planes 
carried a broad yellow récognition stripe 
outlined in black on the fuselage and each wing 
tip. They also sported plenty of flashy nose art. 
comic figures, gnashing teeth etc. Carrier 
aircraft were painted as extra protection against 
the harsh conditions encountered at sea. Navy 
biue or light grey being usual for the USN. The 
British adorned their planes with Normandy' 
style black and white stripes as the Americans 
had a habit of mistaking them for the enemy, 
one B-29 even took potshots at its escort of 
Sea Furys. 

The first North Korean MiG-15 unit was now 
formed at Uiju but the UN, relieved at last to 
hâve a MiG base to strike at, attacked it 
relentlessly with B-29s at night and fighter- 
bombers during the day. After six weeks the 
North Koreans gave up and retired to China. 
The Soviet honchos were no longer in evidence 
and while the ground war lurched between 
peace talks and reckless Communist assaults, 
UN pilots won back total air supremacy. 
Communist flyers would often eject on seeing a 
Sabre and on 27th luly 1953. with neither side 
able to see victory ahead, a cease-fire was 
agreed. Two hundred and ninety seven Sabres 
faced 950 MiG-i 5s but the imbaiance of pilot 
skill and confidence was overwhelmingly in 
favour of the UN. Sabre pilots shot down more 
than 800 enemy planes over MiG Alley. the vast 
majority of them the F-86's principal target - 
the MiG-i 5 - for the loss of 78 of their own 
number. 

The Korean War proved to be the swansong 
of the gun-only fighter. just five years later 
Chinese Nationalist F-86FS shot down 24 
Communist Chinese MiGs with Sidewinder 
infra-red homing missiles, though one unex- 
ploded missile brought home in the jetpipe of 
a MiG-15 provided the means for the Soviets to 
produce a direct copy. The missile âge had 
arrived. 

Next Month - A set of air combat rules to 
recreate the battle for MiG Alley. 
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THE RUNES OF LOKI 


This month i thought 1 would favour you with a 
bit of balanced book reviewing. Actually, most 
of these books hâve been balancing on my 
desk for some time now. and two of them hâve 
been propping up a rather wobbiy what-not 
bought from Messrs Spin. Yarn and Leggit. 
auctioneers of repute and flakey furniture 

I do not inciude in my review the iatest 
offering from Cheapskate Publications, as it 
appears that their book on martial arts is a 
misprint for marital aids, unless the infantry are 
using some very funny weapons these days. 

The Lost Tribe 

Published by Bandwaggon Ltd. part of their 
Empires of the Dead sériés. 

This Iatest in the Empires of the Dead sériés 
covers the lost. but hardly lamented people 
known as the Pedantixs of the Créât Silesian 
Plane. 

In 1603 (at about ll.30am, according to 
Pedantix writing) Halitosis the Fiercesome (or 
Halitosis the shifty-eyed with the lobe of one 
ear missing. as the Pedantixs referred to him) 
declared war on ail Pedantix. The Pedantix 
declined to accept this déclaration, on the 
grounds that it was a Saturday morning. when 
ail decent people were out washing their oxen 
and giving their horns a wax polish, and 
therefore against the ruies. As a resuit the 
entire Pedantix nation was slaughtered - 
although legend has it that some Pedantix 
escaped, married into other tribes and became 
traffic wardens andinsurance assessors. 

The authors of this book hâve combined 
diligent research wij:h nit-picking précision. 
They reveal that the pedantix might hâve been 
saved had they united with the neighbouring 
Volatiles in their struggle against Halitosis and 
their quest for liberty and truth. Unfortunately. 
the Pedantix got rather bogged down wanting 
to know exactly what was meant by truth'. and 
talks failed. 

Conspiracy 

By Irving Biggott. 

Published by Sunday Sport Enterprises. 

The slip-shod and endlessly plodding Biggott 
has produced this book which is both confus- 
ing and confused. As I understand it. Mr 
Biggott is suggesting that Churchill was in fact a 
transexual brick-layer from Liepzig called Eva 
Bucquet and an SS agent, whiie Hitler was in 
fact an under-manager at the Halifax Building 
Society. If Mr Biggott is to be taken seriously 
then it appears that WWII was masterminded 
by Vera Lynns' record company to promote 
sales. 


Légion of the Lost 

By Paddy ODoors. 

Published by Fiend. Fiend and Tulkinghorn. 
The true stroy of Jasper Nidol. wealthy socialité 
and card-sharp who disappeared after the 
Créât Impérial Mint Scandai of 1903 and 
became known as Beau Nidol, ioining the Irish 
Foreign Légion stationed in Cork. 

Little Tipping: The First IWi 
Years 

By The Prof BA (Cantab. failed) using Lesley 
Dibbley's biro. 

Published by Pireme Publishing Ltd. 

What can I say, except that it is ail here - the 
night Colin Beasley routed Dodgey Daves' 
zealots with a herd of greased pigs, and 
Nervous Eddie threw up in Big Stans tool-box; 
the Sunday lunchtime session at the Stoat and 
Eyegiass when Troy Polliquin sat on Trevor 
Hornbeams' impérial Guard, and had to hâve it 
surgically removed. along with Trevors average 
dice. This book says it ail. 

Some dassic black and white polaroids of 
Brenda Conkleys' decolletage. 

The Battle of MacCaskills Point 

By Ivor Grudge. 

Published by Obscure Books Ltd. 

MacCaskills Point was that there was a nose in 
his half of Groanenburp 1066 that was not his 
own. It is therefore not to be confused with the 
Battle of Jenkins Ear, or the Nasty Incident 
Invol ving Digby'sThing. 

Althugh this book holds no real surprises 
(pop-up bayonets. for example) it should 
provide a clear source of reference material on 
ail aspects for interested Wargamere. 

The book contains a detailed study of the 
troops involved. even providing muster 
strengths It is thus that we discover that thanks 
to a mix up over their packed lunches, and an 
earlier unfortunate encounter with a primitive 
form of combine harvester (which Gen 
Willouby Sneath-Barking mistook for a new- 
fangled machine of warfare) the lst Régiment 
of the Ancient and Impérial Halbediers (the 
Old Peculiers. as they were affectionately 
known) arrived with only two battalions. with a 
combined strength of 179 one legged men. 
33 renegade nuns and a drunken Elk-hound 
called Wallace. 

The book also contains several interesting 
photographs of fields. 


Submarine Warfare in Peru 

By Ben Tine. 

Published by Small Happenings Ltd. 

This work traces the history of the Peruvian 
Submarine Service in its entirety. It covers the 
commissioning of Peru's one and only sub¬ 
marine right up to the moment of its destruc¬ 
tion when out on manoeuvres. The submarine 
fires its only homing torpédo, and unfortu- 
natedly. it homed. 

Rear Admirai Sir Forbes 
Bandycoot, a Memoir 

By Jocelyn Tissue. 

Published by Noblesse Oblige Books. 

This splendid book. jam packed full of jolly 
photographs of headless natives (p 18) and 
topiess school-girls (p 361) records the re- 
markable career of Sir Forbes Bandycoot. or 
Old Grappling Iron. as he was sometimes 
known. 

Stories abound of Banbycoots' feats of 
daring: how he single-handedly captured a 
U-boat using only a sink plunger and a packet 
of Sterident. and his intrepid attempt to 
sabotage the Germa n Fleet in Bremerhaven by 
paddling through the cities sewers in coracles. 
In fact. Bandycoot was such a suicidally brave 
sailor that in the end no one would serve with 
him. 

Bandycoot went to the Commons from the 
Admiraity. serving on many spécial com¬ 
missions. and this book offers unrivalled 
insights into the machinations of the Combined 
Services Sock Research Programme. 

Late in life, Bandycoot led Operation 
Crowehurst, a three year expédition across 
Arabia with 132 sixteen year old school-girls. ail 
of whom he called Roger' because it was ’A 
damn fine name for a dog, a horse or a gel'. 

Grape-Shot Rule Book 

Published by Brainlag. 

These ruies corne with a handy set of cards 
which calcuiate casuaities and moral on a shift 
System. Unfortunately. Brauns' card proved a 
bit flimsey and ripped when he received 214 
casuaities on his favourite unit of Elite troops. 
There are 15 morale grades ranging from 
Fan-bloody-tastic' to Deeply-deeply-pissed- 
off. The ruies are so fast that according to 
Brauns girlfriend a game takes even less time 
than Braun does. 


NAPOLEONIC DIARY: AUGUST, 1792 


by Michael Rayner 

Although the proclamation issued under 
Brunswick's name the previous month had 
been in an aggressive tone. the Duke himself 
disapproved of his orders to march upon Paris. 
This meant that the Allied advance was ex- 
tremely slow from the start, although it did 
hâve some initial successes against the fortress 
towns of Longwy and Sedan. The latter 
capitulated on 2nd September and so the 
whole month had been taken up, if not wasted 



in long delays and periods of inactivity. Even so. 
the path was then open for an advance towards 
the capital, which Brunswick would hâve to 
undertake. The French résistance was very half- 
hearted and made worse by the défection of 
Lafayette who had commanded the French 
forces around Sedan. What brought this 
défection on had been the momentous events 
in Paris, partly as a resuit of Brunswick's 
proclamation. On lOth August the Tuileries was 


stormed and the King taken into custody 
signalling a hardening of the people's résolve to 
see the révolution and war through to its bitter 
end. Therefore it is impossible to look at the 
affaire of 1792 purely from a military perspec¬ 
tive: one has to bear in mind the politicai/ 
domestic angle as well. This hardening of 
résolve, together with Brunswick's dilatorily 
attitude, gave the revolutionaries a chance for 
the coming months. 
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Diagram showing dicing for 
wounds when a cannon-shot 
hits several figures 


steps. found him insensible and revived him 
with rum, was severely wounded at Corunna: 
unfortunately, Patterson provides no further 
details. Lieutenants William TUrner and |ohn 
Patterson both survived unscathed. and later 
served with a battalion of embodied detach- 
ments in the Walcheren expédition. Lieutenant 
Hugh Birchall is recorded as belonging to the 
Light Company during the retreat, and pre- 
sumably fought at Corunna; as did Ensign 
David Leslie, who joined the battalion in 
September 1808. at about the same time as 
the command devolved upon Major Napier. 
One other officer. alas anonymous, according 
to Patterson, was something of a dandy: 

"Ta the s ad détérioration of costume which I hâve 
described, there was, however. one hrilliant exception. If 
was displayed by an officer of ours. Lieutenant *'***. 
who entertained us much by the way in which he 
managed matters. In the worst of times. when the rain 
and wind fell desperately on us during the retreat, and ail 
were .. . covered with mud and dirt, and drenched from 
head to foot. with nothing beautiful to be seen about us. 
this lovely youth. a diamond of the first water, the very 
quintessence of an exquisile, seemed on ail occasions as if 
emerged from the limits of a bandbox. His raiment and 
general attire fresh from the mint. he must at least. lihe 
K ing Richard, hâve had "a score or two of tailors" to 
adorn his person. Whether it was thaï he was purified by 
the frequent showers. or from what other source he derived 
his amiable appearance. I know not. but il is certain that 
we were completely puzded by the magic of his toile I; and 
had Beau Brummel «ver ventured on the field of Mars he 
would hâve resigned his daim, as prince ofdandies, to our 
hero . retired soon after from the army . 

Sources 

My Part in the B attle of Corunna. Charles Napier, 
quoted in The Life and Opinions of General Sir 
Charles james Napier' Vbl I, Lieutenant-General 
Sir William Napier. lohn Murray, 1857. 

The A dventures of Captain ]ohn Patterson. London. 
1837. 

Details of the British infantry drill and words of 


command may be found in 'The Eighteen 
Manoeuvres for His Majestys Infantry', 
Sergeant Thomas Langley. Ist Royal Régiment 
Tower Hamlets Militia, 1794 (an epitome of 
Dundas) pubiished by Bill Leeson. 5 St Agnell's 
Lane Cottages, Hemel Hempstead, Herts 
HP2 7H|. 

French Musketry Table 

Within each range band, throw IdAv for each 
group of Frenchmen assumed to be firing. 
rounding fractions down. The size of the group 
varies with the range, thus: 

RANGE NUMBER IN GROUP 

0-50 yards 12 

51-75 yards 15 

76-100 yards 18 

ION25 yards 21 

126-150 yards 24 

151-175 yards 27 

176-200 yards 30 

This System has been devised so that, given a 
typical resuit of three hits on the die, the 
percentage of hits scored corresponds ap- 
proximately to the figures quoted by Major- 
General Hughes in Firepower , allowing for 
25% misfires and downgrading by a factor of 
two in respect of battlefield conditions. The 
vagaries of the dice and the range of injuries 
resulting from hits provide suitabiy unpredict- 
able casualties. 

Musket-Ball Wound Table 

0: Hat/epaulette is shot off. 

I : A spent bail is turned by beltplate/pocket- 
watch. causing some bruising. 

2; Flesh wound in arm reduces ability to use 
weapon*. 

3; Hand/arm shattered so no longer able to use 
weapon, but may bind up with handkerchief/ 
sash and carry on. rather than going to rear*. 
4: Flesh wound in leg reduces movement. can 
no longer run or jump*. 


5; Bail grazes side, causing severe pain and 
graduai loss of blood. 

6: Bail grazes head, causing victim to fall 
insensible for some time. 

7: Ankle/leg shattered so can only limp to rear 
using sword/musket as crutch, iiable to fall if 
attempts to run/dodge, cannot defend in 
melee*. 

8: Severe body wound, causing victim to 
collapse. must be carried to rear. 

9; Killed instantly by bail in head/breast. 

Cannon-Shot Wound Table 

0: Near miss causes victim to be temporarily 
stunned/panicked. 

1: Knocked over and stunnqd by wind of 
passing bail. 

2: Lower arm below elbow smashed, and will 
hâve to be amputated *, 

3: Upper arm above elbow smashed, resulting 
in amputation of whole arm* 

4: Foot crushed by rolling bail, requiring 
amputation*. 

5: Leg smashed, requiring amputation*. 

6; Both legs shattered, requiring amputation*. 
7: Mortally wounded by bail striking beliy or 
breast, will die lingering death, but hâve 
opportunity to make gallant death-bed speech. 
8: Cut in half by bail and killed instantly. 

9: Head knocked to atoms by bail, killed 
instantly. 

NB: Where a ball's line of flight passes over 
several figures, the first throws the d 10 and uses 
the resuit to discover his wound: the second 
subtracts i from his die score; the third 
subtracts 2, and so on. Thus a bail travelling 
through a group of men will tend to cause less 
serious injuries as it continues on its path. (See 
accompanying diagram) 

* Where an asterisk appears. throw again to 
détermine whether it is the right (evens) or left 
(oddsl limb that is injured. 


Napoleonic subjects covered in Military Hobbies are 


Title 

Polish Drummers and Musicians 

Napoleon's Infermier 

Army of the Grand Duchy of Warsaw 

French Infantry Drummers 

Prussian Dragoon Trumpeters 

Italian Drum Majors 

Waterloo (re-enaetment) 

Wurtemberg Trumpeter jager zu Pferd 
Spanish Army of the Napoleonic Wars 
_* out of print_ 
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Issue No Title 

23 British Naval Uniforms of Nap, Wars 
22 Napoleon's 12th Cuirassiers 

20 Russian Artiilery part 2 

19 Russian Artiilery part 1 

17 Austrian Artiilery 1806-15 

16 Prussian Artiilery 1808-15 

14 Kings Dragoon Guards at Waterloo 

14 Royal African Regt, Neapolitan Line Inf 
13 Napoleon’s Swiss Troops 

:o Pircme Publishing Ltd, 34 Chatsworth Road, Bournemouth BH8 8SW 
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continued front page 31 

concern was expressed as the government 
could not allow a source of income that 
supported the Indian administration to be put 
at risk. In India the East india Company was 
weil aware of the importance to the economy 
of the continued trade in opium, which if halted 
may even threaten its very existence. Fears of 
this major source of finance drying up, coupled 
with the ever increasing possibility of war with 
Afghanistan, prompted them to ask the British 
government for help in protecting the rights of 
the merchants in Canton. The government (in 
particuiar Palmerston, of Gunboat Dipiomacy' 
famé), advised by a certain Mr lardine lof 
Mathieson & Jardinet prepared to give support, 
by representing Lins actions as illégal and 
aggressive insofar that he had without cause 
threatened British lives, their property and 
their freedom, not to mention showing total 
disregard for the Officers of the Crown. Funds 
were voted to mount an expédition to right 
these wrongs. The force would include two 
ships of the line, two frigates, two river 
steamers and troopships sufficient to transport 
some 7,000 soldiers. They even agreed on the 
terms to be arrived at on the successfui 
completion of the expédition. The Chinese 
would be required to allow trade to be con- 
ducted freeiy from the ports of Amoy, Fuchow. 
Ningpo and Shanghai as well as Canton, and 
that full compensation for the British and 
Chinese merchants would, be paid. By 
November 1839 the War Office had completed 
the planning of the expédition, though the 
passage of the issue through Parliament had 
not been plain sariling by any means. But 
despite objections and many strong speeches 
the Government won through and the ex¬ 
pédition was ordered to proceed. 

Meanwhile, back in China, Lin had lifted the 
blockade of the factories as agreed. and had 
allowed the merchants to résumé trading. No 
sooner had he lifted the ban. however, than 
Elliot withdrew ali merchants and shipping 
from Canton and Wampoa to an anchorage off 
Hong Kong island. believing that hostilities 
were by now inévitable and that by removing a 
potential source of hostages he was strength- 
ening his hand. albeit a hand that was soon to 
be forced. 

Sailors from the ships lying off Kowloon went 
ashore and got drunk, becoming involved in a 
fight during which a iocal Chinese was kilied. 
Lin was furious and demanded that the sailor 
responsible be handed over for trial. The 
British (of course) refused. Lin decided that as 
the British had withdrawn to the anchorage off 
Hong Kong and that they could not be easily 
resupplied, he would establish a total blockade 
of the floating community to starve them into 
giving up the guilty man. 

Believing the British were unable to meet the 
might of the Chinese Empire. Lin was con- 
vinced that this time he had them in a position 
from which they would be forced to concédé. 
He was however like so many before and since, 
unaware of the British stubborness and abiiity 
to fight on despite the apparent hopelessness 
of the situation, indeed Elliot was soon to be in 
a strong position, for no sooner had the 
blockade been announced that the frigate 
HMS VOLAGE arrived off Hong Kong, with the 
news that another frigate, HMS HYACINTH was 
aiso soon to join. His position was now one of 
greater strength than the Chinese were aware 
of. as they had no knowledge of the capabilities 
of the Royal Navy in Coastal and river oper¬ 


ations. On land the Chinese could not see how 
they could fail to win due to their tactica! (?) 
and numerical superiority. Elliot, however. 
more than willing to defend British rights, 
ordered the breaking of the blockade. and on 
4th September 1839 the Chinese war junks at 
Kowloon were easily and immediately routed. 
With this defeat and the arrivai of HMS 
HYACINTH on I8th September Lin had lost the 
initiative. 

To regain it Un turned to Macao, where many 
British citlzens were still residing. The 
Portugese Governor of Macao, unable to 
guarantee their safety should Lin enter the 
town. ordered the British out. 

Elliot however found this a minor nuisance 
compared to the problem of those merchants 
NOT trading in opium, and from whom Lin had 
lifted the trade ban before Elliot had pulled the 
British out. who felt that they should be 
allowed to return to their former buisness in 
Canton. He could not afford to risk this as it 
would again give Lin the opportunity to take 
hostages should he so wish. To prevent this 
move. Elliot ordered HMS VOLAGE to block¬ 
ade the mouth of the Canton River to prevent 
any British ships from proceeding upriver to 
the city. This was perhaps the first real a et of 
war made by the British as to ail intents and 
purposes it amounted to a naval blockade of a 
foreign port. i.e. Canton. However the situation 
was to change rapidly, and the blockade was 
not to be enforced as en route HMS VOLAGE 


made contact with a large fleet of war junks at 
Chuenpi. This fleet had been sent by Lin to 
force the British to hand over the murderer, 
and it was ail that was needed to convince 
Elliot that he must take the initiative and strike. 
On 18th November HMS VOLAGE and HMS 
HYACINTH attacked the Chinese fleet. The 
outcome was never in question and their 
combined superior firepower destroyed many 
junks. dispersing the remainder in total rout. 
Thus at the Battle of Chuenpi, war with China 
became inévitable. Already in London the 
decision for war had been made, and even as 
the battle took place the Expeditionary Force 
was on its way. 

The Course of the Conflict 

Surely you will agréé with me in deprecating this war 
with China, which really seems tomeso wicked as to be 
a national sin of the greatest possible magnitude, and it 
distresses me very deeply. Cannot anything be donc by 
pétition or otherwise to awaken men s minds to the 
dreadful guilt we are incurring?' 

Thomas Arnold, 1840 

The Expeditionary Force under the command 
of Admirai George Elliot, (Cousin to Charles 
Elliot Superintendent of Trade in Canton) 
assembled at Singapore. Itcontained. among 
others. HM I8th Foot from Ceylon and HM 
26th Foot from Calcutta, together with HM 
49th. A battlation made up of 10 companies of 
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Bengal Native Infantry volunteers from as many 
régiments, two companies of Royal Artillery 
and two of Madras Sappers and Miners made 
up the force. The Expeditionary Force was 
embarked upon 26 transports accompanied by 
a single Ship of the Line, six smaller Men of War 
and two lndian Marine steamers. More war- 
ships were to join later. Leaving for China on 
30th May 1840 it reached Macao on 2 Ist/22nd 
)une 1840. Some eiements of the force con- 
tinued to arrive over the following weeks. 
Despite no actual déclaration of war the 
Chinese were well aware of the significance of 
the Expéditions presence. Indeed. motives 
could not hâve been misinterpreted, for the 
China Sea became quite fuit of British shipping. 
Not long after arriving the Expédition set sait 
again. heading North. an event that not only 
pleased the Chinese in Canton but (wrongly) 
reinforced their belief in the inadequacies of 
the British, so much so that Lin was to inform 
the Emperor that the fleet had been driven off. 

The force, once assembled, now consisted of 
16 Men of War, four armed paddle steamers. 
26 Transports and a large number of other 
vesseis hired in by the government to act as 
support and resupply vesseis, Aboard this 
Naval force were some 4,000 troops. 

Command of the Expédition was the re- 
sponsibility of the Governments représentative 
in the East, Lord Auckland, Governor General 
of India. As he was in Calcutta, plenipotentiary 
powers were extended to the Elliots, who were 
to présent the Chinese with the following 
demands: 

1) The cessesion of an island large enough for 
the British to live on and trade from, this island 
to be situated advantageously for that trading; 

2) A guarantee of freedom of trade in ports 
other than Canton must be given; 

3) Compensation to be paid to British traders 
for the loss of revenue, due to the destruction 
of their property i.e. the Opium destroyed by 
Lin; 

4) Compensation to be paid to the British 
Government for the expense of the expédition; 

5) Compensation to be paid to any British 
traders for losses or debts incurred due to their 
loss of trade during the dispute. 

No deliberate mention was to be made 
regarding trade in Opium. However any 
accidentai référencé to it was to be taken as a 
suggestion that the British could not stop or 
control it, so the Chinese might consider 
allowing it to become a legal import. 

The Expeditionary Force wouid operate 
under a very simple milîtary plan. Firstly it 
wouid select a base of operations and block- 
ade the rivers leading to the iniand waterways 
of China, and in particular the Pei-Ho river 
which wouid eut off Peking. The base chosen 
was the Island of Chusan. a position more or 
less central off the Chinese coast. and therefore 
well placed to apply pressure at the very places 
that the British wished to open to their trade. It 
was to this base that the British force was 
sailing for when it left Macao, arriving on 4th 
July 1840. Thé entry of Chusan harbour and the 
occupation of the principal town of Tinghai was 
virtually unopposed. but the island was the 
cause of the heaviest casualties the Expédition 
wouid receive. Due to the bad sighting of the 
camp, inadéquate and tainted supplies, 
combined with the heat. the troops suffered 
from dysentery and malaria. The death toll 
amounted to some 450 of ail ranks. The 
number incapacitated by disease and heat 
exhaustion was much higher. For example HM 
26th Régiment by the end of the year was 


reduced from 900 to a strength of 299 effec¬ 
tives. HM t8th Régiment was reduced to 500 
effectives. During this period of appalling 
attrition no major military moves of any extent 
were made. save a move to blockade the Pei- 
Ho, ail manoeuvring being on the political 
front, which suited the Chinese down to the 
ground. For. they believed. not only had this 
great' force done little damage and was 
suffering terribiy from disease. its leaders were 
confirming their belief that the foreign devils' 
were incapable of military action, and could be 
easily bought with simple diplomacy. 

However the British had their instructions, 
and continued to présent their demands to the 
Chinese. who on their part expressed suprise 
at the presence of this large force, questioning 
the reason for its arrivai, and expressing a 
willingness for peace. 

The Emperor had assigned a very capable 
politician by the name of Ch'i-shan to these 
talks. and one of his first successes was to move 
the location of the talks to Canton, away from 
the front door of Peking. He even appeared to 
be in agreement with the British. in that the 
actions of Lin could only be seen as aggressive 
and unnecessarily provocative. Therefore it was 
not long before Lin. now a convenient scape- 
goat. was blamed for the current events, and 
was summilary sacked and ordered to Peking. 
The British may hâve felt that headway was 
being made but under no circumstances could 
they get Ch'i-shan to even consider agreeing to 
any territorial concessions. It finally became 
clear to Captain Charles Eliiot (his cousin the 
Admirai being ill and unable to attend or 
conduct any negotiations) that the talks wouid 
drag on and on. a situation that could not 
benefit the Expédition. At this stage he 
received reports of atrocities that had been 
committed by the Chinese on British subjects, 
whose ship had run aground. This was ali the 
excuse he needed and the decision was made 
to act. A combined Naval and Army operation 
was ordered against the estuary of the River 
Bouge, which led to the port of Canton. 

The River Bouge, leading to Canton, had 
along its banks and its many islands a number 
of fortifications that guarded the route from the 
estuary right up to the Canton warfs. The first of 
these fortifications at the Bouge estuary were 
to be the target, and on 7th lanuary 1841 
operations began. 

Warships carefully made their way up the 
Bouge Estuary towards Canton, and landed a 
force of troops and marines under the com¬ 
mand of Major Thomas Pratt (HM 26th Régi¬ 
ment). The forts at Chumenpi and Thikoktow 
were taken. and on the same day in Anson’s 
Bay further up the Bouge the Royal Navy was 
also in action, resulting in the destruction of a 
squadron of war junks under the command of 
the Chinese Admirai Kuan. The mouth of the 
Bouge was now secured for an advance on 
Canton. The Chinese in Canton were now fully 
awake to the British threat and realising their 
state of unreadiness. offered to negotiate a 
peaceful settlement, known as the Convention 
of Chuenpi. This lifted the trading ban, allowed 
British shipping and British merchants back 
into Canton unmolested, promised a payment 
of 6 million dollars for damages to the mer- 
chants. and granted the British the island of 
Hong Kong. Eliiot. convinced he had achieved 
most of what had been required of him. agreed 
to the settlement. This was something the 
governments of China and Britain were not 
willing to do. Britain wanted ports, not just 
Islands, and the Chinese government in Peking 
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questioned the territorial concession. In any 
case the whole agreement was not ratified by 
either government. Indeed the agreement was 
so much against the prlvate intentions of both 
governments that Captain Charles Eliiot was 
dismissed from his post by Palmerston and 
Ch'i-shan for the Chinese was recalled in 
disgrâce. 

With the problems of distance and communi¬ 
cation, (it wouid be Easter before the British 
government wouid see the Convention of 
Chumpei) the British were now operating in a 
sort of hold and threat mode. So as the 
respective governments mulled and argued 
over the points of the Chumpei Treaty, Elliott 
(yet to learn of his dismissal) acted under the 
terms of the Treaty. First he moved the forces 
from Chusan Island to the island and anchor- 
age of Hong Kong, a move much appreciated 
by the military. He also began to allow the 
merchants to return and reoccupy the factories 
and wharves of Canton. The Chinese however, 
not affected by any global delay in communi¬ 
cation, had decided that it was time to try and 
gain some sort of initiative, and began to 
marshall their forces in order to place the 
British in a position that wouid put them under 
pressure to abandon the Treaty and any further 
thoughts of offensive action. This steady build 
up of forces prompted Eliiot to recall the 
merchants and again send his forces up the 
Bouge to capture more of the Bouge forts. This 
action was completed over 26th and 27th 
February 1841, during which another Naval 
action was also fought. resulting in the routing 
of 40 War |unks and the death of the Chinese 
Admirai Kuan. Having shown that despite any 
build up the British still had teeth. Eliiot 
however did not feei strong enough to move 
more aggressively against the Chinese. 

This feeling was to change with the arrivai of 
General Sir Hugh Gough, assigned to com¬ 
mand the land forces. He was no politician but 
a Victorian soidier of the 'put up or shut up' 
variety. The British control of the majority of 
the Bouge river gave Gough the opportunity to 
begin immédiate efforts to counter the Chinese 
build up of forces, and on 6th March 1841 he 
occupied a fort overlooking Canton. By I8th 
March 1841 the factory area of Canton was 
occupied by British troops. These two simple 
moves forced the Chinese commanders in 
Canton to again look for a peaceful solution. 
Again this was but an attempt to delay the 
British for the Chinese continued to build their 
forces by creating a large encampment outside 
Canton. 

On 2lst May 184! the Chinese opened fcre 
and launched fire rafts at the Naval vesseis 
stationed in the Canton waters. Over the next 
few days naval actions off Canton resulted in 70 
War lunks being destroyed. 

Gough was also given the reason to make a 
decision that he had always expected to make 
sooner or later, to take Canton by force. 

On 24th and 25th May the British attacked 
Canton and its encampments, with a force of 
less than 2.800 soldiers, sailors and marines, 
advancing in two columns against an available 
Chinese force of some 45,000 in the hills north 
of Canton and in a number of fortifications 
around the city. TWo in particular, known as 
Dutch Folly and French Folly were of some 
tactica! importance, and were located on 
islands in the river. Gough's plan called for the 
main force to disembark at Tsingpu Creek. 
4 miles west of Canton, placing îtself between 
the City and the Chinese Army, whilst another 
column attacked the Follies. 
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British Order of Battle: 

RIGHT COLUMN: Attackingthe Follies 


Major Pratt (HM 26Ht): 

HM 26th Foot 309 

Madras Sappers & Miners 31 

Madras Artillery 21 

On 6pdr and One 5" mortar 

LEFT COLUMN: 

U Col Morris (HM49tfi): 

HM 49th Foot 301 

37th Madras NI 230 

Bengat Volunteers 116 

C apt Knowles RA: 

Royal Artillery 35 

Madras Sappers & Miners 14 i 

Madras Artillery 230 


Four I2pdr Howitzers. four 9pdr, two 6pdr. 
three 5" mortars, plus 152 32pdr Rockets 
Capt Bourchier RN . 

Naval Brigade 

(2 btn Sailors) 430 

M aj Cen B urrell: 

HM I8th Foot 520 

Royal Marines 381 

The Chinese were commanded by General 
Yang Fang, aged and deaf (but not stupid). 
Details of the composition of the Chinese force 
are incomplète. The following troops and 
leaders were présent: 

Commander An Te-shun: 800 Hupeh regulars 
General Hsiang-Fu: 1.000 Hunan regulars. 


100 mîlitia 

General Yung-Fu: ? Keichow regulars 
General Chang-ch-un: 2.000 Nan-kanchen/ 

Kiansi regulars and militia 
?: 2.000 Yunnan regulars 
?: 500 Foochow militia 

The landing went ahead as planned on 
24th May, and the troops under Major Pratt 
captured the Dutch Folly. More stores and 
artillery were landed during the night. The next 
day four of the land forts were taken during the 
morning. after being bombarded by two 
mortars, four heavy guns and the Rocket 
Battery. At the same time Pratt captured the 
French Folly. During these operations only 
4,000 of the 45,000 waiting Chinese actually 
played any part in opposing the British, most of 
whom were in an entrenched camp east of the 
City, approachable only along a narrow cause- 
way exposed to flanking fire from the City walls. 
By evening HM 18th and 49th had cleared the 
camp of ail opposition. Gough was now in 
position on the heights overlooking the city. 
placed between Canton and the Chinese army 
of 45.000, exactly where he wanted to be! 

On 26th May almost 1.000.000 citizens from 
Canton fled the city in an attempt to escape the 
British. The leaders and people of Canton had 
had enough and sued for terms. The terms. 
known as the Ransom of Canton were as 
follows: 

1) Ail Chinese officiais to leave within six days: 

2) Six million dollars to be paid. for the use of 


the Crown of Britain within the same period. 
Also compensation to be given to the Crown 
for the destruction caused in the factory areas 
of Canton: 

3) The British troops would remain in their 
existing positions until the 6 million dollars had 
been paid. 

These terms. negotiated by Elliot did not 
please Sir Hugh Gough. who was frankly 
disgusted at the outcome, as hç maintained 
that the provisions of the treaty did not contain 
any military considérations that would re¬ 
inforce the British position in Canton. He was 
placed in a potentially critical position, with his 
lines of communication constantly under 
threat. and he was far too exposed and ex- 
tended for a hait in operations of a whole 
week. During this time he was forced on several 
occasions to send out troops to disperse 
Chinese militia units and local village corps 
operating against his lines of communication, 
although there was no move by the main 
Chinese army. However by the end of the week 
the Ransom was paid and the British forces 
were able to return to Hong Kong. 

A good example of Gough's idea of political 
dealing is shown in the battle for Canton. On 
the 26th. when the Chinese requested talks, 
Gough advised them of a piace and time at 
which he would be available to discuss terms. 
The Chinese tried the old political tactic of 
arriving late. Gough, realising that the Chinese 
had not arrived by the appointed time and at 
the appointed place, immediateiy hauled down 
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his flag of truce and ordered the shelling and 
assault of Canton to continue! This forced the 
Chinese to appeai to Elliot. who accommo- 
dated them and settled the terms. 

The Ransom of Canton was the last major 
action in China carried out by Captain Elliott, 
for soon after his successor arrived. Sir Henry 
Pottinger was a politician well used to dealing 
with difficult foreign leaders and capable of 
being relentless and resolute in negotiations, 
He had arrived with the same demands that 
had been issued to the Elliot's, but was not 
disposed to be concilliatory to the Chinese, and 
fully intended to achieve ali the demands laid 
down by the British government. Soon, with Sir 
Hugh Gough he was to unleash the Expedition- 
ary Force on the Chinese with orders to be 
ruthless in the destruction of the Chinese 
forces and their military equipment but to 
show restreint in looting and respect to Chinese 
cultures. The first would be no problem but the 
second, as always. would prove difficult to 
enforce. 

Rested, reorganised and reinforced (by HM 
55th Foot and the 36th Madras Native Infantry. 
or at least their Rifle Company) the Expedition- 
ary Force set off North again on 21st August. 
Now ied by determined political and military 
commanders. well vereed in colonial policies, 
their firet target in this renewed offensive was 
to be the town of Amoy, 300 miles North East. 
25th August saw the British forces arrivai at 
Amoy and the following day the attack began. 

Amoy. standing at the head of a bay could be 
reached by a channel 600 yards in width. 
However this channel is commanded by a large 
island. Kulangsu. The bay is dotted with islands 
and headlands. and the seaward face of the 


City itself protected by strong granite-faced 
earthen remparts over a mile long. The end of 
the rempart was connected to a range of rocky 
heights running parallel to the beach by a 
castellated wall. thus protecting it from a 
flanking attack. The Chinese had prepared well 
and ail possible défensive points were manned 
and gunned. induding Kulangsu Island and 
many of the smaller islands and headlands 
right up to the town walls. In ail 96 guns 
defended the City. 

Not an easy nut to crack, yet with the excel¬ 
lent Naval and Army co-ordination that was to 
écho throughout the campaign. Amoy was 
taken by 27th August. The troops available for 
the assault were as follows: 

HM ISth (Royal Irish) Regt of Foot 
HM 26th (Cameronians) Regt of Foot 
HM 49th (Royal Berkshiresl Regt of Foot 
HM 55th (Westmoreland) Regt of Foot 
36th Madras Native Infantry (Rifle Company) 
Madras Sappers and Minera (Detachment) 
Naval Brigade 

On 26th/27th August landing parties sup- 
ported by naval gunfire captured ail the 
emplacements on the islands. The Navy 
bombarded the front of the positions, whilst 
the landing parties took them in the flank and 
rear. The island emplacements were taken 
quite easily, but those of Amoy itself were a 
different matter. Two Ships of the Une poured 
heavy fire into them from 400 yards for several 
hours but little damage was inflicted. Chinese 
return fire was equally ineffective. Under cover 
of this diversion the main landing party 
disembarked under the castellated wall 


unmolested. HM 18th scaled the wall and 
turned the flank of the main Works, whilst HM 
49th rushed along the shoreline to assault the 
parapet of the great battery. both régiments 
sweeping the Works from end to end, driving al! 
before them. before joining up with the Royal 
Marines who had occupied the heights to their 
rear. They now commanded the outer city. The 
inner city was defended by a range of hills 
occupied by a large number of Chinese. HM 
49th were ordered to turn the enemy in the 
hills, while HM I8th advanced against them 
through a narrow gorge. Here the I8th could 
hâve been held by a few determined men, but 
the Chinese put up very little résistance. By 
nightfall the heights had been cleared and 
during the following day the whoie city of 
Amoy was in British hands. Records differ, but it 
would appear that as few as two British were 
killed with another 15 wounded! Including 
those mounted for its defence 500 guns were 
captured! 

It was the considered opinion of the soldiers 
and sailors in the expédition that had such 
fortifications been held by European troops 
Amoy could not hâve been taken. 

Unfortunately following the capture of Amoy 
serious looting broke out. Whether the Chinese 
began it, with the British forming the opinion 
that why should they get it and not us, or 
whether it was the British themselves that 
started it was not important, for it set a 
precident for the looting that followed during 
the campaign. 


Continuée! next month 


BINDERS 


Keep your copies neatly filed 
Miniature Wargames Logo on spine 
*Takes 12 Issues, ‘Red Leather’ Finish 
£5.00 

Extra for postage per binder; UK 95p, Europe £2.50, 
Rest of World £2.50, Airmail £9.70. 

Cheques/P.O. to 

Pireme Publishing Ltd, 34 Chatsworth Road, Charminster, 
Bournemouth, Dorset BH8 8SW 

Also available from Wargames Inc. Box 278, Route 40 East, 
Triadelphia, WV 26059 0278 
for $14.99 plus $2.00 postage and handling 
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SABRE ** 92 

at The Royal Baths 
Crescent Road Harrogate 


TRADE STANDS 

COMPUTER DISPLATS 
DISPLAY & 

PARTICIPATION GAMES 

BRING&BUYSmL 

DEMONSTRATIONS 


BAR • H0TF00D • SNACKS 


open 
10.30 
to 5 


on Sunday 
2nd August 


NEW 

VENUE 



Gtudad/ J R Elwen, Vine Cottage, Main Street, 
Walton, nr Wetherby, West Yorks LS23 7DJ 


TIDWORTH GARRISON 
WARGAMES CLUB 
présents 

A Friendly Alternative 
to the Nationals 

MANOEUVRES 
’92 

5th/6th September 
Garrison Theatre 

PARTICIPATION/DEMO GAMES 
TRADE STANDS 

RE-ENACTMENT ASSOCIATION 
REFRESHMENTS 

Adults £1.50 OAP & Disabled Free 
Contact 

JERRY LAVENDER 
0980 42694 
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ESSEX MINIATURES AUSTRALIA 


D1STRIBUTORS OF THE FOLLOWING WARGAMING & HOBBY PRODUCTS 
ALL AVAILABLE BY: AUSTRALIA WIDE FREE MAIL ORDER SERVICE. 
TRADE ENOUIRIES WELCOME 
FREE LISTS SENT ON RECEIPT OF LARGE STAMPED SAE 
(STATE INTERESTS.) 

ESSSEX MINIATURES. DIXON MINIATURES, FRONT RANK FIGURINES. 
TWO DRAGONS. JACOBITE NAPOLEONICS 20mm WARSOAD 
HOTSPUR/MLR. FANTASY FROM TTG. DOWNUNDER. ESSEX AND 
DIXON. RESIN BUILDINGS AND SCENIC ITEMS IN 15mm, 2 5mm, 

1 /300th. ‘C in C MICROARMOUR. AIRCRAFT. NAVAL SCOTIA 
MICROARMOUR. TACTICA RULES FROM USA. WRG, TTG. ACTIVE 
SERVICE PRESS FIELD BOOKS - REF & RULES. 

TIN SOUDER: FULL RANGES MANUFACTURED AND DISTRIBUTED 
INC. ANCIENTS. MEDIEVAL. AZTEC, SAMURAI. DARKAGES. 


NEW 

ESSEX 15mm ECW. fuit range now available. Also, DBA packs, Biblical 
ranges (Chariot warfare). 

DIXON 20mm WWII Vehides and figures (Afrika Korps, SAS) SYW in 
25mm and more Gunfighters. 

FRONT RANK SYW Russians, AWI French and Wodland Indians. 

TIN SOLIDER New release: CELTS c300BC in 15mm. 

TWO DRAGONS 15mm new Vikings and Russ. 

BOOK OF HOSTS - Chariot Warfare Army Lists. 

AFL Boxed sets Plastic figures in 1 /72nd 

BRITTANIA MINIATURES - 20mm WWI figures and equipment. 

ALTERNATIVE ARMIES FANTASY FIGURES and FIREFIGHT. 

K M. TREES - The best in Trees. hedges. scenic scatter._ 


HOBBY MAGAZINES 

SUBSCRIPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR: MINIATURE WARGAMES 
WARGAMES ILLUSTRATED. MILITARY MODELL1NG 
PRACTICAL WARGAMER THE COURIER SAVAGE AND SOLDIER 

(Some back issues available.) 


ESSEX MINIATURES AUSTRALIA (Callers by appointment only please) 
9 LOWANNA PLACE • HORNSBY We accept mail and phone orders 
NSW ■ 2077. Phone 02-477-6696 for Bankcard. MasterCard and Visa. 


TIN SOLDIER RANGES are available in UK from 182 WESTERN RD, 
BILLERICAY, ESSEX CM12 9JD. Phone 0277 623697. 




NEWBURY RULES 


FAST PLAY RULES 

DARK AGES & MEDIAEVAL (500-1300) &2.70 

For Postage & Paeking - see below 


DONN1NGTON MINIATURES 
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Ail Risks Cover For Models 
and Accessories in units of 
£150 at £2.50 per unit. 

Public Liability for Clubs to 
cover regular meetings, 
conventions etc from £40. 

Subject to satisfactory proposai. 

For further information 
contact Simon Philipps 



PLATOON 20 
WARGAMES FIGURES 

OVER 450 FIGURES PLUS VEHICLES 
ANDARTILLERY 

EAST FRONT fc- 

ARNHEM 

ARDENNES |7JfV| 

MIDOLE EAST 

CLXi, FALKLANDS «L *?L 

VIETNAM Æok,rm 

AFGAN i STAN 
m. t >.. IND0-CHINA 

PLUS 

M0DERN U.S. AND 
S0VIETF0RCES 


| M0DEL FIGURES & HOBBIES | 

L0WER BALL00 R0AD, GR00MSP0RT, 

C0. D0WN BT19 2LU NORTHERN IRELAND 
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WARFARE ’92 

31st Oct/lst Nov - Reading 


MONTVERT PUBLICATIONS 

THE ACHAEMENID PERSIAN ARMY 


by Duncan Head 



‘Not to-night Joséphine. 
I’m off to Warfare ’92 
for a much more 
exciting timeV 


price £8.75 


W a p&p UK £1.20 

jLfw _ overseas £2.20 
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TIN SOLDIER (UK) 

182 Western Road, Billericay, Essex CM12 9JD 


NEW 15mm & 25mm FANTASY ARMIES (Ail 24 Army Points) 

These armies are designed to conform to the Army lists as 
found in the WRG publication of 'HORDES OF THE THINGS' 

15mm ARMIES 

Price Code No Price 

£5.50 HOT-9 Japanese Epie £7.50 

£* HOT-10 Hyborean Northern 
£14.00 Barbarians £6.30 

£7.50 HOT-11A Hyborean Médiéval States 
£5.00 (Aquilonia) £7.50 

£7.50 H0T-11B Hyborean Médiéval (Argos, 
£6.00 Corinthia, Nemedia) £7.50 

£7.00 HOT-12 Hyborean ArabZuagir £9.50 


Code No 

HOT-1 Generic Elf 
HOT-2 Generic Dwarf 
HOT-3 Generic Orc/Goblin 
HOT-4 Generic Médiéval 
HOT-5 Generic Barbarian 
HOT-6 Generic Nomad 
HOT-7 Arthurian Epie 
HOT-8 Carolingien Epie 


25mm ARMIES 

Price Code No 
£* CAT-5 Greek Myth 
£27.00 CAT-6 Japanese Epie 
£28.00 CAT-7 Aztec Myth 
£26.00 *This Army »5 not availabie 


£17.50 

£18.00 

£21.00 


Code No 

CAT-1 Generic Dwarf 
CAT-2 Generic Orc 
CAT-3 Generic Goblin 
CAT-4 Generic Chaos 


NEW 15mm FANTASY RELEASES 

Code No Price 

DFA44 Armoured Tricerotops with Castletop and Orc Commander 
and Standard £1.95 

DFA45 Tricerotops with Castletop and 2 Armoured Orc Spearmen £1.95 
DFA46 Tricerotops with Castletop and 2 Orc Archers £1.95 

DFA47 Large Bombard with 3 Orc Crew £1.45 

DFA48 Giant Reptile with Castletop, Goblin Commander and Standard £1.95 
DFA49 Giant Reptile with Castletop and 2 Goblin Spearmen f 1.95 

DFA50 Giant Boit thrower and 3 Orc Crew £1.45 

DFA51 Giant Spider £1.15 


For a catalogue of our historfcal 

UK Postage 8 Packing 

TELEPHONE ORDERS 

a stamped self addressed 
envelope. Overseas customers 

upto £25+10% 

q 0277623697 s 

please send two IRC's 
(International Reply Coupons) 

Orders over £25 

Calls 6pm lo 3pm welcome 


MILI-ART 

(Established 1982) 

A PERSONAL QUALITY SERVICE 
FOR 15mm & 25mm 
WARGAME FIGURES OF ANY ERA 

«uwwwntD | u— i a—» | u—r [ a— j »—» | iw 

FOOT j £0.70 £0.80 ClÔÔ £L25 EL50 £2.00 

MOUNTED j £1.40 | £1.60 j £2.00 j £2.50 j £3.00 j £4.00 

• NAPOLEONIC + SYWFIGURES " CONNOISSEUR STANDARD 

FOOT £0.55 £065 £0.85 £0.90 £1.15 

MOUNTED j £1.20 j £1.30 j £1.70 j £1.80 | £2.30 

YOU PROVIDE THE FIGURES 

Orders over £100 5% Discount Orders over £200 10% Discount 
Orders over £300 15% Discount 

SUPERB VALUE*! 

ESSEX 15mm PA1NTED ARMY PACKS** 

Ail finished to our quality painting standard 
Should be £123.20 yours for just £99.95 
Napoleonic + SYW should be £140.80 yours for just £109.95 
(even better value!) 

MAIL OROER Large SSAE, Catalogue and samples 5 first class stamps 
Postage & Packaging 10%, Minimum 50p, Maximum £5 


£1.65 

£3.30 



m 


3 SYLVERTON PLACE HEAMOOR 
Nr. PENZANCE • CORNWALL 
tel 0736 50865 




•’OTHER DISCOUNTS OO NOT A PPLY TO THIS SPECIAL OFFER*' 
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â KEEP JL 
WARGAMING 

We shall be at the following shows in the near future: 

2nd August - STAB, Southbourne. Bournemouth 
Beaufort Community Centre 
22nd August - Exeter Open Day 

Clyst Vale Comm. Centre, Broadclyst 
5th/6th Sep - Nationals, London 

Royal Horticultural Halls, SW1 
12th/13thSep - Tatoo, Devizes 

19th/20th Sep - Colours, Reading 

The Hexagon 

Ne»’ Miniflgs Ranges: Napoleonic D ânes, remoielled ACW range. Send sue. for 

N.B. M inifigs 15mm hislorical ranges are still availabie in the original 95 p packels. as well 
as lhe recenllg adverlised bataillon packs. 

Nme Rai P arlka models: More BattlemechsISkadowrunlNztecs. 

Figures: Miniflgs: R al Parlka: Hernies & R os: Roundwag Miniatures: Dirons. Firefigkt: 
R a/m Miniatures: Naismiik. elc. 

NavallAir Models: Triton, N avwar Davco. Red E agle. 

Buildings & Terrain: Intégral Terrain: K & M Trees. Hotels Mainlg Militari/: Draper 
Models 115mm Napoleonic tard buildings) 

Books & Raies: WRG: Tabletop: Newbury: Osprey Men al Arms: Elite: Vanguard & 
Campaign Serins; R aider. M.O.D.. Nnschluss. Active Serviez Press, etc. 

Full Range of Empire Publications in Stock 
A Itkougk we carry a wide range ol wargaming eguipmenl il is not possible for us to curry 
everytking to every show, so we suggest thaï, to avoir! disappointment, you contact us in advance 
so thaï ive can bring yout order to tke show. 

If you cannol attend a show, ne aller one of ihe nos! comprekensive maiI order services availabie. 

F or lurlker détails please send an sue. or 2 IRC's fo lire address below - slating. if possible, 
gour area of inleresl. 

Postage & Packing 

United Kingdom - Plus 10% Minimum 50p: Maximum £3. 

Overseas Surface - Ptus 20% - Min £1 
Airmail - Plus 30% Europe: Plus 60% Rest of World - Min £1 —— 

Shop Open Tires- Sat(IOam-6pm» PTn 

Pau! & Teresa Bailey 

The Keep. Le Marchant Barracks, London Road. Devizes. Wilts SN10 2ER 
_Tel & Fax (0380) 724558_ 



RAIDE» GAMES BOOKS 


ishSuccession I740-I74&. 


TABLETOP GAMES 

53 MANSFIELD ROAD 
DAYBROOK 

NOTTINGHAM NG5 6BB 
Send S.A.E. for Catalogue. 

UK Mail Order 10% (min 22p) 
Overseas; 

Surface 15%, Airmail 60% 

Visa Orders Téléphoné 

CS 0602 205484 S 


Zuiu «Colonial! 


0 
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NAVAL WARG AMING 

nelson The Spanish 
touch Armada 


l/2400th 

NAPOLEONIC NAVAL 


CONFLICT MINIATURES 

27 Leighton Road. Hartley Viaie. Plymouth, Devon PL? 5RT 
POSTAGE & RACKING ns à 



THE TRAFALGER RANGE ANGLO-DUTCH WARS l/2000th 

l/3000th NAPOLEONIC NAVAL (Can also be used for the Spanish 


NAVAL BATTLEPACKS 



10MM (l/200th) ARMY PACKS £10 each 

HISTORICAL 

SAMURAI: 20mounted. 60 foot, cannon + crew + General 
MONGOL: 70 Mounted. 20 Foot, Yurt + packcamels 
TEUTONIC KNIGHTS: 50 Mounted, 60 Foot 
ALEXANDER NEVISKY'S RUSSIANS: 50 Mounted, 60 Foot 

FANTASY 

ORC: 120 Foot, 20 Mounted + Chariots 
ELF: 120 Foot, 20 Mounted + Chariots 
DWARF: 130 Foot. 10 Mounted + BoItThrower 
LIZARDMEN: iOOFoot. 10 Mounted. Dinosaur + GiantLizards 
WOLFEN/APEMAN: 160 Foot 

UNDEAD: 80 Foot, 25 Mounted + Chariots + Skeieton Mammoth 
CENTAUR: 80 Centaure 

SCI-FI RANGE 

I0SFI Terrain Infantry (10) - 60p 

i0SF2 Large Hover Tank - £1.20 

I0SF3 Armoured Personnel Carrier - 80p 

I0SF4 Hover Howitzer - £1 

10SF5 Hover Puise Cannon - £1 

I0SF6 Hover Rocket Launcher - £1 

I0SF7 Small Bipedal Fire Support Robot - 30p 

I0SF8 Bipedal Assault Machine - 80p 

I0SF9 Alien Créatures (S) - 60p 
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This month a sélection of our forgotten 25's' 

25mm RESIN CAST SCENICS 


àmm 


1/76 SCALE - WORLD WAR TWO! 

FINE CAST WHI TE METAL y 
GERMAN ARMOURED VEHICLES 

GAV9 Kübelwagen 4x2 - £3.50 "/Pîh 

G AV11 Stug III Ausf E • £5 95 '»'i ^ 

GAV12 Tiger I Ausf E • £6 50 W 

S A S./L R D.G. 

JEEP CREW ■ suitable (or use with AAVIC. - 

BRIT7 Driver - peaked cap 

BRIT8 Navigator • Arab headdress. with map Tr { 

BRIT9 Machine gunner standing • Arab headdress ^ Il ' 

ITALIAN TROOPS (Helmet and (ull k.t) - 

TAL7 Lying prone firing Breda LMG 

TAL8 LMG 2nd man lying prone ■ 

20mm FIGURES - 40p each 

VEHICLES LISTED INDIVIDUALLY CYF*r=L 


dd 15% please forp+p (min 5Op). Europe 25%, Elsewhere 50% 
GALUA/T.S.S. Catalogue free on receipt of SAE to: ^ 

PO Box 51E, Worcester Park, Surrey KT4 8NQ - 


SEND FOR OUR FULLYILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE 0NLY£2.95 
Includmg:- 25mm SAMURAI, OTTOMAN TURKS, GRAND ALLIANCE (Late 17thc 
European), LOUIS XIV, NAPOLEON IN EGYPT, INDIAN MUTINY, ALAMO & THE OLD | 
WEST & AMERICAN CIVIL WAR & WOLFE’S ARMY & ENEMIES OF THE SEVEN YEARS WAR! 
15mm:- AGE OF MARLBOROUGH & INDIAN MUTINY 

DIXON MINIATURES, Spnng GroveMills, ünthweiie. Huddersfreld. W Yorks H07 5QG. Tel: 0484 846162 
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FOR SALE 


MAC.NABASE& MAGNABOX A safe and 
efficient System for transporting and storing 
your armies. 

MAGNABASK - a pack of two magnetised 
rubber sheets (each 240mm x 200mm) £5 per 
pack. Steel foil also available at £2 per square 
foot. 

MAGNABOX - a Steel carrying case with 
variable shelving and three removable, Steel 
topped, wooden shelves (Box 400mm x 
250mm x 110mm, shelves 383mm x 100mm) 
for £22. Additional shelves are £3 each or £12 
for 5. 

Chèques etc to: D. ALLEN, ‘St Ives’. The 
Bungalows, London SW16 6PA (081-769 
7041). Also available from the Chariot 
Miniatures stall, at shows. P&P - UK & 
Ireland (Free). Europe (+10%). Elsewhere 
(+25%). TVade enquiries welcome. 
HIDDEN MOVEMENT’. The fanzine for 
Atari St Wargamers, summer issue out now. 
Send £1.50 to P. Raeburn, 360 Windmill 
Road, Ealing, London W5 4UR. 

1/72 SCALE, range of WW1I figures and 
accessories. Ex - Miltra, Polish, German, 
French, British, US. Large SAE for lists. B.W. 
Models, 5 Brinkburn Place, Amble, 
Northumberland NE65 OBJ. 

A1RFIX’ - ACCU RATE - ESC! - 
MATCHBOX - REVELL - MARX - 
1/72 • 1/32 • 1/35 • 60mm figures - AFVs 
Aireraft! ESC1 • AFVs - Bargain Prices! 
Panzer’s - Jagdpanzer’s - Jagdtiger’s - 
Panzerjaeger’s - Flammpanzer’s 
Patton’s - Merkava’s - M113 Carriers! 
Matchbox. Comet’s - Panthers - Chaffee’s 

- M40’s! Phone 0271 77757 - 2pm-3pm or 
6.30pm-9pm! Visitors welcome. A. Peddle, 
‘Sunnymead’, 4 Braunton Road, Barnstaple, 
N. Devon EX31 1JY. 

MAGNETIC TAPE. ADHESIVE BACKEI) 

- only 0.8mm thick, tdeal for magnetising 
the base of your figures. Can easily be eut to 
length with Stanley knife. 10 métré rolls: 
7.5mm wide £6.75 each; 12.5mm wide 
£10.50 each; 20mm wide £15.00 each. Also 
150mm squares £10 for pack of 5. Quantity 
discounts available. Chèques etc to Magnetie 
Displays Hilltop, Great Ryton, Dorrington, 
Shrewsbury SY5 7LW. Tel: 074373 632. 
BACK ISSUES of Miniature Wargames , 
Nos 1-92, excellent condition, £1.00 each 
(plus 25p each P&P). Also RSM 20mm 
French Napoleonic métal figures 
(unpainted), £10.00. Also hundreds of plastic 
20mm Napoleonics. Tel: 051-652 6098 
evenings. 

25MM SUDAN, mainly Essex and 
Connisseur. 122 Infantry, 25 Cavalry, 
2 Guns/Crew. 139 Mahdist, 21 Cavalry, 
Wagon. £365.00ono. (0734)414527. 
UNPAINTED 25MM: 40 Stratagem 

Marlburians & Jacobites £8, Warrior French 
Napoleonics (70 infantry, 14 cavalry) £10, 
Citadel LoR Ores (15) £5, 7 Wargamers 
Newsletter, 9 Miniature Wargames 50p each. 
SAE for lists. D. Winton, 13 Park View, 
Markinch, Fife KY7 6BL, Scotland. 


WORLEY PUBLICATIONS’ 

famous Napoleonic Books 
available by return mail from GJM 
Figurines, 24 Chelsfield Mews, 
Stanton Close, Orpington, Kent 
BR5 4RN. TO: 0689 820115, 24 hrs. 
For details send SSAE or 5 IRCs. 
Worldwide mail guaranteed. 

15MM BRITISH Peninsular and Allied. 
275 foot, 50 cavalry, 11 guns, 2 RHA limbers. 
Excellently painted. 178 foot, 33 cavalry, 12 
limbers, 3 guns. Unpainted offers or swap. 
Grahame 0978 361120. 

FOR SALE. Military books and 25mm, 
20mm and 6mm figures. Napoleonic and 
ECW. For details SAE to 19 Ffordd Gwilym, 
Meliden, Prestatyn, Clwyd LL19 8LE. 
25MM NAPOLEONICS, painted by Doug 
Mason. Mostly French. 25mm farm by Ian 
Weekley. Almost identical to the one in 
MW66. Cornfields and woodland as 
featured WI30. Figures organised for ‘Grand 
Manor’ raies. Also well painted 1/200 WWll 
German and Russian AFV’s and 15mm 
ACW armies avaiiable. Tel: Richard on 0443 
207132 before 5.45pm. 


PAIN Tl N G SERVICES 


FIGURE PAINTING SERVICE. Figures 
painted to good standard. Ail sizes. Also 
buildings scratchbuilt to high standard. 
15mm sample £1; 25mm sample £1.50.1/300 
WW2 a speciality. SAE Phil Perkins, 50 
Buccleuch Street, Birkenhead, Merseyside. 
Tel: 051 653 7779. 

ART MILITAIRE offers a high quality 
painting service to Wargamers and Collectors 
in 15mm-100mm. Send for photograph and 
details, or £1.50 for 25mm sample to: A 
Buttery, 6 Gypsy Lane, Oulton, Leeds LS26 
8SA. 

ARE YOU looking for reasonably priced, 
high quality painted figures? Then look no 
further than the Sergeant’s Mess, Unit 28, 
Rivington House, Chorley Mew Road, 
Horwich, Unes BL6 5UE. Tel: 0204 668197. 
Send SAE and £1.50 for sample and price list. 

WARPAINT PROFESSIONAL PAINTING 
SERVICE. Àll scales to high standard at 
compétitive prices. Send SAE and £1 coin for 
sample and list to Warpaint, 106 Woodlands 
Road, Haresfinch, St Helens, Merseyside 
WA119AG. 

WARFARE PAINTING. Ail scales. Send 
SAE for sample. Mark TVzack, 19 Browne 
Road, Fulwell, Sunderland SR6 9HQ. Tel: 
091 5498290. 

FIGURE PAINTING ali scales up to 25mm. 
Send £1.00 for sample (£2.00 for 25mm) to 
James Smith, 60A Falkland Road, Ford 
Estate, Sunderland SR4 6XA. TO: 091 
5100512. 


CASTLE MINIATURES offers high quality 
wargames miniatures painting at compétitive 
rates. Any period including naval vessels 
undertaken, scales from 6mm to 35mm. Also 
hand made buildings and terrain. For price 
lists and photos send SSAE to A. Uwton, 16 
Docker Court, Roosevelt Way, Barn Hall 
Estate, Colchester, Essex C02 8SP. 
MINIATURE PAINTING TECHNIQUES 
REVEALED. Free details - Guide, 227 
Hawthone Drive, Dept P, Oakdale, PA 15071, 
USA. 

TRIPLE SIX professional painting service of 
high quality figures. ANY SIZE, competi- 
tively priced. Send SAE and £1.00 for 
lists and sample. 30 Glasgow Street, 
Northampton. Tel: 0604 583370. 

A GJM FIGURINES. Wargame 
figures painted to collectors 
V standard. For a 15mm sample send 
n £1.95 plus SSAE or £2.95 plus 
SSAE for a 25mm sample payable 
Il T to GERARD CRONIN 24 
~_L" Chelsfield Mews, Stanton Close, 

- Orpington, Kent BR5 4RN. Tel: 

0689 820115, 24 hrs. For USA wargamers 
please send a five US dollar bill for a 15mm 
sample and list. Worldwide Mail Guaranteed. 
ABOUT TURNÜ Fed up waiting months for 
your battalions? Has your cavalry arrived too 
late for the battle? We provide a cost effective 
painting service offering a high standard, 
aiming to return your figures within weeks. 
Interested? Why not give us a ring on 0952 587 
114. Just ask for Mick. 


WANTED 


CITADEL MIGHTY FORTRKSS, ASL 

Rules, Saurians by FGU, old and recent White 
Dwarf, Dragon, Dungeon Magazines, old 
Fantasy figures plus catalogues, TSR and 
Judges Guild modules. Chris (0777) 708262. 
ESTABLISHED FIRM is looking for 
expansion into 25mm ranges. Ready to cast 
moulds and masters required. Please send 
details of range, price and conditions to 
BOX 6, Miniature Wargames, 34 Chatsworth 
Road, Charminster, Bournemouth BH8 8SW. 
PIONEER MINIATURFS Russian and 
Turkish figures for 1877 or manufacturer 
current address. Any help greatly appreciated 
as l’m a long way away. Bob Burke, 6 Montrose 
Avenue, Daly City, California 94015. 

BOOK NEEDED. ‘Warfleetsof Antiquity’ by 
Richard Nelson. Published WRG early 1970s. 
Any condition. Contact Bruce 0865 245051 
evenings. 


ANCIENTSPBM 


TAISHAN is a brand new play-by-mail game 
set in Ancient China following the collapse of 
the Chou Dynasty. Run by an experienced 
PBM f rm, the emphasis is on atmosphère and 
player enjoyment. To this end spies, shrines, 
clans, battle manuals (Sun Tzu?!) and even 
Ying and Yang make appearances in the raies! 
For your set send £4 (or £5 Europe, £6 else¬ 
where abroad) to: AGEMA PUBLICATIONS, 
3 Worksop Road, Sneinton, Nottingham 
NG3 2BA. Game tums are £3.50, one per 2- 
3 weeks. 
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WORLD WAR ONE 


RUSSIAN WWI ARMY GUIDE OUT 
NOW! Covers organisation, equipment, 
tactics, war changes, airforce, uniforms, etc. 
Cost £3.85 including UK P&P. Also avail- 
able; Italy, France, Austro-Hungary. 
AGEMA PUBLICATIONS, 3 Worksop 
Road, Sneinton, Nottingham NG3 2BA. 


ALBANNARTS 


ALBANN ARTS. Flnest quality painting 
service. Your figures individually finished in 
oils. Scottish troops a speciality. SAE plus 
£1.50 for sample(s) and details. State 15mm 
or 25mm. Scenic backdrops to your spécifi¬ 
cations. SAE for details 125 Athelstane Road, 
Knightswood, Glasgow GI3 3QY. 


SERVICES 


SCALE MODEL BUILDINGS. Hand made 
to your requirements. Details SAE Edwards, 
29 Beke Road, Gillingham, Kent ME8 9RL. 

AN complété terrain/battlefield and 
fortress/fortifications to order service. 
Details to AN, Strathavon, Grange Road, 
Fort William, Inverness-shire PH33 6JQ. 


TERRAIN 


MODULAR TERRAIN SQUARES con- 
structed from HD polystyrène. Details SAE 
Priestly, 49 Robert Street, Laycock, Keighley, 
West Yorkshire BD22 OPH. 


FIGURE BARGAINS 


ALL TYPES FIGURES etc bought/sold. 
Painting Service. Send SAE for lists to La 
Condotta, 409 Fulbridge Road, Peter- 
borough, Cambs PE4 6SE. 


HAMLET MODELS 


HAMLET MODELS. Ready made, hand 
painted 5-15mm buildings. SAE for illus- 
trated catalogue to: 180 Twickenham Road, 
Kingstanding, Birmingham B44 OSY. 


WARRIOR MINIATURES 


WARRIOR MINIATURES offer the 
following: 25mm; Napoleonics, ACW, 
Ancients, Landsknechts, Wars of the Roses, 
Gauls, Dark Ages, Normans, Samurai, 
Mongols, AWI, Mex-american War, 
Mediaevals, Zulus, Jacobites. 15mm; ACW, 
18th C., Renaissance, Romans, French & 
British Napoleonics, ECW, Fantasy, 
Colonials, Feudals, Mediaevals, Vikings, 
Samurai, Chin, 18th C„ American Frontier, 
Extensive 15mm equipment list. 20mm; 
WWI1, Vietnam, Spanish Civil War, Modem 
US. 10mm; Sci-Fi. Full bargain army packs 
and much more. Send now for our full 
catalogue, £1.50 in stamps plus SAE. State 
interest, for samples. Overseas $5 or 
équivalent. Warrior Miniatures, 14Tiverton 
Ave, Glasgow G32 9NX. Tel; 041 778 3426. 
Answerphone, Mail Order only. Visa. Access. 


DIXON25MM 


DIXON 25MM SAMURAI ARMY, as new, 
unpainted, still boxed, 23 Samurai, 14 
mounted Samurai, 106 Ashigaru, also drum, 
cannon, seated générais blister packs, 
including banners, sashimos, lords, variants 
etc. £95 worth for sale at £65 ono. Téléphoné 
Simon 0203 418237. 


ANCIENTRULES 


SHIELDBEARER ANCIENT RULES. A 

unique unit v unit combat System doubles 
speed of play by removing the need to count 
figures. Combat results dépendant on morale 
not merely weapon and armour effects. The 
unrealistic spontaneous pirouetting of units 
is replaced by a ‘Point and push’ System. Very 
realistic yet fast and fun. £3.95 (£6.00 air- 
mail). (Chèques payable to Michael Young). 
Shieldbearer rules, 114 Barnsole Road, 
Gillingham, Kent ME7 4EB. 


ABBEYWARGAMES 


A QUAI.ITY USED ARMY AND UNIT 
SPECIALISTS with a premier painting 
service, part exchange deals are always 
welcome and our mise specials are always in 
stock - lists on request - they contain 
books, Figures, games and models at bargain 
prices, updated monthly. And try our ‘find- 
an-army’ service, you want it, we’ll find it! 
We are also the SE London agents for 
‘Armchair Générais’ and offer you a FREE 
DEMO at your club, ail this, plus books, 
REVO flags, K&M trees, blood bilge and 
Iron Balls - a Napoleonic naval rules, 
Dardanells - an after dinner game, Fantasy 
Figures, Bulldog Publications ... the list 
goes on. And on top of ali this if you spend 
more than £100 with us you get automatic 
membership of the Officers Mess, which 
gives you an automatic 5% discount on any 
item (including sale items) the ‘specials’ list 
each month and a FREE search facility for 
any wargame item. SEE US EACH 
SATURDAY at the ‘Clock Inn\ Station 
Road, Sidcup, NR BR SIDCUP, or call Alan 
or Kelly on 081-293 4109 24 hrs, 7 days a 
week. And, we accept VISA, MASTER¬ 
CARD and EUROCARD. So call us today! 



THIS NEW RANGE of lightweight urethane 
castings of features for the battlefield is a 
must! Ruined walls, Towers, Classicai 
gateways, Arab gateways, Tent, Artiilery 
Tower at the much needed 15mm scale and 
much more now available. Enquiries or 
orders to Gladiator Games, 11 Derwent 
Avenue, Biggleswade, Beds SG18 8LY. 


mEmm h 

BANNERETTS WANTEl) to participate in 
informai 13th Century Italian campaign. 
Contact Richard Lucas, 11 Ashcombe 
Ter race, TUd worth, Surrey or The 
Guardroom, 38 West Street, Dunstable, Beds 
LU61TA. 


FEUDAL CASTINGS 


15MM FIGURES: Medieaval Scots spear- 
men, Irish kerns, Vikingcasualties, battering 
ram and Viking crew. Also ranges of Saxons, 
Welsh, Vikings, ACW Scots-Irish. SAE for 
sample Figure and lists toi; Feudal Castings, 19 
Brechin Road, Kirriemuir.Angus DD84BX, 
Scotland. Tel: 0575 74890. 


OPPONENTS WANTED 


ARE THERE any wargamers in Penrith 
Carlisle area. Can’t find anybody. Interested 
in most periods. Love Sci-Fi Modem. 
Preferably gamers 19+ years. Contact Tony 
0768 899490. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTORDER FORM 
Lineage Rate: 15p per word (minimum 17 words) 

Spécial headings other than those listed below £1.00; spécial logo£1.00; Box No£5.00 

Headings: 

For Sale Wanted Painting Services 

Play By Mail Terrain and Buildings Bargains 

Events Opponents Wanted Miscellaneous 


HEADINGREQUIRED 


TOTAL REMITTANCE ENCLOSED 
Please make cheques/PO’s payable to: 
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FRONT RANK Figurines 

* Announce the latest superb new figures in our ever expanding Napoleonics range 


‘TheGranary’ 

Banbury Road 
Lower Boddington 
Daventry, Northants 
NN116XY 

Tel: 0327 62720 Fax: 0327 60569 


NAPOLEONIC IMPERIAL GUARDINFANTRY 


GRENADIERS A PIED 

FN99 Standing shouldered musket, tull dress, in bearskin 

FN100 Standing shouldered musket, full dress, in chapeau 

FN101 Standing shouldered musket, campaign dress, in bearskin 

FN102 Standing shouldered musket, campaign dress, in chapeau 

FN103 Standing shouldered musket, campaign dress, in bonnet de police 

FN104 Standing shouldered musket, campaign dress, barehead 

FN105 Falling wounded, campaign dress, in bearskin 

FN 106 Lying dead, campaign dress, in bearskin 

FN107 Standing shouldered musket, greatcoat, in bearskin 

FN108 Standing shouldered musket, greatcoat, in chapeau 

FN109 Standing shouldered musket, greatcoat, in bonnet de police 

CHASSEURS A PIED 

FN110 At east, full dress, in bearskin 

FN111 At ease, full dress, in chapeau 

FN112 At ease, campaign dress, in bearskin 

FN 113 Al ease. campaign dress, in chapeau 

FN114 At ease, campaign dress, in bonnet de police 

FN115 At ease, campaign dress, bandaged head 

FN116 Falling wounded, campaign dress, in bearskin 

FN117 Lying dead, campaign dress, in bearskin 

FN118 At ease, greatcoat, in bearskin 

FN119 At ease, greatcoat, in chapeau 

FN120 At ease, greatcoat, In bonnet de police 

OFFICERS 


FN 122 Grenadier Officer, chapeau 

FN123 Chasseur Officer, bearskin 

FN124 Chasseur Officer, chapeau 

FN125 Grenadier Officer, surtout, in bearskin 

FN126 Chasseur Officer, surtout, in bearskin 

FN127 Grenadier/Chasseur Officer, surtout, in chapeau 

FN128 Grenadier Officer, greatcoat, in bearskin 

FN129 Chasseur Officer, greatcoat, in bearskin 

FN130 Grenadier/Chasseur Officer, greatcoat, in chapeau 

FN131 Mounted Grenadier Officer 

FN132 Mounted Chasseur Officer 

STANDARDBEARERS 

FN133 Grenadier standard bearer, bearskin 

FN134 Grenadier standard bearer, chapeau 

FN135 Chasseur standard bearer, bearskin 

FN136 Chasseur standard bearer, chapeau 

FN137 Grenadier standard bearer, greatcoat, bearskin 

FN138 Chasseur standard bearer, greatcoat, bearskin 

FN139 Grenadier/Chasseur standard bearer, greatcoat, chapeau 

DRUMMERS 


FN140 Grenadier drummer, full dress, bearskin 

FN141 Grenadier drummer, campaign dress, bearskin 
FN142 Chasseur drummer, full dress, bearskin 
FN143 Chasseur drummer, campaign dress, bearskin 
FN144 Grenadier drummer, greatcoat, bearskin 

N121 Grenadier Officer, bearskin FN145 Chasseur drummer, greatcoat, bearskin 

Also available in 25mm - SEVEN YEARS WAR, FRENCH INDIAN WAR, JACOBITE REBELLION, ECW, AMERICAN WAR OFINDEPENDENCE 
SendSAE for our free catalogue 
VISA, MASTERCARD ETC WELCOME Figures 45p each 

DISCOUNTS We offer our customers the foliowing discounts: 10% on goods value E50 and over, 12%% on goods value £75 and over. 15% on goods value £100 and over. 


Postage & Packiitg: North America: Canada 

UK Orders under £35.00 add 10%. Orders over £35.00 Post Free. The Emperor’s Headquarters Sentry Box West Hobbies 

Europe Orders add 20%. 2744 West Irving Park Road, Chicago 3309 West 4th Avenue 

USA Orders under £35.00 add 50%. Over £35.00 add 33%. Il 60634 Vancouver, British Columbia 

Australia add 60%. (312) 777 8668 V6R 1N6 
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SHOWROOM NOW OPEN 
Mon-Fri 8.30-5.00 
Our complété range on display 

Postage & Packing rates for UK & BFPO 
Minimum Postage & Packing - 75p 
Orders valueover £7.50 and under £30 - 10% 
Ordersover £30 - POSTFREE! 


TELEPHONE ORDERS 

0268 682309 0268 681584 


SEND SAE OR TWO 
INTERNATIONAL REPLY COUPONS 
FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOGUE 


Dept MW, Unit I, Shannon Centre, Shannon Square, Thames Estuary Estate, Canvey Island, Essex S8 OPE 
































































A bove: Hougoumont. made front thirteen full colour A 5 card sheets. pria 
€3.95 plus postage and packing. 

Right: La Haie Sainte, made from six full colour A 5 card sheets. pria 
£2.75 plus postage and packing. 

Bclow: La Belle Alliance, plus small farm (not illustrated) made from five. 
full colour A5 sheets. pria £2.75 plus postage and packing. 



WATERLOO CARD 
BUILDINGS 15mm 



Figures, base board and trees not induded. 


Postage and packing: 

UK: add 10%, over two items post free. 

EEC: add i 5%. Overseas: add 20%. 

Send your chèque. International Money Otder or UK postal 
order to Pireme Publishing Ltd, 34 Chatsworth Road. 
Bournemouth, Dorset BH8 8SW. 

Also available from lohnson Hood Wargames Inc USA. 
Tel: 304 547 0000. 
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"COLOURS 

92 " 

The South's Massive Wargame Show 
Even Bigger & Better 


SEPTEMBER 19/20th - 


GIGANTIC TRADE FAIR 

Over 40 Traders & Manufacturers attending 

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY PLENTY TO SEE & DO 

Participation Games - Uniform Oisplays Bring & Buy Stall 
Demo Games - Militaire Oisplays - Painting Compétitions 
PRIZES Trophy for each class in painting compétition. Prize for best painted 
compétition army. Miniature Wargames Trophy and cash prize for 
Best Participation Game. Wargames Illustrated Trophy and cash prize for 
Best Démonstration Wargame. Wargames Championships in 10 periods 
Enuance Fee: £2.50 per day (children under 16 & O AP £1.00 per day) 
BAR& FOOD AVAILABLE 


THE HEXAGON 10.30am 

QUEENS WALK tO 

READING 5.00pm 



★ FUNDS RAISED IN AID OF MENCAP ★ 

PRESENTED BV - NEWBURY & READING WARGAMES SOCIETY 
FOR ACCOMMODATION DETAILS, ENTRY FORMS, UMPIRE DETAILS SEND S.A.E. TO: 
Chris Smith, 8 Bramwell Close, Thatcham, Berkshire RG13 4FZ (Tel 0635 61398) 




































